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A resilient bridge network is vital to a community recovery after natural disasters. 

Floods are the main cause of bridge collapses, but there is little research on the 

combined fragility of single-span bridge decks to hydrodynamic forces and 

driftwood clogging. Moreover, most studies concentrate on multi-span bridges and 

piers. By using HEC-RAS software and in-house developed Python scripts, this 

work proposes a method to obtain fragility curves for single-span bridges 

accounting for hydrodynamic actions and driftwoods. Due to the lack of 

indications from standards concerning uplift and overturning of bridge decks, these 

limit states are included in the formulation together with slippage. Results revealed 

that all three limit states must be taken into account and showed that driftwood 

clogging can have a severe impact on the failure probability of the bridge, with 

even a minor decrease in clearance causing a significant safety reduction. 

Additionally, this work discusses the influence of hydrologic model recalibration 

on the failure probability of a structure.  

Keywords: fragility Curves; Driftwood clogging; Floods; hydrodynamic Actions; 

single-span Bridges; HEC-RAS. 



1. Introduction 

Bridges are gateways for people and goods even during and after natural hazard 

events, such as floods, earthquakes, and wildfires. At infrastructural level, it is desirable 

to have a resilient and robust bridge network to avoid isolation of communities in case of 

disruptions (Han & Frangopol, 2022). Therefore, bridge collapses are widely studied, 

forasmuch as flood-related ones constitute the majority of such occurrences (Proske, 

2018). This paper sheds light on the effects of hydraulic actions on bridge decks, 

including driftwoods clogging, using a probabilistic approach. 

The analysis of hydrodynamic actions on bridge design underlines the possibility 

that the deck freeboard might be closed up by a range of discharges. This event can be 

amplified by driftwoods clogging. Examples of designs accounting for overtopping 

events can be found in Australia, where the Australian Standards 5100 prescribes checks 

against such occurrences (Committee BD-090, 2017). More often, especially in Europe, 

bridges are not designed to sustain water thrust against decks, while it is only advised the 

designer to provide an adequate freeboard as for the design peak discharge (CEN, 2005). 

This gap between the water surface and the girder soffit acts as a safety factor relatively 

to the uncertainty affecting the discharge. In the last decades, due to a combination of 

climatic changes and lack of maintenance, failures due to overtopping/dragging are 

increasingly reported (Oudenbroek et al., 2018). This highlighted the need for further 

investigations to assess and prevent these failure mechanisms. Up to date, only the 

Australian Bridge Design Code AS5100 considers variable hydrodynamic coefficients, 

while Eurocode 1 and AASHTO use a constant value and only for drag, neglecting both 

uplift and overturning limit states (CEN, 2005; AASTHO, 2012). In the case of Eurocode 

1, such limit state is to be considered only during the construction phase. Despite such 

differences, all the mentioned standards define the action in a similar way, i.e. using 

coefficients to reproduce the effect of a dynamic action within a static framework. This 



is mainly due to the complexity behind hydrodynamic coefficients. Indeed, despite a clear 

theoretical background, hydrodynamic coefficients are not easy to determine, even with 

numerical simulations, due to the deck-flow interaction. Conversely, flume experiments 

allow to segregate variables and identify the influence of each parameter on pressure 

coefficients (Kerenyi et al., 2009). Therefore, in this work results of experimental 

campaigns are employed to determine hydrodynamic coefficients at each water stage. 

The other aspect to consider is the driftwood clogging. The term Large Wood 

(LW) is commonly referred to wood logs having length  1m and diameter  10cm 

(Schalko & Weitbrecht, 2022). Floating LW, known as driftwood is a key element to 

preserve the river ecosystem. On the other side, LW can pose serious threats to inline 

structures such as dams, weirs and bridges. It is therefore of paramount importance to 

implement administrative and engineering measures to reduce the risk at structures, while 

maintaining a sustainable river ecosystem. Among administrative measures, the 

subdivision of river’s catchments into several hazard levels can be a cost-effective 

solution to implement early-warning systems (Schmocker & Weitbrecht, 2013). Recent 

approaches combine satellite imagery to quantify the clogging risk due to LW at bridges, 

including mitigation strategies (Panici & Kripakaran, 2023). Traditional engineering-

based solutions involve the use of nets and racks to retain LW. But, also movable bridges 

and casings represent effective solutions (Schalko et al., 2020). A thoughtful discussion 

on impacts and mitigation measures of LW on river ecosystem can be found at relevant 

publication (Schalko & Weitbrecht, 2022). On the structural side, accumulation of LW at 

piers is particularly relevant for scour and backwater rise (Schalko et al., 2019). At single 

span bridges, the accumulation occurs against decks and flume setups involved both 

attaching a spanwise log mat to the deck as well as random clogging (Gschnitzer et al., 

2017; Oudenbroek et al., 2018). The first strategy is focused on determining the increased 



hydraulic forcing on the bridge deck, while the second is employed to determine the 

driftwood blocking probability. In this study, both strategies are used , also accounting ed 

using results of experimental campaigns for the blocking probability (Schmocker & 

Hager, 2011; Gschnitzer et al., 2017). Instead, the increased hydraulic thrust against the 

deck is analytically modelled as a worst-case scenario by using log mats, neglecting 

porosity due to limitations in the used software. In this perspective, Hence, the present 

work discusses actions not fully accounted in bridge design standards and shows how 

such unforeseen limit states can impact the safety of single-span bridges. To assess the 

safety level of the structure, fragility curves are derived. At the asset level, fragility 

functions represent failure probabilities of exceeding a certain structural threshold when 

subject to a given hazard magnitude (Porter et al., 2007). The methodologies to derive 

fragility curves can be subdivided in four groups: (i) analytical approaches; (ii) empirical 

methods; (iii) expert’s judgement methods; (iv) hybrid approaches. Analytical 

approaches use numerical models to simulate the structural behaviour and hydraulic 

forcing, while empirical methods avail data from hazardous events, such as floods. Then, 

an analyst assesses the statistical significance of such information. Practitioners may also 

develop fragility functions based on available data and refine it by their judgement. As 

an example, weighted surveyed opinions may be used to influence the conditional damage 

probability based on a set of predefined questions designed to ensure consistency (Eidsvig 

et al., 2021). Combination of previous methods, called hybrid approaches, compensate 

for the lack of data (Allen et al., 2021), i.e. one can use an analytical method whose output 

can be refined by expert judgement. Traditionally, flood fragility analysis adopts an 

analytical approach, because data reliability and number of survey respondents hampers 

other methods. Present challenges of modelling flood fragility curves, emphasizing 

differences in flood treatment in a single or multi-hazard framework are described in 



Section 2. Section 3 clarifies the assumptions and reviews concepts as hydrodynamic 

coefficients and driftwood large wood blocking probabilities. Section 4 introduces the 

stochastic vulnerability analysis by defining the limit states and consequently the bridge’s 

conditional probability of failure. Section 5 applies the methodology to a case-study 

bridge located in Carrara, Italy. Section 6 presents the discussion of results, limitations of 

the present method as well as its future developments. 

