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Durante as duas últimas décadas, um número significativo de novas guerras espalharam os seus danos nos 
tecidos sociais e físicos das cidades. O ato de urbicídio que tem sido tomado como ato de guerra cometido 
contra as cidades de modo a quebrar as ligações do seu tecido sócio-urbano, prejudicar a memória coletiva e 
a identidade social, e impor um impacto traumático nas comunidades.

Desde 2011 que a Síria sofre com um conflito devastador onde as cidades se tornaram campos de batalha. 
Até agora destruíram-se amplas parcelas da sua estrutura física e  metade da sua população foi forçada a 
deslocar-se, procurando refúgio em outras cidades e países. Sobre este contexto, a presente  investigação 
procura uma visão detalhada da cidade de Damasco, o seu desenvolvimento urbano, social e político ao longo 
do tempo, incluindo a análise do conflito em curso e do seu impacto, de modo a pensar possíveis quadros de 
acção a implementar no pós-guerra.

Consequentemente, devido aos numerosos efeitos das guerras, a resposta das estratégias de reconstrução é, 
no essencial, de responder às situações de emergência reconstruindo a estrutura física das cidades e atendendo 
às necessidades de socorro da população afetada. No entanto, a complexidade exigida às  estratégias de 
reconstrução pós-guerra precisam de ser tratadas sob um entendimento amplo, visando um desenvolvimento 
sustentável e holístico. 

Este trabalho de investigação irá lançar alguma luz acerca do assunto, explorando possíveis recomendações 
de reconstrução e respetivas estratégias. Para o efeito, foram tomadas como referência as experiências de 
reconstruçãos da cidade de Sarajevo e do Acampamento Nahr el-Bared de modo a ampliar a compreensão 
dos processos de reconstrução pós-guerra. Uma compreensão que segue a análise da sua história, da estrutura 
social e configuração urbana. Adicionalmente, procedeu-se à análise da forma como as estratégias aplicadas 
no rescaldo do conflito armado lidaram com o trauma resultante do evento, como a memória e a identidade 
de seu ambiente sócio-urbano. Deste modo o presente trabalho de investigação, explorar o seguinte quadro 
conceptual - urbicídio, trauma, memória e identidade - a fim de definir a relação entre indivíduos e ambientes 
urbanos.

Jobar, um município de Damasco localizado numa das frentes de batalha mais importantes do conflito 
sírio, foi selecionado como área de estudo para a proposta de uma visão de reinício para o seu futuro, baseada 
na análise da cidade de Damasco e das conclusões daí retiradas assim como das recomendações estabelecidas 
para as estratégias de reconstrução.

RESUMO





During the past two decades, there has been a significant number of  new wars which spread their damage 
over both the social and physical fabrics of  cities. The mere act of  urbicide which has been taken as a mean of  
war committed upon cities to break down the bonds of  socio-urban texture, damage the collective memory 
and social identity, and cause a traumatic impact on communities.

Since 2011, Syria has been suffering from a devastating conflict in which cities became battlegrounds that 
have so far destroyed large swaths of  their physical structure and forced half  of  the country’s population to 
flee, seeking refuge in other cities and countries. Therefore, this research will present a detailed overview of  
Damascus city, its urban, social and political development over time leading to the ongoing conflict and its 
impacts which will set the stage for the desired post war action.

In the aftermath, due to the numerous effects of  war, the immediate response of  reconstruction strategies 
is to answer the emergency of  the situation by rebuilding the physical structure and attending the needs of  the 
affected population. However, the complexity of  post-war reconstruction strategies needs to be addressed in 
a broader approach, aiming for a sustainable and holistic development.

This research will shed some light over the subject, exploring possible recommendations for reconstruction 
and its strategies. As such, the reconstruction experience of  Sarajevo city and Nahr el-Bared Camp have 
been considered as case studies in order to reach a better understanding of  the post-war reconstruction 
process, through analyzing their history, social fabric, and urban configuration. In addition, elaborating how 
the strategies applied in the aftermath have dealt with the trauma that resulted in such an event, and how the 
memory and identity of  its socio-urban environment were addressed. Thus, this research will seek to deeply 
examine the following conceptual framework - urbicide, trauma, memory, and identity - in order to define 
their relation between the individuals and urban environments. 

Jobar, a Damascene municipality and one of  the important battle fronts in the Syrian conflict, has been 
selected as a sample area to propose a vision of  a restart for its future, based upon analysis of  Damascus city 
and the drawn conclusions coupled with the established recommendations of  reconstruction strategies. 
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Strategies Of  Post-War Reconstruction

Through the past two decades, the world has seen several civil armed conflicts, the period from 1989 till 
1999 produced 110 armed conflicts in 73 locations (Gleditsch et al. 2002). Describing most of  them as “New 
Wars”, a term coined by Mary Kaldor (2012) after the cold war, it concerns the types of  war that are neither 
classical nor civil, that are a blend between international and civil conflicts, with local and foreign actors 
competing for sovereignty and paramilitaries and national armies contesting over cities. These “New Wars” 
have a strong impact upon economic stability, social relation, physical structure … etc. 

The most notable consequences of  war are the physical destruction of  urban environment, damaging 
infrastructures, homes, and sometimes destroying entire neighborhoods forcing communities to leave, leading 
to internal and external displacement. Some cities have been entirely destroyed such as Grozny (Chechen), 
others suffered years of  urban warfare like Beirut (Lebanon), and entire displacement of  population like in 
Kosovo (Yugoslavia), while Sarajevo endured a prolonged siege, ethnic cleansing, and deliberate physical 
destruction.

Adressing this, Urbicide (Coward 2007) is a term used to describe the deliberate attack on a city’s physical 
structure by destroying homes, heritage sites, landmarks, and local-public spaces. A common mean of  wars 
and conflicts, not for military strategic reasons, but for its cultural and social importance. Thus, it creates 
social division, threatens collective memory, and attacks social identity causing a traumatic psychological 
impact on individuals .

In consequence of  armed conflict, Post war reconstruction plans generally aim to respond to humanitarian 
needs, establish security and social-economic development. These efforts tend to focus more on dealing 
with an emergency, responding to immediate humanitarian needs and establishing internal security through 
weapon reduction, especially in the context of  new wars, while the physical reconstruction plans aim towards 
functionality, restoration and reparation of  the damaged physical structure and infrastructure. Sultan Barakat 
defines post-war reconstruction as “a range of  holistic activities in an integrated process designed not only to reactivate 
economic and social development but at the same time to create a peaceful environment that will prevent a relapse into violence”. 
(Barakat 2005:11).

Architects and planners -local or international- face multiple dilemmas in the post-war reconstruction 
plans due to the complexity of  the subject. Such as whether to respond to the reconstruction of  basic needs 
in short term programs or focus directly on long term needs to reduce risk of  relapse of  conflict, and whether 
to engage the affected population in decision making or rely solely on professional contractors. Although the 
functional reconstruction of  houses and infrastructure have been prioritized in recent years for its direct link 
to those affected by destruction and displacement, however in recent years there has been a call to a broader 
approach to bridge between spatial challenges and social political concerns. (Barakat, et.al 1998). 

