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p(2 Fomes fomentarius lineages in the Mediterranean biogeographical region
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Fomes fomentarius is a common and economically important wood-
rotting fungus in deciduous forests and prefers different main hosts depending
on the region. The fungus often arrives at dead wood relatively early or
colonizes already a living tree as a parasite but contrary 1o other early arriving
fungi it exhibits better combative abilities and is not easily replaced (Vétrovsky
et al., 2011). It is distributed within the northern hemisphere in Europe, North
Africa, North America, China and Japan. Until recently, F. fomentarius had been
considered a homogeneous species but the existence of distinct ITS
lineages/sublineages among its strains has been established. Studies were based
on ITS rDNA sequence analysis and host preference evaluation. Firstly there
were lineages A and B, after more detailed investigation the lineage A was
separated into sublineage A1 (consisting of strains isolated from North America)
and sublineage A2 (consisting of strains only from Europe). The lineage B
consists of strains from Europe and Asia (Gaper et al, 2016). There is little
information available about this polypore sequences originating from Portugal
so the aim of the present study was 10 evaluate genetic variability in F.
fomentarius in southwestern part of Europe and enrich so far known data in
GenBank and biodiversity databases. Results showed that the lineage that
occurs in Portugal, and generally in Vediterranean region, is the lineage B. We
can conclude that Fomes fomentarius i< a2 non-homogenous medicinal
mushroom and its lineages correlate with geographical distribution and host
preference.
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