2. Literature Background 

Many existing studies coupled floods with other hazards such as earthquakes, 

tsunamis, and long-term effects, i.e. corrosion (Li et al., 2020). Although floods impair - 

for example - the bridge seismic performance, recent studies revealed the importance of 

a dedicated hydraulic model (Argyroudis et al., 2019). Indeed, despite the consideration 

of hydrodynamic forces within the flood hazard, a river model in a multi-hazard fragility 

analysis it is still missing (Argyroudis & Mitoulis, 2021). The magnitude of hydraulic 

forces can impact bridges with effects similar to those generated by mild earthquakes (Li 

et al., 2020), but such actions are caused by the interaction between the river’s conditions 

and the bridge (Dong & Frangopol, 2016). While simplified flood-bridge models reduce 

the computational cost, they cannot model the site-specific river behaviour (Khandel & 

Soliman, 2021). It is consequently necessary to develop flood-bridge impact models 

capable of analysing a problem at a desired level of detail with an affordable 

computational cost (D’Angelo et al., 2022). 

2.1 River flow computation 

A first issue concerns the estimation of the flow discharge magnitude. Rainfall-

based approaches are commonly used to estimate discharges in the very frequent case of 

ungauged rivers. Among these, regional approaches offer a straightforward method to 



compute river flow (Van Campenhout et al., 2020). Limitations consist mainly of their 

availability outside specific areas, e.g., the US (Yilmaz et al., 2016). Oversimplification 

and larger uncertainties on expected discharges occurs when the discharge return period 

is assumed equal to the rainfall’s one (Gehl & D’Ayala, 2018), mainly because of the 

neglection of antecedent soil moisture conditions. On gauged rivers, issues arise from the 

length of hydrometric time series and possible upper boundary flow value due to a dam 

or weir in the bridge’s proximity (Yilmaz et al., 2018). Another source of error is due to 

the possibility of water overtopping embankments, reducing the measured peak 

discharge. Newer methodologies try to link precipitation and temperature data with few 

measured discharges using Artificial Neural Networks or downscaling General 

Circulation Models (GCMs) (Khandel & Soliman, 2021). Distributed hydrological 

models stand out as being more efficient and of practical utility, as many local authorities 

adopted them for discharge calculation (Spyrou et al., 2020). Indeed, distributed 

Hydrological Models provide flood hazard characterization with several advantages that 

may reduce computational costs relative to downscaling GCMs or train an Artificial 

Neural Network, including higher spatial resolution in geodata, fewer analysis to 

parameters’ variability, and promptness of outputs in readable GIS maps (Bizhanimanzar 

et al., 2020). 

2.2 Hydrodynamic forces determination 

When considering the structural analysis of a bridge, flood action can be split in 

static and dynamic components (Hamill, 1998). Flume experiments are often employed 

to determine the magnitude of dynamic thrusts on bridge decks by averaging the results 

of sensor readings on a predefined timeframe (e.g., 50s) (Dráb et al., 2019). Interestingly, 

lower discharges can lead to higher forces on structural components in specific cases, 

where dynamic components such as drag do not increase monotonically together with the 



water height (Oudenbroek et al., 2018). Therefore, incremental water elevation 

simulations are preferable for a probabilistic analysis. This allows assessing structural 

safety at each step and not only at the highest water level. The incremental method has 

not applied to bridge decks yet, as in previous studies with such an approach the 

maximum water stage is kept below the deck level (Argyroudis et al., 2020). A selection 

of studies on flood fragility curves is presented in Table 1. It should be noted that 

driftwood blocking probability is not present in any of the referenced studies. 

 

Table 1. Studies on flood fragility curves. 
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Not to be neglected, floods usually carry floating material and debris. When 

impacting bridges, drifting wood logs can pile at piers or at the deck, and they can be 

entrapped causing a backwater rise and a greater blockage area normal to the flow 

direction (Ruiz-Villanueva et al., 2017). The combination of these effects generates 

complex hydraulic forces that should be properly addressed in a vulnerability analysis.  

2.3 Challenges in the modelling of wood logs occurrence 

In this work, large woods (LW) are considered due to the damming effects that 

might lead the bridge to collapse. The log accumulation problem originates from 

catchments. LW budgeting and transport diagrams are available in related literature 

(Steeb et al., 2017). However, even without budgeting accounting LW wood recruitment, 

the most cost-effective strategy to minimize flood-related consequences is to reduce log 

jams at bridges (De Cicco et al., 2020). Study of past floods may provide hints about the 

expected amount of driftwood volume (De Cicco et al., 2018). Nevertheless, data 

collected during clogging processes typically concerns only accumulation at piers 

(Mazzorana et al., 2018). However, evidences show that log accumulation is possible also 

at bridges without piers (Schalko et al., 2017). Also in these scenarios, flume experiments 

play a key-role to understand the clogging mechanism. Limitations concern scale issues 



on log samples’ stiffness and their moisture content and, as pointed out by (De Cicco et 

al., 2018), this can overestimate the blocking probability. On the other hand, increasing 

the log sample smoothness underestimates the likelihood occurrence, balancing the two 

opposite effects. Indeed, field study on LW clogging showed that blocking probability as 

well as backwater rise are well modelled in flumes (Wyss et al., 2021). Conversely, log 

moisture content is still of major concern when retaining LW using for example a 

skimmer wall (Schalko, 2018). Other factors affecting the clogging process are: (i) water 

elevation (i.e. low freeboard), (ii) congested or uncongested transport of LW woods and 

(iii) existence of bridge elements with sharp edges, which can facilitate the entrapment 

(Gschnitzer et al., 2017). Gschnitzer et al. (2017), performed a logistic regression out of 

5760 flume tests to compute the blocking probability of logs against bridge decks. Some 

tests included countermeasures such as a baffle installed on the upstream side of the deck 

and different shapes of logs (i.e. with and without branches). Another experimental study, 

performed by Schmocker & Hager, (2011), accounts for single log blocking probability, 

as tests demonstrated the significance of the first log entrapment on the jam formation. 

This process, unlike the one on piers, does not depend on the log orientation and once a 

single log gets trapped, the clogging process is not likely to revert (Panici & de Almeida, 

2018). The blocking probability is furnished based on bridge features, log geometry and 

flow Froude number.  