Combining spatial with social dimensions can be an effective tool in the reconstruction process. 
Reconstructing urban environment through understanding its identity, culture and social dynamics can play a 
significant role in social development and stability in the aftermath  of  wars. Although many would consider 
including local community members and professionals in shaping reconstruction activities of  the ‘place of  
belonging’ as impractical and complicated, it could prove its worth as a key element in identifying issues, 



needs, priorities, advantages, possibilities, and potential problems perceived by the communities as Barakat 
and Cockburn puts it: 

‘settlement reconstruction’ is an ‘incremental learning process’ by local people who have to learn to ‘grow it’, and for themselves 
‘to grow with it’. The product, the ‘new’ settlement, has to belong to those who live in it. This ‘sense of  place’ and people’s ‘sense 
of  belonging’ to it can only be fully realized over time but we believe it can be planted right at the beginning by putting the 
responsibility with the prospective inhabitants through their involvement. (Cockburn and Barakat, 1991: 61)

Modern Warfare
The Arab spring protests that began in 2011, in countries like Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen, which 

have marked  a new era for the Syrian Arab Republic. Small public protests began in January, two months later 
larger peaceful demonstrations took the streets quickly spreading into many parts of  the country demanding 
civil rights, freedom, and dignity. The government’s immediate response was with live ammunition, random 
detentions, and vandalism. By the summer of  2011, the situation escalated to an armed conflict between 
defected army groups and the Syrian army. Now, the conflict have passed its 7th year , with numerous local 
and foreign armed groups backed by influential states fighting against the Syrian army which in turn is aided 
by Russia and Iran, the conflict is still ongoing, bringing more pain and tragedy on a daily basis.

The conflict has deeply impacted both the physical and social structure of  Syria. Cities were used as 
battlegrounds for the government and rebels fighting groups such as Homs, Aleppo, Damascus and numerous 
towns. Causing partial or full breakdown of  urban systems, by destroying houses, infrastructure, roads, and 
even schools and hospitals, which left tragic consequences on their inhabitants and led to local economic 
collapse in many areas. The estimated damaged of  the physical capital stock ratio is about 7% of  the housing 
stock destroyed and 20% partially damaged, although the percentage varies from one city to another. The 
cumulative loss in gross domestic product (GDP) has been estimated at $226 billion, about four times the 
Syrian GDP in 2010 (World Bank Group 2017).

Even so, the most devastating effect of  war concerns human lives and demographic displacement. The 
death toll has reached over 470.000 deaths and around 100.000 believed to be detained or missing, while 
half  of  the pre-conflict population has been forcibly displaced. According to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the total number of  Syrians presently registered as refugees in neighboring 
countries is 4.9 million and more than 800.000 are estimated to have sought asylum in Europe during 2015 
and 2016, in addition to 5.7 million internally displaced with 56% of  them remaining within their own 
governorates (OCHA 2017) (Fig.1).

Rif  Dimashq (Rural Damascus) is an important battlefront in the Syrian conflict because of  its strategic 
location surrounding the capital Damascus, the regime’s seat of  power and its most protected area, as the fall 
of  the capital in the hands of  rebels means the fall of  the regime. Therefore, Rif  Dimashq has been a target 
of  constant heavy shelling, air strikes, and artillery bombardments destroying or damaging around 35% of  
its physical structure between housing units, apartments and other types. Since 2013, Eastern Ghouta (the 
oasis surrounding the capital) has been under constant siege, where approximately 426.000 people including 
200.00 children are living under deteriorated situation. Despite being recently under a de-escalation agreement, 
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airstrikes and barrel bombs have not stopped, damaging infrastructure, hospitals, and schools leaving 22 
communities with a shortage of  food, health-care, and medicine.

Research Objectives and Questions

The main aim of  this research is to contribute to a better understanding of  the complex subject of  post-war 
reconstruction and building a conceptual framework in a multidisciplinary approach taking into consideration 
reconstruction activities in holistic terms. The proposed objective requires to identify practical and effective 
approaches in addition to understand the successes, failures and errors of  the applied methodologies in post-
conflict situations taking into account the cases of  Sarajevo and Nahr-el Bared as references for the research. 
This would lead the work to reach and gather a set of  recommendations and guidelines aiming for a conscious 
intervention by designers, architects and urban planners, that would able to integrate the participation of  
multidisciplinary agents and most particularly the affected community. 

In this sequence we can also glimpse a possible restart of  the selected sample area of  Jobar, Damascus, 
aiming not for a project, establishing and drawing a proposal able to answer all surveyed questions, delineating 
urban infrastructures, structures and patterns, but rather to claim and envisioning the idea of  a future.

The overall approach is based upon analytical and qualitative research in architecture and urban studies 
in combination with social sciences through a wide range of  sources such as Ismae’l Sheikh Hassan, Carel 
Bertram and Martin Diaz, whose work allows the analysis of  the two case studies.

The study addresses the following questions:

1. What is the role of  memory and identity in rebuilding an urban environment in a post-conflict 
situation? In return, how reconstruction of  the urban environment helps heal the trauma that ruptured both 
the collective memory and the shared identity of  society as well as their place of  belonging? 

2. What can be learned from post-war reconstruction methods applied in cases such as Sarajevo and 
Nahr-el Bared, and what wider implications and applications to recovery efforts can be drawn? 

3. How such concepts of  memory and identity would help in contextualizing a set of  recommendations 
for the research study case, and how the relationship between society and built environment can contribute 
in decision making and long-term recovery?

Research Methodology

This study is based on descriptive analytical research and qualitative process relying on gathering facts and 
information about post-war reconstruction in context of  new wars. This approach was done through analysis, 
interpretation, and evaluation of  data in order to reach; a better understanding of  this complex subject and 
an acceptable recommendation for the case study of  Jobar. Both the analytical and qualitative research relied 
on documental research depending on data archives, governmental and institutional documents, and census 
materials, such as: UNHCR, UNOCHA and The Venice Charter  2016. In addition, the documental and data 
survey is supported by books and studies, periodicals and newspapers in order to make a critical evaluation of  
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the material in hand. Such as: Adrian Lahoud, Stephen Graham, Bachlard Gaston, David Morley and Kevin 
Robins which set the bases for the analysis of  the concepts presented in this work.

Structure and Organization

The study is organized in six parts, first of  which is the preamble, an introduction to the subject of  
post-war reconstruction in its physical and social dimensions and a brief  overview of  the modern warfare 
in Syria. The second part provides a detailed overview on Damascus city, its urban, social and political 
development over time leading to the ongoing conflict and its impacts. The third part focuses on theoretical 
and conceptual understanding of  four concepts; urbicide, trauma, memory, and identity. By defining each 
one of  these concepts, we seek to find their relation with the urban environment and individuals, in addition 
to their role in the reconstruction process. The fourth part examines two experiences of  post-conflict 
providing an overview to the Sarajevo and Nahr-el Bared cases. Here it is presented a brief  study of  their 
political history, culture, identity, and the traumatic event and its impacts on socio-spatial dimension. It 
investigates the urban configuration of  both prior and after the conflict in addition to the applied strategies 
of  governmental institutions, international organization and relief  agencies national and international efforts 
in the reconstruction process. Followed up by the fifth that overview of  the history of  the selected sample 
and analyzing its socio-urban development untill the conflict period. The sixth part presents a conclusion of  a 
recommendation nature to postwar reconstruction strategies relying on findings and insights gained through 
the research that will set a model, for the seventh and final part, a conceptual restart to Jobar neighborhood 
in Damascus city.

The study is structured throughout a main body of  text that is placed on a main column followed up by a 
lateral column where illustrations, images and maps, quotes and notes, additional and supportive information, 
and further detailed ideas and data. In addition, the study includes a photo album scattered between the 
chapters that helps us to construct and communicate, through image, the spirit of  the explored concepts and 
intended areas of  study.





DAMASCUS

part 2





To Damascus, years are only moments, decades are only flitting trifles of time. She measures time, not by days and months 
and years, but by the empires she has seen rise, and prosper and crumble to ruin. She is a type of immortality......Damascus 
has seen all that has ever occurred on earth, and still she lives. She has looked upon the dry bones of a thousand empires, 
and will see the tombs of a thousand more before she dies. Though another claims the name, old Damascus is by right the 
Eternal City.
         Mark Twain (1869, 456–458) 

Fig.2: Mohammed Mohiedin Anis known as Abu Omar, is a Syrian businessman and car collector, based in Aleppo. Source: 
photographer Joseph Eid, March 2017





Fig.3: Damascus Sequence of  Events
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Damascus, the capital of  Syrian Arab Republic, is founded upon the 
physical structures of  successive civilizations that left their trace onto the 
urban fabric; streets, alleys, monuments, homes,  and people along their 
traditions and ways of  living. The heart of  the historic center revolves 
around traces of  Jupiter’s temple, the Roman Decumanus Maximus, 
which is the (main street now the famous Souk of  ‘Medhat Pasha’), the 
great Umayyad mosque, Damascus citadel, and many others surrounded 
by an organic growth of  traditional Arabic houses.