2.4 The role of software-based simulations 

Alongside with flume experiments, software-based simulations are useful to 

assess the transport and deposition of drifting wood logs at catchment’s scale (De Cicco 

et al., 2020). But further developments are needed concerning impacts on bridges. Given 

the scope and aims of this study, HEC-RAS was chosen as likely the most widely known 

and used river hydraulics simulation software by practitioners. But, HEC-RAS accounts 



for debris only against piers. Unfortunately, there is no option to model debris against 

decks (Brunner, 2016). Commonly, entrapped driftwood large woods against bridge 

decks is are simulated changing the deck’s geometry by lowering the girder soffit (Parola 

et al., 2000). Other studies consider the deposition of large floating woods on abutments 

instead, thus reducing the span length of the structure (Ruiz-Villanueva et al., 2013). Only 

in those specific cases, HEC-RAS allows to include a blocking obstacle. 

A first challenge addressed here is to merge deterministic numeric tools such as 

HEC-RAS in a probabilistic framework, including changes in the bridge geometry to 

simulate driftwood clogging. This study covers this gap using the HEC-RAS Controller 

feature and implementing Python routines to simulate: (i) the clogging process in a single 

span bridge, (ii) the incremental water elevation, and (iii) the fragility curves generation 

through fitting the results of a Monte Carlo analysis. 

3. Methodological assumptions 

This Section illustrates the assumptions of the proposed method and key concepts, 

such as hydrodynamic coefficients and driftwood blocking probability, quantifying their 

role in the definition of fragilities.  

3.1 Assumptions 

The proposed model analyses the interaction of a bridge with the riverine 

environment based on the following assumptions: (i) this analysis focuses on the 

superstructure of the bridge, while scour effects on piers and abutments are considered 

out of scope; (ii) the bridge is simulated as a rigid body (Oudenbroek et al., 2018); (iii) 

the failure event uses Boolean metric, as the limit states domain originates from the 

assumption of unknown or absent bearings. This perspective often occurs in existing 

single span bridges, in which bearing configuration does not account for lateral restraints 



or shear keys which might prevent the sliding of the structure (Sassu et al., 2017); and 

(iv) the hydraulic analysis is based on a 1D HEC-RAS model, even if a more refined 

analysis can be easily included by performing 2D modelling in HEC-RAS in cases of 

more complex river geometries and substantial deviations of the flow from prevalent 1D 

dynamics. However, the use of a 1D model for wood logs accumulation should be avoided 

due to the complex interaction between the driftwood and the deck. Thus, in the present 

work, data from actual flume tests is employed to account for reliable blocking probability 

estimates, as per Section 3.3. Choice of the flow representation (1D or 2D) is also related 

to the amount of available data in representing the river geometry (e.g. from lidar surveys 

instead of more traditional cross-section type of survey), while the structure of the 

framework remains unaltered. 

3.2 Hydrodynamic Coefficients 

Hydraulic actions on a submerged or partially submerged bluff body can be 

divided into static and dynamic components. The static part acting computed forces on 

the deck can be are depleted of the static part, easy to easily estimated based on water 

elevation. Then, the dynamic portion is decomposed into the horizontal and vertical 

components, called ‘drag’ (FD) and ‘uplift’ (FL) respectively, shown in Figure 1. A 

moment (Mcg) accounts for the distance between the force’s line of action and the centre 

of mass of the body. 

 



Figure 1. Bridge Deck elements (left) and forces schematics in a cross-section (XS) view 

(right). For representation purposes, river embankments, wing walls and approach ramps 

of the bridge are omitted. These elements are intended to be adjacent to the bridge 

abutments. Inundation Ratio indicated as h*. Q1, Q2 represent water discharges, hu and hb 

symbolise the water and the deck elevation, respectively. Deck thickness is indicated as 

s, width as w and the bearing distance as d. 

 

  The hydrodynamic coefficients (Ci) are defined as the ratio between the acting 

force (Fi) and the kinetic energy density: 

𝐶௜ = 𝐹௜ 0.5𝜌௪𝑉௨
ଶ𝐴 ⁄  (1) 

Where i = {D, L} indicates drag and uplift respectively, ρw is the water density, 

which may vary by non-negligible amounts due to flow turbidity, Vu is the approach 

upstream water velocity and A is the projected area of the body in the direction of Fi. The 

moment coefficient Mcg is the overturning moment to the deck’s centre of gravity and w 

is the width of the deck: 

𝐶௠ = 𝑀௖௚ 0.5𝜌௪𝑉௨
ଶ𝐴𝑤⁄  (2) 

Studies on hydrodynamic forces led to formulations included in Standards, such 

as AASHTO (AASTHO, 2012), Eurocode (CEN, 2005), AS5100 (Committee BD-090, 

2017) and Guidelines as FHWA Report HRT-09-028 (Kerenyi et al., 2009), CIRIA 

Manual (Kirby et al., 2015) among others. Differences exist between Codes on the 

quantification of the above coefficients. The advantage of using AASHTO or Eurocode 

compared to FWHA and AS5100 is linked to computational cost, having a constant drag 

coefficient, dynamic thrust considered as independent from water elevation, uplift and 

overturning components as absent. Nevertheless, easier formulations may be problematic 



in several aspects, e.g. how to account for an increased thrust on foundations due to 

negative uplift force on partially submerged decks or, perhaps more critical, how to 

decide if uplift and overturning mechanisms are relevant to the bridge (Tubaldi, Macorini, 

& Izzuddin, 2017). Several multi-hazard frameworks included drag actions as for 

AASHTO (Li et al., 2020). In addition, most of the current approaches to derive flood 

fragility curves do not account for variable hydrodynamic coefficients. Indeed, 

hydrodynamic coefficients do not follow a monotonic increase with water levels and 

hence the critical condition could appear for discharges lower than the standard 200-years 

return period. This work uses the results of the Report HRT-09-028 of FHWA, because 

Kerenyi et al., (2009) employed CFD simulations to reproduce their experimental results 

extending the range of tested conditions. Drag, lift and moment coefficients are provided 

as functions of a parameter called ‘inundation ratio’, taken as the difference between the 

water’s free surface and the bridge clearance, divided by the deck thickness (Figure 1). 

As indicated by (Kerenyi et al., 2009) the drag coefficient assumes values at around 2 for 

h*  0, showing a decreasing trend up to h*  0.8, at incipient deck’s overtop. Then, the 

drag coefficient start to increase, up to around 2 for h*  1.5. While the drag coefficient 

is always positive, the lift one depicted negative values (for I-girders decks), acting as a 

stabilising force, reaching values of about –1.5 at h*  0.9. Then, the lift coefficient turns 

close to zero for h* > 3. The moment coefficient is negative in the interval 0.25 < h*  

1.5, corresponding to a counter clockwise rotation of the deck, with notation of Figure 1. 

The opposite behaviour occurs for h* > 1.5.  Different curves exist in relation to the bridge 

width, w, as this affects the water profile beneath the lowest deck chord and the 

consequent applied forces. 



3.3 Driftwoods Clogging Probability 

The driftwood clogging at bridges may be represented as a random process that 

depends on several variables. Experiments conducted in the last decades shed lights on 

the process, including equations to estimate the backwater rise due to LW (Schalko et al., 

2018, 2019). Categorical probabilities are employed to account for the clogging 

probability. Different test campaigns agree on the most influencing factors for the 

process, which are the congested transport of woods logs, low freeboard at bridges, decks 

with exposed structural elements characterized by sharp edges (De Cicco et al., 2020). 

Many studies focused on the clogging process at bridge piers (De Cicco et al., 

2018), while fewer accounted for the log entrapment at bridge decks. Among these, two 

studies computed the clogging probability of a single and multiple logs. Categorical 

probabilities are employed to account for the clogging probability. The research carried 

out by Schmocker and Hager (2011) parameterized the probability as a function of the 

bridge (B) and log lengths (L), log diameter (DL) and flow depth (h). The driftwood 

orientation does not influence the clogging probability when the bridge deck is the only 

obstacle; this is opposed to what occurs at piers. The clogging probability for a single log 

is expressed by (Schmocker & Hager, 2011): 

𝑃ெ 𝑃௅ெ = −0.074 + 0.88 𝐿 (ℎ + 0.5𝐷௅) 𝐵𝐻⁄⁄   (3) 

In which H is the bridge clearance, PLM is the maximum clogging probability 

tested at three relative flow depths (h/H = 0.9, 1.0 and 1.07). In the scope of this work, it 

is used a variable flow depth and hence, the blocking probability can be assessed only at 

three relative water stages h/H = {0.9, 1.0, 1.07}. Although interpolation it is possible, 

results show relative elevations well above h/H = 1.07, as per the case-study section, and 

therefore extrapolation is not considered. 



This limitation is not present in the research of (Gschnitzer et al., 2017). The 

authors performed a logistic regression to compute the clogging probability of logs, based 

on seven predictor variables: (i) L/B, (ii) h/H, (iii) the channel gradient i, (iv) the 

smoothness of logs, (v) single or multi-span bridges, (vi) the presence of a deflecting 

baffle and (vii) the driftwood transport condition (either single or congested logs). Further 

details will be provided in Section 4. The clogging probability of logs can be expressed 

as (Gschnitzer et al., 2017): 

𝑃 = 1 ൫1 + 𝑒ି(ఉభ௫భାఉమ௫మା⋯ାఉళ௫ళ)൯⁄  (4) 

Where βi are the regression coefficients and xi the predictor variables. Comparing 

the two equations, the one from Gschnitzer et al., (2017) predicts a lower clogging 

probability for h/H > 0.95. This comparison is made on the reference case-study shown 

in the paper of Schmocker and Hager (2011). Although this result can be computed for 

all regimes, the limitations on h/H setups on the Schmocker and Hager research allow for 

a point comparison only. A difference of 18% in blocking probability can be observed by 

applying Equation (3) and (4) to the setup of Schmocker and Hager for h/H = 1. The 

parameters used for this comparison are the following: Fr = 0.8, h/H = 1, L = 10m, B = 

9.5m, DL = 0.5m, H = 2.3m, i = 0.07. With the mentioned values, Schmocker and Hager 

(2011) reported a blocking probability of the single log equal to 0.48, while using the 

formulation of Gschnitzer et al., (2017), it resulted 0.39, which corresponds to a 18% 

variation. Hence, in the present study Equation (4) is employed to characterise the 

clogging process mainly due to given the wider range of h/H tested. Beside this point 

comparison, by using Equation 4 and investigating a driftwood with branches, the 

clogging probability raises up to 0.85, a 54% increment. Although the effect of branches 

is measurable, research on wood density and therefore its buoyancy is still under 



development. Ruiz-Villanueva et al., (2016) reported densities ranging from 600kg/m3 ( 

200 kg/m3) to 800 kg/m3 ( 170 kg/m3), with buoyancy levels ranging from 18-30% for 

the denser category (green wood) to 25-44% for instream stored wood (Ruiz-Villanueva 

et al., 2016). These values, applied to the setup as previously discussed (0.5m), resulted 

in an emerging dimension between 9cm to 22cm. It was therefore deemed more safe to 

consider wood logs with the lowest rising height, as the wood density measurement was 

out of scope within the work of Gschnitzer et al., (2017). Additional details are provided 

in Section 5. 

4. Stochastic Vulnerability Analysis 

The method’s workflow is summarised in Figure 2. The process starts with HEC-

RAS hydraulic models similar to those used by practitioners. The hazard is characterised 

through an existing hydrologic model and gauge station statistics (Ercolani & Castelli, 

2017). Then, the hydrodynamic coefficients are computed at each water stage, while the 

discharge is iteratively increased. Then, based on the knowledge of the investigated 

bridge, assumptions on the stochastic parameters are considered. Subsequently the drag, 

lift and overturning limit states are computed. Then, through Monte Carlo simulations 

fragility curves are obtained. The analysis of clogging scenarios requires the updating of 

previous tasks; specifically, the HEC-RAS bridge geometry is iteratively modified to 

simulate the accumulation of logs against the bridge deck. To this end, during each 

simulation the bottom chord of the girder is progressively lowered to simulate the 

entrapped driftwood, artificially increasing the deck’s thickness. For each different 

geometry a new fragility curve can be drawn and the failure path is contained in the three-

dimensional space: Failure probability - Discharge - Amount of accumulated driftwood 

(cross-sectional increased blockage). The automatized routines used to control HEC-RAS 

are based on the work of (Goodell, 2014), adapted to Python language as shown in the 



work of (Dysarz, 2018). The Python scripts developed in this work are also written in 

Visual Basic for Application (VBA) for comparison and validation purpose. Section 4.1 

illustrates the method in detail, whereas Section 4.2 describes the limit states and Section 

4.3 presents the procedure to obtain the fragility curves. 

 



Figure 2. Workflow of the proposed method. 