The city is located southeast of  the country and is considered to be 
the oldest continuously inhabited city in the world. The old Damascus 
holdings a statute of  World Heritage Site. The city’s unique location, in a 
valley rich in agricultural lands that is fed by the river Barada, witnessed 
very early settlements since 9000 BC. It went through many realizations 
and developments since the Hellenic era through Byzantine, Ottoman, 
Umayyad kingdoms and French Mandate until the ongoing conflict.

“There is an honored old tradition that the immense garden which Damascus stands 
in was the Garden of  Eden, and modern writers have gathered up many chapters of  
evidence tending to show that it really was the Garden of  Eden, and that the rivers 
Pharpar and Abana are the “two rivers” that watered Adam’s Paradise. It may be 
so, but it is not paradise now, and one would be as happy outside of  it as he would be 
likely to be within”. Mark Twain (1869, 456–458) 

According to ancient Accadian and Egyptian Documents, Damascus 
was known as “Damashqa” and it firstly appeared as an important caravan 
center surrounded by fertile oasis at the crossroad of  three important 
trade routes that led out of  the city; western road which led to Egypt, a 
southern one led to Mecca, and eastern one led to Babylon (Lababedi, 
2008). During the 11th century B.C, it increasingly became an important 
city and served as the capital of  the Aramean kingdom. later in 8th 
century B.C formed a part of  the Assyrian Empire when it took control 
over the region.

Greek and Roman Era

At this time, the early urban structure of  Damascus was set, (its  walls 
were built around the existing area). The Hellenic era (around 334-146 
BC) brought the first city plan characterized by geometric patterns and 
straight perpendicular lines, based upon the strategy of  Hippodamus of  
Miletus where the streets width was half  the height of  the houses and 
the “Agora” was 45100 m in dimension (Fig.13) (Mansour, 2015). So far, 

History & Urban Background

Fig.4: Salihiye-mill based on AL-Jazari Mill 
design

Fig.5: Jupiter Temple

Fig.6: Bab Tuma

Fig.7: Bab sharqi (Gate of  the Sun)

Fig.8: Bab Kisan
Figuers (4-8) are images circulated over the internet



the pattern is still evident in the structure of  the old Damascus center 
juxtaposing the location of  the Greek temple of  Jupiter with the site of  
Umayyad Mosque (Fig.5, Fig.14), (Lababedi, 2008).

In 64BC Syria was a provenance of  the Roman Empire, and the city 
was reorganized and expanded according to the same grid. Also, the 
first water pipes system was developed at the same time, which can still 
be seen in today’s Qanawat district (Burns, 2005), (Fig.4). The Romans 
constructed new neighborhoods and enclosed the area in a rectangular 
dimensions of  1.500*750 meters with a wall that hold seven gates (Fig.6, 
Fig.7, Fig.8), three in the North, two in the south and one at the east and 
the other at the west side, which were the most important ones as they 
were located at both ends of  the main street, the “Decumanus Maximus”, 
currently known as “Medhat Pasha” market, shown in (Fig.2) (Mansour, 
2015). The Roman control fell apart around 600 A.D to the hands of  
Byzantine. The layout of  the city began to change as they were lacking 
in administrative organization. The church and house owners had the 
freedom to expand their properties and the temple of  Jupiter was rebuilt 
as the Cathedral of  St. John the Baptist (Wifstrand, 2009), (Fig.15).

Islamic Era

Due to the Byzantine weakness Umayyad gained control over the 
city in 635 and the Umayyad Mosque was built over the church of  St. 
John (Fig.9). During the Umayyad era, the city grew in a random manner 
due to the importance of  private property in Islam, people were free to 
expand their properties as long as their neighbors were not offended. The 
use of  animals as a primary way of  transport over chariots eliminated 
the need for wide streets, thus came as a result the narrow winding 
streets. According to (Lapidus, 1973), Arabs used to settle in existing 
conquered cities and rarely built new cities of  their own, the Umayyad 
early city followed this model and thus was not designed or developed, 
as economic and urban life continued on the same site. As Kennedy 
(1985) said,

“this continuity of  social and political function did not result in a continuity of  
architectural design and urban planning, even in cities like Damascus. The broad, 
colonnaded streets were invaded and divided up by intrusive structures, both houses 
and shops, became more like narrow winding lanes than the majestic thorough fares 
of  classical antiquity; and the extensive, open agora, scene for markets and meetings, 
was gone .”

Fig.9: The /ummayad mosuqe, Dmascus, 2014. 
Photo available at: http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.
com/

Fig.10: historic center alleys. Photo availabe at: 
http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Fig.11: historic center alleys. Photo availabe at: 
http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Fig.12: historic center alleys. Photo availabe at: 
http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Sunni and Shia are the two main branches 
of Islam. Sunni is commonly described as 
orthodox, which follows the teachings only...



Fig.13: Damascus during 
the helenic Era. Source: Ross 
Burns Damascus: A History

Fig.14: Damascus during 
the Greek Era. Source: Ross 
Burns Damascus: A History

Fig.15: Damascus during 
the Roman Empire. Source: 
Ross Burns Damascus: A 
History



Those changes to the city layout are a feature of  the Islamic cities 
being slowly and gradually shaped (Kennedy, 1985), following an “organic 
pattern of  growth” (Bianca, 2000).

A characteristic that is attributed to Islamic cities is that quarters 
are divided depending on tribes or ethnic groups and even within each 
ethnicity many sects are represented such as Sunni or Shia Muslims, or 
Druze and Kurds. However, there were no significant social separations 
between these ethnic groups, as they used to socialize and work 
together, the separation was rather physical as each sect gathered in its 
naturally formed clusters to ensure the safety of  its tribe (Fig.10, Fig.11, 
Fig.12). Another separation factor is the socio-economic factor, where 
many quarters were defined by the trade common among its residents. 
(Lababedi, 2008; Khoury, 1984). Many of  those alleys have the name of  
a certain trade that is famous for although many have another legislative 
name. People would identify many areas, neighborhoods, streets, 
depending on famous shop, trade or even by an important building,

Damascus reached the peak of  its prosperity in the Ayyubids era 
during the mid-twelfth century. They brought new political strength and 
architectural achievements such as building the citadel of  Damascus, and 
left behind considerable number of  Madrasahs buildings (Bianca, 2000). 
This period is described as the golden age as Burns (2005 p. 158) says, “the 
city’s new golden age…a period of  building that is unmatched in any other century of  
the city’s history.” Since Nur-al Din was a strong leader he provided the city 
the security that allowed it to expand outside of  its walls. New suburbs 
began to be established along the roads that lead out of  the city such 
as; Saroujah in the north, Amara in the north-west, Al-Midan in south - 
east, and Al-Salhiyeh at the base of  the Qasioun mountain. In addition, 
many reformations happened in the old city including improving the 
water supply and reinforcing the Roman gates and walls of  the city. This 
period could be considered as the first Damascus expansion following a 
town plan. (Lababedi, 2008).

Ottoman Rule

The Ottoman era began in 1516 and lasted till 1918. As the empire 
conceives religion as a unifying element of  its various lands, Damascus 
became a meeting center for pilgrims undertaking the Holy hajj to Mecca 
(Fig.17). The pilgrimage road added up to 30% to the population of  the 
city which lead to a transformation of  the city’s outskirts outside its walls 

Fig.16: Map of  Damascus (1377) Miniature 
Painting. France. Paris. National Library

Fig.17: Antique Map of  Damascus from Civitates 
Orbis Terrarum, Part 2. Köln, 1575-1612.