4.1 Methodology 

The framework shown in Figure 2 is valid for single span bridges and is based on 

the hypotheses outlined in Section 2. The failure model considers sliding, uplift and deck 

overturning observed during actual floods and flume experiments (Oudenbroek et al., 

2018). The stochastic variables are associated to a previous survey methodology tested 

on 71 bridges (Pucci et al., 2019). Indeed, the deck weight is a source of uncertainty in 

the case study described in Section 5, due to missing original design sheets and 

measurements errors. Literature data allowed for the probabilistic characterisation of the 

deck weight based on the span length, bridge material and typology (Petrangeli, 1996). 

This uncertain parameter, which strongly depends on the design practice and on the codes 

adopted in each Country, is taken from Petrangeli (1996) for an Italian construction site. 

Then, a Monte Carlo simulation is used to sample the deck weight distribution to include 

it in the limit state equations. Then, each value of water depth, velocity, discharge and 

Froude number is retrieved to compute the associated hydrodynamic coefficients and 

hydraulic load on the bridge. The hazard return period is independent from the progress 

of the framework, because the variable water depth achieved with the combined use of 

HEC-RAS and Python, allows to compute the hazard curve after the hydraulic 

simulations. The method can be seen as a lookup table approach, in which simulations 

are run just once. To better clarify this point, if for example one has computed discharges 

from 1 m3/s to 500 m3/s with steps of 0.1 m3/s, this is 4990 HEC-RAS flow stages to 

analyse and can be done in a single run with the help of Python scripting. Then, aside 

from HEC-RAS computations, based on the results of a selected hydrologic model, one 

can find that the 200-year return period flood is associated with a 250 m3/s value. But, 

when among others climate change effects are accounted for in the hydrologic model, 



another discharge value should be considered for the same mean annual exceedance 

frequency, for example 275 m3/s. The whole hydraulic simulation is therefore still valid, 

as the new discharge (275 m3/s) is within the range 1m3/s - 500m3/s of previously 

simulated flow stages. It can be concluded that keeping the physical model separated from 

the probabilistic hazard characterisation allows to increase the cost-effectiveness of the 

method. Hence, both capacity and resistance are included in limit states equations and the 

probability of failure is computed as:  

𝑃௙ = 𝑃( 𝑔(𝑥) ≤ 0  ∣∣  ℎ∗ = ℎ௜
∗ )  = ൣ൫∑ 𝑁௖

ே೟೚೟
௖ ୀଵ ൯ 𝑁௧௢௧ൗ ൧

௜
  (5) 

Where g(x) is a generic limit state function and hi
* the i-th inundation ratio ( Figure 

1), hi
* = (hui - hb) / s, for i = {0, 1, …, n}, in which n is the number of flow discharges 

simulated, hui the upstream water elevation, hb the bridge clearance and s the deck 

thickness. Nc = 1 if gk(x) < 0 (corresponding to bridge failure), whereas Nc = 0 if gk(x) ≥ 

0. Nc and Ntot are the generic and the total number of simulations, for a given hi
*. The 

fragility curve is then computed by using the maximum likelihood method by fitting the 

probabilities obtained from Equation (5) for all the tested ranges of discharge (see Section 

4.3). HEC-RAS simulations are carried out in a steady-flow regime, given that the 

hydrodynamic effect is evaluated by using Equation (1) and (2). The current method is 

tailored to single-span bridges only, as the presence of a pier in combination with 

driftwood, can be modelled using the dedicated existing tool within HEC-RAS. What is 

currently missing within the software’s capabilities, is the clogging process against 

single-span decks. Therefore, the method is repeated for different bridge geometries 

accounting for the debris driftwood effect, which is equal, as a worst-case scenario, to 

lowering the bottom chord of the upstream face of the deck. Hence, the driftwood 

clogging debris accumulation is a sequential damage state.   



4.2 Limit States 

Limit states (LS), g(x) consist of supply s(x) minus demand d(x) equations, i.e. 

g(x) = s(x) - d(x), applied to the deck system of Figure 1. The streamflow force acts on 

the deck with an unknown direction.  Hydrodynamic coefficients, as discussed in Section 

3.2, can assume positive and negative values, in order to account for the thrust direction. 

For example, although it is common to assume that the uplift force has a positive upward 

direction, in the first stages of partial submersion of the deck the corresponding 

coefficient, CL, is negative (Kerenyi et al., 2009). This implies a downward force, which 

in turn translates in greater normal force on bearings and foundations. This dynamic 

component interacts with the static one.  

Hence, static and dynamic components of the flow may lead to the deck failure 

by: (i) dislodging the girder from its position with a sliding mechanism (drag), (ii) 

uplifting the deck due to the interaction of buoyant and dynamic uplift forces, (iii) 

overturning the deck due to the uneven distribution of drag and uplift with respect to the 

deck centre of gravity. The three LSs are treated as simultaneous, because the equations 

consider static and dynamic components of the flow. This is further highlighted when 

deriving fragility functions. Drag, uplift and overturning equations are defined according 

to Equation (1) and (2) reported in Section 3.2. In the following equations the drag, lift 

and moment components are indicated as FDi, FLi, Mcgi respectively. The subscript i = {1, 

…, nQ}, having nQ as the number of flow profiles set in the HEC-RAS simulations. The 

slippage mechanism SLij occurring by sliding at the bearing interface is expressed by 

Equation (6), where j = {1, …nMC}; nMC is the number of iterations performed by the 

sampling algorithm in the Monte Carlo analysis. 

𝑆௅௜௝ = 𝐻௜௝ − 𝐹஽௜ − 0.5 𝜌௪ 𝑔 ∙  𝑤𝑒𝑡𝑈𝑃௜
ଶ + 0.5 𝜌௪ 𝑔  ∙ 𝑤𝑒𝑡𝐷𝑁௜

ଶ (6) 



where g is the gravity constant, wetUP and wetDN are the wetted portion of the 

deck thickness and Hij is the horizontal capacity against dislodging, calculated as: 

𝐻௜௝ = 𝜇 ቀ𝐹𝑧௜ − 𝐹௅௜ − 𝐵ோ௜ − 𝐵்௜ −
ெ೎೒೔

ௗ
+

஻೅೔௪

଺
𝑑ቁ (7) 

μ is the friction coefficient at the interface of the girder and the bearings, BRi and 

BTi are the buoyancy components according to Equation (9), 𝑑 is the bearing distance as 

in Figure 1, w is the deck width and Fz is the deck weight evaluated as follows: 

𝐹𝑧௜ = 𝐺௦௤௠𝐿ௗ𝑤ௗ  + 𝑠௖௟௦𝐿ௗ𝑤ௗ𝜌௖௟௦ (8) 

Gsqm and scls are respectively the steelwork tonnage (kgf/m2) and concrete volume 

per unit of surface (m3/m2) obtained from literature according to the span length and 

structural typology (Petrangeli, 1996). These values are included with a mean value and 

a standard deviation, hypothesizing a normal distribution. ρcls is the concrete density, 

while Ld and wd are the longitudinal and transversal dimensions of the bridge deck. 

The hydrostatic pressure can be decomposed into a rectangular and a triangular 

distribution due to the different water elevations upstream and downstream the bridge. BR 

and BT are given by: 

𝐵ோ = 𝜌௪  𝑔 𝑤 𝑤𝑒𝑡𝐷𝑁 (9) 

𝐵் = 0.5 𝜌௪ 𝑔 𝑤 (𝑤𝑒𝑡𝑈𝑃 − 𝑤𝑒𝑡𝐷𝑁) (10) 

The last addendum to Equation (7) is represented by the moment generated to the 

deck centre of gravity by the triangular distribution of buoyancy. The uplift mechanism 

is generated by the balance between the deck self-weight and the algebraic sum of 

dynamic and static upward components of the hydraulic force. One further underlying 

assumption is that no vehicles are crossing the bridge at the failure time; unfortunately, 



this was not always the case, as reported by previous disasters (Puppio et al., 2018), but 

any additional load would result in more unsafe predictions of the collapse probability 

due to the additional weight. Uplift LS is assessed as:  

𝑈𝑃௜௝ = 𝐹𝑧௝ − (𝐹௅௜ + 𝐵ோ௜ + 𝐵்௜) (11) 

The overturning mechanism occurs due to the rotation of the whole deck under 

the water thrust. That is due to the moment given by the water thrust and the distance of 

its line of action from the deck centre of gravity, CG (Figure 1). In accordance with 

(Oudenbroek et al., 2018), a rotation around the rightmost bearing is assumed, having the 

water flowing from left to right as per Figure 1. 

The vertical distance hcg from the lower girder chord and the centre of gravity is 

calculated at each simulation, for j = {1, …, nMC} by computing the static moment of the 

deck with respect to the lower girder chord. This was deemed necessary as the weight 

distribution changes at each iteration (up to nMC times) in the Monte Carlo procedure. On 

the contrary, the horizontal distance Lcg from the rotation point at the rightmost bearing 

and the centre of gravity is supposed to remain constant, as decks are often symmetric to 

the x-z plane. The overturning moment is given by: 

𝑂𝑉௜௝ = 𝐹𝑧௝𝐿௖௚ − (𝐹௅௜ + 𝐵ோ௜ + 𝐵்௜)𝐿௖௚ + 𝐹஽௜ℎ௖௚௜ − 𝑀௖௚௜ +
஻೅೔௪

଺
 (12) 

4.3 Fragility analysis 

A fragility curve (FC) is, according to Equation (13), the cumulative distribution 

function representing the failure probability of a given structure or exceedance of a 

specific LS. In this paper, it is computed as the conditional probability of exceeding a 

certain damage state DS when a specific hazard magnitude imi occurs. 



𝑃[ 𝐷𝑆 ≥ 𝑑𝑠௞ ∣∣ 𝐼𝑀 = 𝑖𝑚௜ ]  = Φ ቀ
୪୬(௤೔)ఓೖ

ఉೖ
ቁ (13) 

qi are the discharges included in the HEC-RAS simulations, IM = Q river 

discharge and dsk for k = {1,2,3} representing the damage states associated with the three 

limit states defined in Section 3.2. In this work, the failure is treated as a Boolean event 

in Equation (5) and the associated probability is therefore categorical. The probabilities 

of failure are obtained by parameterizing FCs considering a lognormal distribution where 

μk and βk are its mean and standard deviation respectively. 

The LS are computed according to Equations (6), (11) and (12). Then, the outputs 

are included in Equation (5). The curve is therefore fitted to the observed probability of 

failure by using the maximum likelihood method (Baker, 2015). The final fragility curve 

is obtained from Equation (13). 

The relationship between the collapse probability and the return period can be 

found by integrating the joint probability density function and considering that 1/Tr = 

p(Q), as follow: 

𝑃( 𝐷𝑆 ∣ 𝑇𝑟 ) = ∫ 𝑝( 𝐷𝑆 ∣∣ 𝑄 )𝑝(𝑄)𝑑𝑄
 

 
 (14) 

𝑇௥(𝑄) = 𝐶ଵ𝑒஼మொ (15) 

In them, p(DS ∣ Q) is the probability density function of fragility, C1 and C2 are 

two constants to be determined based on extreme-value distributions on historical series 

of discharge data at river gauge stations (Herschy, 2019). Thus, the hazard annual 

exceedance frequency can be recomputed based not only on actual river flow data, but 

also on future trends.  

The impact of driftwoods is accounted considering its their entrapment 

probabilities p(D) and new HEC-RAS geometries. The fragilities associated with the 



updated bridge geometry are the conditional probabilities P[DS ∣ Q*], where Q* = f(h, 

D, Q) depends on bridge geometry, driftwood dimensions and river discharge. This 

function is implicitly accounted for when merging the hydraulic model with the inputs 

deduced from the driftwood model and the rainfall events (i.e., hydrologic model). In 

these occurrences, the fragilities include the driftwood occurrence as a certain event, i.e., 

(p(D) = 1), while p(D) shows that the blocking probabilities are below 1 for most 

occurrences (see Section 3.3). Hence, to include the marginal p(D) within the updated 

fragilities, the following equation is used: 

𝑃[ 𝐷𝑆 ≥ 𝑑𝑠௞ ,  𝐷 = 𝑑௠ ∣∣ 𝑄∗ ] =
൫௣(஽ௌ, ஽ୀௗ೘∩ொ∗)൯

൫∫ ௣(஽ௌ, ஽ ୀ ௗ೘∩ொ∗)ௗொ∗ 

  ൯
 (16) 

𝑃(DS, D = d୫ ∩ 𝑄∗) = 𝑝[𝐷𝑆∗ |𝑄∗] 𝑝(𝑄∗) 𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝑝(𝑄∗) = 𝑝(𝐷|𝑄) = 𝑝(𝐷)  (17) 

Equation (17) is valid because p(D) and p(Q) are independent events; i.e., the log 

entrapment is not a function of the flow discharge: see Section 3.3, Equation (4). Then, 

one can substitute the Q* with Q because the new geometries are tested on the same set 

of discharges which are independent from the driftwood clogging probability. In addition, 

both structural and hydraulic models included the effect of the modified geometry at each 

sequential clogging event. Indeed, p[DS* ∣ Q*] considers the modified geometry and DS* 

refers to the clogging event dm, while the subscript k is maintained for the three LS, i.e., 

slippage, uplift and overturning. The new family of FC is obtained with Equation (16) 

and can be plotted for each k-th mode of failure on the space Failure Probability – 

Discharge – Blockage Ratio, where the latter is defined as the ratio of the occupied to the 

free cross-section area. The failure path is therefore not unique for each bridge as it 

depends on the sequence of clogged logs against the bridge deck. Sequential probabilities 

in Equation (18) are separately evaluated for each mode of failure. The occurrence 



probability of changes in wood jam upstream the bridge deck is evaluated for a given LS 

(i.e., fixed dk) to follow the influence of successive entrapped logs. 