Fig.18: Syria during the Ottoman empire. Source: 
Turkey in Asia Martin, R.M and Tallis, J. & F 
1851

...of Mohammed, while Shia is based on the 
belief that Ali, a member of Mohammed’s 
family, and the teachers who came after him 
were the true religious leaders
Druze, a political and religious sect of Islamic 
origin, living in Lebanon and Syria. The Druze 
broke away from the Ismaili Muslims in the 
11th century; they are regarded as heretical by 
the Muslim community at large.
Kurd is a group of Western Asian people 
living in parts of eastern Turkey, northern 
Iraq, western Iran, and eastern Syria.



Greek Era and Roman Empire

Islamic Rule

The French Mandate

Fig.19: Damascus old quarter urban pattern (up to bottom): Roman and Greek Era, Islamic Rule, French Mandate



filling the left bank of  the river and following the pilgrimage road that 
leads south to Mecca fully incorporating the Al- Midan suburb into the 
city. In 1850 settlements outside the city’s walls reached approximately 
184 hectares (Burns, 2005), (Fig.18).

The last sixty years of  the Ottoman Empire left a major development 
and modernization on the city’s layout which hasn’t been seen or 
experienced since Nur-al Din’s time (Burns, 2005), (Fig.25). This 
period is called “Tanzimat” which means the “reorganization” period that 
developed a new urban trend subordinated to three principles fully 
attributed to western influences: widening of  streets and removing dead 
ends, designing new suburbs with geometric rules, constructing with 
stone instead of  wood. On the late 19th century the urban fabric became 
less dense as a result of  new residential areas that included  wide streets 
and numerous gardens and public parks. Built by French and Italian 
architects, the streets follow a tree lined pattern such as in Al-Salhiyeh 
neighborhood (Bianca, 2000), (Fig.23) and Al-Mouhajrin (Fig.20, Fig.21). 
The later was the first planned residential suburb that was built for 
refugees fleeing massacres, planned on area of  45 hectares located on 
slop of  a hill looking over the city, this area was a unique case concerning 
urban development during the ottoman rule, as in the following years 
Damascus will have areas of  development without a previous plan.

Even though the Ottoman rule had major developing impact over 
the city and its expansion in terms of  introducing trains stations, electric 
tramways (Fig.22), streets lights, schools, hospitals, theaters, cafes, new 
markets and remodeling old ones and lastly building the first Syrian 
university, however the focus upon the new extensions of  the city have 
resulted in changes on the social fabric of  the old city. The rich left the 
old houses as they needed effort of  maintenance, and headed toward the 
new modern suburbs neglecting the old quarter of  the city leaving it for 
the poorer population. 

French Mandate

The French mandate began after World War I. They continued the 
urban development of  Damascus (Fig.28) ignoring local traditions and 
needs, designing new suburbs with Boulevards and neglecting the old 
part as it was considered for the poor, such as Baghdad Neighborhood 
(Fig.30). As fries noted (1994), the French mandate had an important 
priority which is the domination of  territory. The first master plan 

Fig.20: of  Al-Muhajarin layout 1945 Source: 
Arnaud, J.L. (2006) Damas: Urbanisme et 
Architecture, 1860-1925 Paris: Sinbad-Actes Sud

Fig.21: Al-Muhajarin. Photo availabe at: http://
lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Fig.22: Damascus tram, Victoria street, 1946. 
Photo circulated over the internet

Fig.23: Salhiya market, Damascus. Photo availabe 
at: http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/
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dates from 1935 designed by Rene Danger who was focusing on 
hygiene, infrastructure enhancement and integrating modernity into the 
city. The plan had resistance from the city organic form, the result of  
thousands of  years. As fries quoted from Danger “Les diverses forms de 
villes…correspond[ent] a un mileu physiquement, ethnographiquement, socialement 
et historiquement diffèrent. Toutes ont leur physionommie et leur personalité propre” 
(Fries, 1994 p. 315). Danger was influenced by Lucie Vilbert from 
his experience in Morocco, separating the neglected old city from its 
modern expansion, which according to Lababedi (2008) resulted in a 
strengthened stigmatization of  the old city as a backward place (Fig.29).

Later Danger worked along with Michel Ecochard, they proposed a 
ring road around the old city, in order to avoid traffic problems of  the axis 
that cuts through the city center and creating new main roads throughout 
the city. At the same time, Danger also managed a functional zoning of  
the city. The plan was later adopted in 1960s and was completed in 1994.

A study of  land holdings by IBRD (International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development) shows that 82% off  the rural 
population was landless or owned less than 10 hectares of  small lands 
parcels. (IBRD, 1955). In other words, it was at the very beginning of  the 
twentieth century, under the French mandate, when the unauthorized 
developments started. 36% of  houses in Damascus were built without 
authorization, even though buildings permits were introduced under the 
Ottoman rule in 1858. In 1920 and 1930 the city grew 25% more than 
it did over the previous 50 years (Fries, 2000). During the resistance 
period against the French occupation (Fig.24), those problems grew 
more and were affecting the urban fabric of  the city. Kallaa states that 
during the revolt, the French mandate razed the souk in Al-Saroujah 
district, a central market, in order to destroy the social militant tissue 
(Kallaa, 1993), replacing it by new boulevards transforming the area into 
an economic-administration center. 

Ba’ath and contemporary Damascus

Syria achieved its independence in 1946, and underwent a period of  
political instability and internal struggles. In 1958 Syria joined with Egypt 
forming one republic named United Arab Republic (UAR) (Fig.26) 
under an Agrarian reform and the banner of  socialism, which led to an 
immense change for peasant lands and life all over Syria. However, the 
system didn’t work properly due to several reasons, which included severe 

Fig.24: Demonstration against the french mandate 
1946. Photo available at: https://palnabd.
com/2018/04/13/30193/

Fig.25: Urban growth between 1850 and 1918 
–Late Ottoman Period. Source: Weber, Stefan, 
(2004) The Reshaping of  Damascus,Architecture 
and Identity in an Arab-Ottoman City ,Philipp, T/ 
Schumann, pp. 41-58 Beirut

Fig.26: The formation of  UAR. 2 February 1958, 
Photo avaialable at http://internationalrelations.
org/united-arab-republic/

Agrarian Reform Law No 161; each 
individual was allowed to own maximum 
80 hectares of irrigated land or 300 hectares 
of rain fed land. In order redistribute them 
to landless peasants, the system planned a 
full compensation using annual deeds paid 
by recipients over the course of 40 years in 
addition to a cooperative membership for 
recipients and for small land-hold owners.



three years of  drought and the universal nature of  the reform that didn’t 
take into account the agriculture differences between both countries. 
Egypt was intensive of  agricultural lands while Syria is extensive. In this 
sense many areas didn’t have enough expropriated lands to satisfy all 
peasants needs. It is reported that in Ayssam village, Damascus, 75% of  
peasants were left landless, that caused many to deliver back their lands 
to the original owners and pay a small fee of  rental in exchange for being 
allowed to resume working (Lababedi, 2008).

After two years from Syria pulling out from UAR, in 1963 the Socialist 
Party ‘Ba’ath Party’ took control of  the country and gained power by a 
military coup (Fig.31). Hafez Al-Assad, from Alawite sect, was a leader 
of  the party gaining power increasingly over the years until in 1970 
he became the president (Fig.27). Making land reforms by reducing 
landholdings and prolonging time of  compensation, the reform was 
intended to establish an equal society, but the Ba’ath party favored its 
members, from the same sect, over others. Many Alawites relocated to 
Damascus from the north and lands were distributed to families and 
friends of  those in power. In addition, social housing systems were not 
encouraged by the Ba’ath government which led the refugees to build 
their own homes in a randomly unorganized manner without any official 
support. As an example, the unauthorized buildings started to grow in 
Al-Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp at the south of  Damascus, which 
in the following years forced the authorities to authorize those buildings 
due to the increase in camp’s population (Lababedi, 2008). 

Damascus’ population increased from 423.000 in 1946 to reach 3 
million in 1980. Along with this rapid growth in population, real state 
policies, poor urban planning, and internal rural migration, had forced 
the city to expand more and more in unauthorized settlement areas on the 
expense of  the Ghouta oasis. In addition, a huge number of  Palestinian 
refugees and Syrian ones from Golan Heights, settled in temporary 
refugee camps around the city, later transformed into permanent ones 
such as Yarmouk camp and Palestine camp (Lababedi, 2008). Iraqi 
refugees later followed and settled in Jaramana district located south-
east of  old town. Those areas were developed gradually to have their 
own retail outlets, services and markets that are not related to formal 
economy, spreading randomly outside the city borders due to lack of  
urban organization and planning policies. As a result, those groups were 
marginalized and were not able to integrate into the social fabric of  the 

Fig.28: French city map from 1928. Source: 
Weber Stefan (1996) Von der osmanischen City 
bis zum Place de l’Etoile. Periplus, Jahrbuch für 
Außereuropäische Geschichte, vol. 6,pp. 49-60

Fig.29: 14French city map from 1939. Source: 
Institut français du Proche-Orient,Damascus, Abou 
Roumaneh

Fig.27: Hafez Assad, 1970. Photo avaialble 
at: http://www.tahawolat.net/ArticleDetails.
aspx?Id=5112&ArticleCategory=0 
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Fig.30: Damascus urban patterns and sections

Bagdad Street

The urban Pattern of  Bagdad street that was constructed 
during the French Mandate charecterized of  long bulevards 
and buildings of  five stories high. In addition to designing the 
connection nods between multiple areas around the capital.

Jaramanah

An urban area situated on the outside city’s murros that 
began around 1900 where its inhabitants are mostly of  
refugees. Charecterized by concrete block of  5 to 5 stories 
high of  an informal growth.

Mazzeh

Designed during the Baath Goverment under the influence 
of  the Japanees architect Bonshoya, Chrecterized by high rise 
buildings and villas, with wide streets well distrubed parks and 
public areas.

Old Quarter (Historic Center)

Charecterized of  Organic growth that occured during the 
Islamic rule and pattern with small allies. The quarter is as 
palmpsist that holds layers of  history juxtaposed one above 
the other. Charecterised of  Patio houses that are mostly of  
two stories high



city, they are characterized to have closed communities attached to their 
quarters, not necessarily of  the same class as many middle-class people 
who lived and belong to this quarter (Mansour, 2015).

With the growth of  population, several new suburbs were planned 
and built such as the Al-Mazzah district, located in south-west Damascus, 
whose design was influenced by the Japanese planner Banshoya. Another 
such suburb is Dummar Project a name given to distinguish it from an 
adjacent town of  Dummar, a middle class suburb located in the north-
west planned to house the professional and intellectuals of  Damascus. 
Three types of  buildings are distinguishable: The towers, the three story 
buildings and the villas. 

In 2010, prior to the Syrian revolution, Damascus population reached 
4.5 million. The city grew bigger and bigger with no urban control; the 
social fabric became more diverse in a way that no longer follows the 
traditions of  the city (Fig.32, Fig.33). Nevertheless, the environmental 
impact caused by the increased number of  cars with no development 
of  public transportation policies affecting mostly the historic center, as 
cars park randomly anywhere there is no open space for public use. The 
historic center has changed to be a quarter for tourists leading to the 
conversion of  the old houses into restaurants and hotels, mostly with 
no proper rehabilitation planning which caused an increase of  the real-
estate value forcing the less fortunate to leave their houses, changing 
once again the social fabric of  the old town.

“ With her forest of  foliage and her abundance of  water, Damascus must be a 
wonder of  wonders to the Bedouin from the deserts. Damascus is simply an oasis--
that is what it is. For four thousand years its waters have not gone dry or its fertility 
failed. Now we can understand why the city has existed so long. It could not die. So 
long as its waters remain to it away out there in the midst of  that howling desert, so 
long will Damascus live to bless the sight of  the tired and thirsty wayfarer.” Mark 
Twain (1869, 456–458) 

Fig.31: City map from 1963. Source: Valérie 
Clerc, Institut français du Proche-Orient, Damascus, 
Abou Roumaneh

Fig.32: Damascus - Mazzeh highway. Photo 
availabe at: http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Fig.33: Damascus - Dummar Project Photo 
availabe at: http://mashroudummar.tumblr.com/
post/130699629956
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MAZEH
The suburb of  Mazeh developed 
during the 60ºs according to 
echoshard plans with the help of  the 
japanesse planer Banshoya. the area 
urabn structure is characterised by 
its vilas and its high rise of  10 to 12 
stories high.

JARAMANA
Suburban area that initialy was a small village of  druze, 
later in the 60’s a palestenian refugee camp was set for 
250.000 people. during the 80’s a major influx of  chris-
tians settled in the area. In 2003 it was a detination of  
many Iraqui’s refugee. Since the area was never subjected 
to urban planes it was developed randomly along the main 
aroad with a desity of  15.000 people per KM. most of  the 
buildings are 4 to 5 stories high.

Old Quarter
The historic center of  Damas-
cus city where several civiliza-
tions have passed and left its 
marks. It is charecterized by its 
organic urban pattern, of  tight 
alleways and houses of  two to 
three stories high. It is the main 
touristic atraction and a center 
for the capital inhabitants filled 
with several religous landmarks,  
traditional markets, restaurants,  
and hotels. Some of  

Saba’ Bahrat and Baghdad Avenue
developed during the 30’s accodring to Danger 
plan under the french mandate. later followed 
echoshard plan although not throughly. the area 
charecterized with tree lined wide streets and 
residential buildings with 4 to 5 stories high.

MUHAJIRIN
A grid planned 
area developed 
during , for 
c h r i s t i a n 
refugees that 
fled the old city 
quarters to 
Qasyoun hills 
that looks over 
the city. 

Damascus Iraq

Jordan

Turkey

Lebanon

Fig.34: Damascus Urban Patterns





Fig.35: Syrian residents stand on an abandoned street as a round of  mortar shell explosions are heard in Bustan Al-Pasha district in 
Aleppo, the Syrian’s largest city, Tuesday, Dec. 04, 2012 (AP Photo/Narciso Contreras). Photo available at: https://narcisocontreras.
photoshelter.com/image/I0000cGqeWuGw3jw



For the past 40 years, Syria lived under the rule of  the Assad family. In 
2011, while the Arab spring was at its peak in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and 
Yemen, Syria revolted as well, for its dignity and freedom while people 
demanded for their rights. The government response was raging a war 
upon its own people using any sort of  weapons, methods and strategies 
to stop the rebellion. From mass shooting on protests, barrel bombs, 
air strikes, siege, to mass killings with chemical weapons. The deliberate 
attacks, intentional destruction and vandalism, fueled a violent extremist 
reaction which set the stage for a proxy war. 

All began in Daraa, a city in southern Syria close to Jordan borders, 
where a group of  children, aged 10 to 15, were detained and tortured 
by security officials over graffiti writings on their school walls, one of  
anti-regime slogans, very famous from the Arab uprising “The people 
demand the fall of  the regime!”. Protests began immediately demanding 
the release of  these children, and after many attempts on negotiating 
their release, it was met with violent response. This aggressiveness 
from Governmental forces towards the city of  Daraa was to be set as 
an example for other cities of  the consequences of  raging against the 
regime and that the regime is not willing to step down at any cost, “Assad 
or we burn the country”, is one of  the pro-Assad militias slogans that 
asserts this notion (Fig.38). However, protests spread to other cities; 
Homs, Idlib, Hama, Rural Damascus and Aleppo due to the spread of  
videos of  how a small city like Daraa of  a population around 100.000 got 
besieged by military tanks and hundreds of  troops, with a wide spread 
practice of  detention, torture, humiliation, and bombings.