𝑃[ 𝐷𝑆 = 𝑑௞,  𝐷 = 𝑑௠  ∣∣  𝑄 ] = 𝑃[ 𝐷𝑆 ≥ 𝑑௞,  𝐷 = 𝑑௠ ∣∣ 𝑄 ] −

𝑃[ 𝐷𝑆 ≥ 𝑑௞,  𝐷 = 𝑑௠ + 1 ∣∣ 𝑄 ] (18) 

 5. Application 

The method proposed in this work is applied to a bridge located in Carrara, 

Tuscany, Italy. 

The case-study bridge is located in via Menconi, spanning above the Carrione creek, a 46 

km2 basin, ending into the Mediterranean Sea. In 2003 a flood overtopped the via 

Menconi bridge and the authorities decided for its reconstruction, widening and 

deepening the river’s cross-section by 3.8 and 1.2 m respectively. The new bridge, 

considered in the present study, was built in 2007, but recent flood events proved the 

bridge inadequate performance facing low clearances, being at risk of overtopping. 

Eventually, in 2021 the bridge owner decided to replace it. Back in 2007, the hydraulic 

study reported 425.1 m3/s for the 200 year return period. In 2014 a new study 

commissioned by Regione Toscana reported a 459.6 m3/s using the MOBIDIC Model 

developed by Castelli (Castelli et al., 2014). Ultimately, an updated peak discharge of 

437.9 m3/s following a recalibration of MOBIDIC was indicated. 

 



Figure 3. Case-study bridge. Built in 2007. Demolished in 2021. 

 

The bridge consists of a composite steel-concrete deck, with 60 cm tall I-girders 

connected through studs to a concrete cap of about 20 - 25 cm. The design sheets were 

not available and only overall external dimensions of the deck were provided from the 

inspection campaign in 2018 (Pucci et al., 2019). Therefore, the self-weight of the deck 

was unknown. This led us to hypothesize it according to the available measurements, 

structural typology and span length. The bridge is 10.4 m wide, spanning 19 m between 

the bearings. Literature data of similar bridges suggested mean value () and standard 

deviation () of steelwork tonnage as  = 250 kg/m2 and  = 50 kg/m2 and a concrete 

incidence as  = 0.3 m3/m2,  = 0.1 m3/m2 (Petrangeli, 1996). 

For the sake of computational cost, the steel railing was not considered as an 

active part of the 1D HEC-RAS model. This assumption underestimates the blockage 

effect during the transition of the flow above the deck. However, overtopping water forces 

combined with debris lead to the collapse of steel parapets before any of the investigated 

limit states would occur. On the contrary, reinforced concrete parapets play a major role 

in adding a fictitious thickness to the deck that should not be neglected (Puppio et al., 

2018). The bridge of Figure 3 is part of a wider HEC-RAS model built upon request of 

Regione Toscana. The model was provided under license from Regione Toscana; as such, 

additional details can be provided by the corresponding department (“Direzione Difesa 

del Suolo e Protezione Civile”) at local authority. The whole Carrione’s reach within the 

floodplain is considered in the model. All the bridges spanning over the river are modelled 

in HEC-RAS and therefore interfering effects such as backwater rise are included in our 

computations. 



As per hydrologic model it is used MOBIDIC, having the two mentioned 

calibrated datasets as inputs for the discharge computation. The hydraulic model is a 1D 

HEC-RAS geometry, sufficiently accurate to describe the river’s behaviour. The 

hydrodynamic and driftwood coefficients are retrieved from FHWA (Kerenyi et al., 2009) 

and (Gschnitzer et al., 2017), respectively.  

The limit states Equation (6), (11) and (12) are developed according to the rigid-

body hypothesis used in hydrodynamic flume experiments (Kerenyi et al., 2009; 

Oudenbroek et al., 2018). These equations are valid if no lateral restraint systems are 

placed; on the contrary, a shear failure mechanism shall be accounted for when the lateral 

movement is forbidden (e.g., through shear keys). The actual bridge might have such 

restraints, as it was not possible to determine the type and properties of installed bearings. 

As such, only Equation (6) might not reflect a possible failure mechanism for the actual 

structure. Nevertheless, the validity of the framework can be demonstrated with this 

dataset, having the non-trivial advantage of a calibrated hydraulic and hydrologic model. 

Several scenarios are tested with a newly in-house developed software tool able 

to interact and modify inputs to HEC-RAS geometry and flow, incorporating also the 

probabilistic model. The discharge interval which balanced accuracy and computational 

cost for the present case-study are 150 m3/s and 600 m3/s as initial and final flow values. 

The stepwise flow increment is 1 m3/s. The HEC-RAS outputs include water surface 

elevations and velocities of upstream and downstream cross sections of the bridge. Then, 

for each HEC-RAS flow step, a Monte Carlo analysis with 20k simulations of bridge 

weights is performed. Limit states and fragility curve generation are computed according 

to Equation (6), (11), (12) and (13), respectively. As Hydrodynamic Coefficients vary 

with height and velocity, their values are computed for each HEC-RAS output table. 

Hence, a total of 9 million unique combinations of deck weight – river discharge are input 



for the limit states computation. To keep the computational cost under control, a 

linearization of the three failure domains near the zero of each limit state function is 

performed and only this value written in the output file. The procedure is double-checked 

with two independent languages (Python-based and VBA-based) under the current ranges 

of tested flows, to ensure accuracy and consistency in results. The fragility curves have 

the mean and standard deviation values, in m3/s and according to Equation (13), as follow: 

Slippage ( = 308.941;  = 0.020), Overturning ( = 365.646;  = 0.045), Uplift ( = 

420.074;  = 0.109). These fragility parameters are used to derive Figure 4. 

 

Figure 4. Fragility curves for the three limit states without the influence of clogged driftwood. 

 

The three failure mechanisms occur simultaneously as part of the same force. 

Therefore, if the first limit state occurs, then the structure fails. In the case-study, the 

slippage is the most critical. 