With the increase of  violence over the course of  2011, numerous 
units defected from the Syrian army and began forming armed groups. 
According to the Independent International Commission of  Inquiry 
on the Syrian Arab Republic (IICIS), this formation was backed by 
influential states and state factors extending their financial and military 
to opposing parties, with Iran and Russia supporting the regime from 
the other hand. The Main parties that are currently involved in the Syrian 
conflict are the Syrian government with the Lebanese political party and 
militant group Hezbollah, the Free Syrian Army (FSA), Jabhat al-Nusra, 
the Islamic State of  Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS), and the People’s Protection 
Units (YPG), in addition to countless other fractions.

The Event That Flared the War

Fig.36: A demonstraion in kafranblel, Idleb, 
Northern syria, 2012. Photo circulated over the 
internet.

Fig.37: Arabic Slogans, “The people demand the 
fall of  the regime!,” written on a schoold wall in 
Daraa. Photo available at: https://www.baladi-
news.com/ar/news/details/17100/

Fig.38: Slogans written in rabic on a wall, 
“Assad or we burn the country”, “Assad and no 
one else”, up-bottom photo available at: http://
old.aljumhuriya.net/36741 . https://globalvoices.
org/2013/01/13/graffiti-war-on-syrian-walls/
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War Impacts

The Syrian conflict have passed its 7th year, with a death toll over 
470.000 deaths and around 100.000 believed to be detained or missing. 
Half  the pre-conflict population being displaced: 4.9 million registered 
refugees in neighboring countries and around 5.7 million IDPs including 
2.3 million children, in addition to 4.7 million people are in hard to reach 
areas. As of  April 2017, 624,500 are in besieged areas, this number has 
decreased from 860.000 in 2016 due to evacuation. The Largest number 
of  IDPs is from Aleppo, Idlib, and Rural Damascus. Besieged areas were 
suffering from constant airstrikes, lack of  basic services, food and medical 
assistance. Humanitarian aids were blocked from entering and were 
occasionally even attacked. The ever-escalating violence considerably 
hindered the evacuation efforts; snipers constantly ambushed and shot 
at the buses, and pro-government forces pulled civilians off  the busses 
to unknown destinations.

The country’s infrastructure is severely damaged. Control of  roads 
and highways is contested by all fighting groups due to their strategic 
value. Consequently, the roads’ layout has changed immensely since the 
beginning of  conflict, due to some being blocked with check points and 
others being destroyed, many new routes immerged changing the time 
and distance to reach one area or another. Power and water access is 
another tactic of  war, electricity is only available for a few hours a day, 
while before the conflict 100% of  the urban areas had electricity and 
80% in rural areas. Water is cut from entire areas for days or weeks. Main 
sources came under attack, such as Wadi Baradaa (a valley containing Al 
Fijeh spring which is the main source of  water for the city)  in Damascus, 
which left 5.5 million people under health and hygiene risks.

HARD-TO-REACH AREAS: 
An area not regularly accessible to 
humanitarian actors for the purpose of 
sustained humanitarian programming due 
to the denial of access, the continual need to 
secure access, or due to restrictions such as 
active conflict, multiple security checkpoints 
or failure of the authorities to provide timely 
approval. Some areas within the hard-to-
reach category are subject to specific access 
constraints because they are militarily 
encircled. These areas are physically 
surrounded by single or multiple armed 
actors, with the effect of constraining access 
for both supplies and people to and from 
the area, such that sustained humanitarian 
programming is not possible. 

UN-DECLARED BESIEGED AREAS: 
An area surrounded by armed actors with the 
sustained effect that humanitarian assistance 
cannot regularly enter, and civilians, the sick 
and wounded cannot regularly exit. 

(Syrian Arab Republic Humanitarian Needs 
Overview 2017.)
 *These designations are as per the 

methodology used by the UN to classify access status in 

Syria.

Fig.39: Collection of  front page of  several 
newspapers





Conceptual framework

part 3

“The word is always linked to strong feelings, mostly remembrances and 
longing. “Heimat” always evokes in me the feeling of something lost or very 
far away, something which one cannot easily find or find again…. Heimat is 
such that if one would go closer and closer to it, one would discover that at the 
moment of arrival it is gone. It seems to me that one has a more precise idea of 
Heimat the further one is away from it.”  (Birgel and Reitz 1986, 5)



URBICIDE
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Fig.40: Urbicide
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Urbicide is, by definition, the deliberate destruction of  
urban environment. It is composed of  two words Urban and 
suffix “-cide”. Urban means the intricate ecology of  buildings 
and infrastructural arrangements that facilitates material and 
social circulation inside it, and the suffix “-cide” means “to 
massacre”, as in the word genocide (Coward 2007). This 
definition challenges the classic understanding of  political 
violence and the notion that the sole target and victim of  
such violence is the individual. As such violence is often 
demonstrated by violent regimes as a tool of  oppression and 
control.  

The term has been used since the 1960’s, and Bermans is 
considered to be its main propagator through the article “life 
in the shadows: The Underside of  New York City.” (1987). In 
this article urbicide is defined as the murder of  a city. Viewing 
the city as a foundation or palette upon which a plethora 
of  identities take root and flourish, eventually forming a 
cohesive community based upon co-existence and plurality, 
the destruction of  a city renders this palette inert and makes 
it impossible for individual identities to take root. focusing 
on the construction of  a new express road that, cutting 
through an old neighborhood, resulting in the destruction 
of  the urban built environment by displacing residents and 
assaulting its physical form and pattern causing the loss of  the 
city’s identity (Berman 1987). 

Urbicide in this context has further ramifications on 
the social fabric and identity of  urban society. If  we view 
communities as a network of  connections between a group 
of  singular identities forming a plurality, rather than a defined 
territorial domain, then it can be safely argued that the 
destruction of  buildings and edifices destroys what makes 
these individuated existences possible. Urbicide transforms 
this plurality into an easily controlled homogeneity and fosters 
the emergence of  ethnic clusters, emerging as a powerful tool 
for violent regimes.

The term gained attention from human rights groups and 



international organizations in war and conflict situations such 
as in Bosnian war and the Sarajevo siege, the Lebanon civil 
war, and the Israeli Palestinian conflict.

Stephen Graham addresses urbicide as extreme organized 
violent acts held against the city, it’s inhabitants, and the vital 
systems that makes it work (Graham 2004, 4). In the context 
of  Bosnian war, Martin Shaw states that urbicide is taken 
as a military strategy of  a genocidal war by the deliberate 
destruction of  the urban fabric of  Sarajevo, its cosmopolitan 
way of  life, and attacking the ethnic composition of  the city 
(2004, 149). The systematic violence varied from targeting 
cultural symbols such as the national library and national 
museum in Sarajevo, the Stari Bridge of  Mostar, and everyday 
spaces such as markets and cafes in order to disrupt and 
destroy the socio urban life of  the city (Coward 2004, 156).

While in the context of  Israel Palestinian conflict, Graham 
explains how urbicide is used as a strategy by Israeli military 
tactics and political discourse who view Palestinian social and 
urban fabric as a threat to the dominance of  Israel, thus using 
a systematic destruction of  urban structure and infrastructure 
of  Palestinian space as a part of  an agenda of  so called 
‘transfer’ ‘ethnic cleansing while advocating Israeli rights, 
forcing the deportation of  Palestinians from West Bank and 
Gaza (2002).