Then, the driftwood wood log blocking probability it is computed for each water 

surface elevation, using Equation (16). The resulting fragility curve does not follow a 

normal distribution, as the wood log entrapment probability follows a logit model. 

Accounting the most severe limit state – slippage – the same 9 million simulations are 
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run for different blockage ratios, namely: 10%, 20%, 30%, 40% of the bridge clearance 

being occupied by clogged driftwood; where the blockage ratio is the ratio between the 

clogged area and the one without the reduced clearance. When the blockage ratio equals 

0.20, it corresponds to the unclogged scenario, where only the deck’s thickness is the only 

obstacle to the river flow, i.e., 0.91m / (3.6m + 0.91m) = 0.2. According to Section 3.3, 

the first driftwood accumulation was hypothesised being 9.1cm, corresponding to a 

deck’s thickness increment of s = 10%. Successive entrapped logs follows the same 

principle, resulting in driftwood clogging thicknesses of 9.1cm (s = 10%), 18.2cm (s 

= 20%), 27.3cm (s = 30%), 36.4cm (s = 40%) given by a sequence of log entrapments.  

 

Figure 5. Interpolated surface of fragility curves for the tested scenarios clogging events. 

Blockage ratio 0.20 equals the case of no driftwood, while the other values represent a 

progressively increased driftwood clogging situations. 

 

Each scenario is treated with Bayesian probability, assuming at first the clogging 

as a certain event, while afterwards its occurrence probability is considered according to 
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Equation (4). The actual fragility curve lies in the space because of the log accumulation 

process. As expected, higher probability of failures are obtained for a given discharge in 

case of debris clogged driftwood.  

Figure 6 shows that the blocking phenomenon severely affects the failure 

probability of the bridge and even a small reduction in clearance can result in a significant 

reduction of the safety of the structure. Specifically, at 298 m3/s the failure probability 

without driftwood clogging is 3.3%, while it reaches 76.8% when a 9.1 cm thick log wood 

jam occurs, due to the increased hydraulic forcing experienced by the bridge deck, as the 

area normal to the flow increases; this value corresponds to 10% of the deck’s thickness 

(i.e., 0.91m x 0.1 = 9.1 cm). Therefore, driftwood clogging against log accumulation on 

simply supported decks should be thoroughly investigated in both design and 

management of existing bridges. 

 

Figure 6. 2D representation of the fragility curves for different blocking scenarios as a 

percentage of deck’s thickness increment (s) for slippage LS. s  = 0% coincides with 

the Slippage curve of Figure 4. Each 10% addition corresponds to clogged driftwood 
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scenarios, resulting in s = 9.1cm increment of deck thickness; i.e., at s = 10%, the total 

deck thickness is: 0.91m + 0.1*0.91m = 1.00m. 

 

The last aspect concerns the influence of the hydrologic model recalibration on 

the failure probability. Changes in land use as well as climate change effects on 

precipitation trends can lead the same discharge to have different return periods. This 

implies that a structure will have different safety levels on its lifespan not only due to 

structural aging, corrosion, among others, but also because of changes in design loads. 

Figure 7 shows this aspect applied to the presented case-study. 

  

Figure 7. Influence of hydrologic model recalibration on the failure probability, for 

slippage limit state. Dashed line is used for the original model (Tr1), while the continuous 

highlights the fragility curve after model recalibration (Tr2). Therefore, P[SL | Tri] is the 

conditional probability of failure for slippage limit state (SL), given the original 

hydrologic model (Tr1) and the recalibrated one (Tr2).  

 

According to Figure 7, a 30-year return period flood before the model 

recalibration would have led to a failure probability of 0.9, while after to 0.6. The same 
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return period matched with the following discharges, respectively: 306.1 m3/s and 287.1 

m3/s. Hence, a decrease in peak discharge of 6.2% resulted in 33.3% decrease in failure 

probability. In this case, the recalibration led to lower discharges, but the same logic 

applies in the event of higher loads. As such, a hydrologic model recalibration plays a 

key-role in the structural safety. 

6. Conclusions 

Fragility curves provide the probability of reaching and exceeding certain limit 

states at a range of hazard magnitudes. At present, there is a lack on flood fragility 

research accounting for hydrodynamic actions against single-span decks, as the focus is 

usually on multi-span and mainly on piers. A significant gap in current literature concerns 

also the fragility of bridge decks considering driftwood clogging. But, following bridge 

failure events, flume experiment campaigns highlighted the role of driftwood blockage 

on single span bridges. This work combined the mentioned experimental results in a 

probabilistic framework, using HEC-RAS software and in-house scripts. The paper 

presented a method to derive fragility curves for single-span bridges under hydrodynamic 

actions and accounting for driftwood clogging probability. The paper investigated three 

limit states, namely slippage, uplift and overturning, highlighting the absence of the latter 

two phenomena in current European and American standards, although being considered 

in the Australian standard. It also mentioned the implications of flume experiments for 

the design and assessment of bridges, such as the counterintuitive negative hydrodynamic 

uplift dynamic component at early stage of submersion, which in turn increases the 

compressive load on foundations. From the hazard point of view, the paper highlights the 

key-role of hydrologic model when climatic shifts occur at catchment’s level; 

specifically, land use or climate change effects can lead to significant differences in safety 

levels. At river level, hydraulic models play a key-role in identifying effects influencing 



the structural response to the water forcing. Specifically, the case-study suffered not only 

overtop but also an increased positive uplift due to backwater effects generated by a 

nearby downstream structure. This effect could have been unaccounted for if no hydraulic 

model would have been employed. Lastly, the role of driftwood jams at bridge decks is 

investigated revealing a significant increase of failure probability during clogging 

processes. 

Limitations of this work concerns hypotheses on the bearing typology and 

simplified clogging process, by simulating an increased deck’s thickness. This 

assumption corresponds to a worst-case scenario, as it neglects the driftwood clogging 

porosity.  Therefore, for a deeper analysis on driftwood clogging, it is suggested to use 

dedicated tools (Quiniou et al., 2022). Future developments of this work might include 

the influence of bridge typology and bearings, but also the variation of hydrodynamic 

loads for different deck shapes. This work concerns the use of single span bridges, while 

current literature offers valuable approaches considering piers (Dagá et al., 2018). The 

scour effect on abutments is also neglected, as this study focuses on bridge superstructure. 

Nevertheless, the present framework can be integrated in already existing approaches 

accounting for scour. As land use and climate change affect precipitation trends, the same 

discharge can have different return periods, which in turn can lead to dissimilar safety 

levels throughout the structure's lifespan. Overall, the findings demonstrate the 

importance of considering hydrodynamic forces and driftwood in single-span bridge 

deck’s design and management. 
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