If  urbicide is a form of  genocide both on physical structure 
and on its inhabitants, then the concept is not applicable in 
context of  Nahr-el Bared Camp since there was no deliberate 
killing of  civilians and the waged war wasn’t against the 
Camp itself, it was against the terrorist group, Fateh el Islam. 
However, Adam Ramadan in his study of  urbicide in spaces 
of  exception argues that since the Palestinian camps are 
marginalized spaces with no rule of  law, not integrated in the 
country, and the government unofficially encourages their 
emigration, coupled with the fact that camp was not only 
razed to the ground but also faced vandalism and looting after 
the end of  war while restraining its inhabitants from entering 



53

C
O
N
C
E
P
T
U
A
L
G
F
R
A
M
E
W
O
R
K

the camp for a year, then the result is an urbicide and ethnical 
cleansing (Ramadan 2009).

“To be a Palestinian refugee in Lebanon is to accept that this might 
happen, as it happened in Nabatieh camp (1973), in Tel al-Zaatar, 
Dikwaneh and Jisr el-Basha (1976), in Sabra and Shatila (1982), 
and in Nahr el-Bared (2007).” (Ramadan 2009, 163)

The term was not discussed before in the Syrian case, at 
first it was mentioned only briefly in the work of  Solvang 
and Neistat in their report of  unlawful demolitions in 
Syria, where they studied the demolition and destruction of  
residential districts in Hama and Damascus. They conclude 
that this intentional demolition by bulldozers and destruction 
by barrel bombs carried by the Syrian authorities only serves 
as a punishment for these areas as they form part of  the 
revolution and has no other strategic propose (Solvang and 
Neistat 2014).

Later, Dean Sharp (2016) explored the expanded concept 
of  urbicide in his article “Urbicide and the Arrangement of  
Violence” reflecting on the Syrian case. He describes it as an 
act of  construction and destruction based on the work of  
Berman. When looking at the city as a product of  multiple 
related systems that are constantly made and remade, and 
understanding that the urban arrangements are in never 
ending changes, defies the idea that a city can be murdered.

“Cities, unlike people or other organisms, cannot be killed , they can only 
be (re)arranged or abandoned.”

He also explains how the attempts of  urbicide as a violent 
imposition on urban environment to homogenize it ethnically 
or politically, are ultimately fruitless, because at the same time, 
they can create the possibility of  rearrangement and plurality 
specially when considering the urban environment not only 
as buildings but as a complex system of  urban arrangements 
a Metacity “roads, public transport, communications, supply logistics, 
power generation, and waste removal are all vital in the constitution 
of  the metacity” (Coward 2012, 472).Thus, urbicide generates 
new spaces such as new infrastructural systems and new 



subterranean environment. 

He adds that these new rearrangements are a result of  
several types of  resistance, which in return create new socio-
spatial configuration. One such example is the urban life 
in Syria that had to submerge beneath the ground, in order 
to survive, using the subterranean level for shelter, clinics, 
and even schools, thus enduring the attempts of  the Assad 
government in its political-ethnic urban rearrangement. In 
addition to the act of  constructing tunnels by rebels, taking 
the conflict to the underground, “In so doing, they have produced 
new urban arrangements that attest to their resilience.” (Sharp 2016).

In conclusion, by exploring the concept of  urbicide in 
conflicts, we see that urbicide effectively murders a city by 
both destroying it physically and by erasing the existing identity 
and fabric of  those inhabiting it. However, it generates new 
socio-spatial formations, creating new urban rearrangements 
through various forms of  resistance. These new formations, 
coupled with the memories of  the populace and the remnants 
of  the destroyed city can lead to the emergence of  new 
identities. Despite it being an act of  violence and a deliberate 
strategy led by political agendas in order to rupture socio-
urban fabric. 

  





TRAUMA

Post-traumatic stress disorder is fundamentally a disorder of memory. The 
idea is that, owing to the emotions of terror and surprise caused by certain 
events, the mind is split or dissociated: it is unable to register the wound to 
the psyche because the ordinary mechanisms of awareness and cognition are 
destroyed. As a result, the victim is unable to recollect and integrate the hurtful 
experience in normal consciousness; instead, she is haunted or possessed by 
intrusive traumatic memories. The experience of the trauma, fixed or frozen in 
time, refuses to be represented as past, but is perpetually re-experienced in a 
painful, dissociated, traumatic present.    (Leys 2000, p. 2)
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Fig.41: Trauma
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Urban trauma concerns the study of  urban situations in the 
most fragile and unstable state. Linking the two terms Trauma 
and Urbanism from different disciplines, raises controversy 
and questions due to the seemingly unrelated nature of  
said terms. The answer lies in understanding trauma and its 
ramifications in both the physical and psychological sense 
which can hold a key role in the reconstruction period in the 
aftermath of  a traumatic event. As Sultan Barakat calls to 
address the most difficult problems in meaningful ways in the 
process of  construction in the context of  the reconstruction 
of  Kuwait post the Iraqi invasion. He states that “the most 
far reaching, potent and destructive problem”, is the destruction of  
relationships between people, including the loss of  human 
dignity, trust, confidence, and faith in others (Barakat 2005, 
9). Such ruptures in the social fabric of  communities are 
often seen as a result of  traumatic urbicidal events, where a 
previously unified community reverts to enclosed enclaves of  
homogenized ethnicities. Adrian Lahoud stresses on the role 
of  architects in approaching such traumatic events. Which 
is the objective analysis and an unsentimental approach to 
every facet of  dealing with trauma, rather than the immediate 
healing of  its wounds.(Rice, Lahoud, and Burke 2010).

In psychology, trauma is the reactivation of  an occurrence 
that happened in that past and was absorbed, Freud explains 
it as a repressed memory that transforms into trauma by a 
deferred action and the response of  trauma depends on the 
repression of  a past occurrence.  Trauma relation to time is 
that it is an experience relived in the present in an effort to 
escape its representation in that past (Freud 2001).

Adrian Lahoud in his introduction to Post Traumatic 
Urbanism described trauma as an unexpected event that 
ruptures the space we live in

 “The traumatic moment is unheralded and unprecedented. Classical 
causality is complicated by pre-emption. It arrives unrecognizably and 
without warning, an inassimilable event that shatters the very coordinates 
of  our experiential landscape, leaving us adrift on a sea of  excessive 
sensation. In the moment of  trauma, you are exiled from your own psychic 



landscape, a foreign intruder in an unfamiliar land.”(Rice, Lahoud, and 
Burke 2010, 17)

Mindy T. Fullilove, a social psychologist, describes the 
traumatic stress reaction as a ‘root shock’ produced by the 
destruction or the damage of  one’s place of  belonging, while 
‘place’ is a central function within an individual ‘emotional 
system’. (Fullilove 2004). The sense of  belonging to place is 
achieved by three psychological tasks, first, people’s process 
of  orientation by their internalized map of  places, secondly 
people develops attachment with places and connect with it 
for providing basic life support and lastly people forms place 
identification because identity is partially formed by their 
daily spaces. Subsequently, Lahoud draws that in order to 
link between different fields of  architecture and psychology, 
it is important to think that repression is constituted in the 
urban field. Because it opens a possibility of  understanding 
a city when an event such as war or conflict happens. What 
was repressed or forgotten could never simply return or 
remembered through an act of  will (2010).

Lahoud argues that trauma has another name which is 
‘The New’. Since human beings by nature anticipate events, 
infer, and intuit, making a leap forward in the future. When 
these expectations are denied and especially from an outside 
source, this system is placed under an intolerable strain 
(2010). Thus, trauma moment resides between the destroyed 
image of  the future and before it really happens, it exists in a 
suspended crisis between both history and the future at stake 
and is the crucial moment at which a system must reimagine 
itself  or be destroyed. In addition, Brian Massumi explains, 
in an interview with Charles Rice in the book Post Traumatic 
Urbanism (2010), that the prefix ‘post’ does not necessarily 
mean the exact moment after trauma. Because as events may 
be expected/foreseen before they really occur, in a post-
traumatic city, trauma could be identified as the moment 
where the possibility of  the event reshapes and conditions, 
the understandement of  the present and the future’s gaze. 
Because as we expect events before they in fact arrive then 
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in a post-traumatic city where the future has already arrived, 
trauma could be the moment where the possibility of  the 
present could be reshaped (Rice, Lahoud, and Burke 2010). 
One of  the ways this reshaping should occur falls upon the 
shoulders of  the architect. By optimizing the design process 
to incorporate the many facets of  urbanism (innovation, 
infrastructure, reformation, etc.) into the reconstruction of  
a post traumatic city, a sustainable resilience can be achieved. 
Such resilience would neither be the basis for a return to a 
point before the traumatic event nor a complete break from 
such a point, but rather a new starting point in the history of  
the city. 

To better understand and answer the question of  how 
architecture can play a role in post-traumatic events, the 
psychological studies taken by John Yarwood (2010), in post 
disaster areas, find out that people who have experienced 
traumatic events as war and conflicts, don’t need their traumas 
to be focused on. However, it is through answering their 
immediate needs and by participating and linving into an 
effective reconstruction process that people may be helped 
focusing on their future. “their personal traumas to be focused on, 
but rather they need practical problems to be resolved” (2010, 65). 
Another example lays in the concept of  ‘coming into terms 
with that past’ for Theodor Adorno, based on his work 
with German societies that were dealing with the trauma of  
World War II. He argues that societies will continue to carry 
an imprint of  violence if  they repressed their violent pasts, 
however, if  societies integrate their past, although painful, 
into their present through debates and cultural practices, they 
can emerge better as functional societal democracies (Adorno 
1959). In this sense, if  violence is inscribed in a given society 
past, and inscribed in their urban environment, while healing 
trauma lies in coming into terms with that past, then social 
debates play a key role in the reconstruction strategies of  their 
future place of  belonging.



In conclusion, Linking Trauma to the fields of  architecture 
and urbanism in the aftermath of  conflicts and wars, plays 
a vital role in the reconciliation and reconstruction process 
although it raises a big challenge to architects. By understanding 
of  how architecture is a constant change through time, and 
how the present could be reshaped in addition to responding 
to the needs of  population taking into consideration the 
major collapse of  their sense of  belonging to a place.





MEMORY

Where memory is no longer everywhere, it will not be anywhere unless one 
takes the responsibility to recapture it through individual means. (Nora, 1986, 6)

The prime function of memory … is not to preserve the past but to adapt it so 
as to enrich and manipulate the present. (Lowenthal, 1985, 210)
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Fig.42: Memory





67

C
O
N
C
E
P
T
U
A
L
G
F
R
A
M
E
W
O
R
K

Memory and space have an interconnected relationship 
that makes it difficult to separate one from the other. As 
human beings inhabit spaces where experiences and life 
events occur. Whether closed or open space, room or a forest, 
when remembering those experiences, the space surrounding 
them forms a part of  that memory. Considering memory not 
only on an individual level but also on community level where 
individuals share same space, a collective memory of  a group 
of  people is inscribed with in urban space. When damage 
happens to that space, memory could be an effective tool to 
reconstruct it. Restoring the memory of  a place is an essential 
aspect to be considered for the reconstruction of  the physical 
environment where the social collective memory is inscribed.

The link between memories and personal space is heavily 
explored by French philosopher Gaston Bachelard. Through 
‘topoanalysis’, the process of  phenomenological study of  
the intimacy of  inner spaces, Bachelard examines the role 
and relation of  the house on personal memory. The house 
for Bachelard symbolizes the embodiment of  personal 
experience, where a distinct psychological threshold exists 
for the relation of  people with their outside surroundings, 
as people can be at their most peaceful and experience their 
most intimate moments. He describes the home as “a body of  
images that gives mankind proof  or illusions of  stability”. He further 
explores the relation between memory and space, arguing that 
the home acts a repository of  memories and imaginations. 
The key aspect of  memory according to Balechard is stopping 
time, as memories are suspended in the moments they occur 
and stand still in relation with time. Therefore, it is through 
the space in which they occurred that memories are evoked, 
rather than the time of  their occurrence. Concerning the 
evoking of  memories however, Bachelard argues that 
memories of  home, are not remembered in the traditional 
sense. Rather they are entwined with our existence and are an 
integral of  our present and ongoing experience, that the body 
is better at remembering than our minds and thus our homes 
are inscribed upon our flesh and are carried within us after we 



leave them  (Bachelard, 1957).          

Tadhg O’Keeffe asserts on the relation between landscape 
and memory ‘Landscape and Memory: Historiography, 
Theory, Methodology’ (2008). He states that Landscape is 
essential for remembering the visual - factual and sensual 
emotions, therefore landscape is not a byproduct but is 
integrated into memory (O’Keeffe 2008). Looking back at 
Halbwachs work on collective memory, similarly he finds 
that memories of  any kind are by nature related to spatial 
configuration, “Never do we go outside space” (Halbwachs 1950, 
15). Also, he explains how people imprint and get attached to 
a place as a form ‘emplacement’. “… engrave their form in some way 
upon the soil and retrieve their collective remembrances within the spatial 
framework thus defined” (Halbwachs 1950, 15). Therefore, when 
people are subjected to displacement or the space they inhabit 
is subjected to change this sense of  attachment is in return 
disrupted and what is left is the collective remembrance.

What forms this collective remembrance and its relation 
to spatial configuration is explored by Bill Hillier in his 
Space Syntax theory (1996). He suggests that Cultural 
meaning is formed through habitual use of  space, and the 
mutual understanding of  its functions is transmitted through 
the spatial configuration of  urban environment and the 
interconnections between city’s parts. It results in a collective 
understanding of  a place; therefore, this cultural meaning is 
an essential component to the collective memory of  a place. 
According to Hillier, we connect memory to the movement 
through the configuration of  familiar objects in the city; 
homes, public spaces, landscapes elements and landmarked 
buildings (Hillier 1996). Similarly, Kevin Lynch argues in his 
theory of  Urban Legibility, that the visual pattern of  images is 
a way to construct the memory of  a place, it is through these 
remembered images that a person’s mental map is built. Thus, 
the ability of  inhabitants to recognize the visual urban pattern 
of  their city is essential to construct a collective memory, 
emotional security, and harmonious relationships between 
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themselves and the urban surroundings (Lynch 1960).

The connection between collective memory and the spatial 
dimension, in which it exists, is that urban space is the physical 
witness of  collective knowledge, experiences, histories, and 
values where the city’s patrimony is the product of  memory. 
(Boyer, 1994; Fernández-Galiano, 2000; Larkin, 2010; 
Lowenthal, 1998; O’Keeffe, 2007). Also, Aldo Rossi asserted 
that urban artifact ‘Monuments’ in ‘the architecture of  the city, 
1966’ are the archeological evidence of  a collective memory 
in the city, as they are the primary elements that emphasize 
permanency and continuity of  urban dynamics and which the 
city grows around. Since landscape is recurrently transformed 
and in constant change, urban artifacts stand as a collection 
of  images, memories and experiences that are merged with 
space and are re-enforced by the presence and absence of  
elements that exist in landscape (Kotzen and Garcia 2014, 35). 
Therefore, when these are subjected to damage or a form of  
transformation, it disrupts the sense of  collectivity of  a given 
community, Rossi describes the transformation as “partial and 
complete demolitions, expropriations, abrupt changes in the land uses, 
speculation and obsolescence”. (Rossi 1966, 12)

According to the historian Pierre Nora in the concept 
of  ‘lieux de mémoire‘ (realms of  memory) when a rupture 
happens in the generation of  collected memory, be it social 
stress or fracture, it triggers desires to collect memories 
that can be shared, consequently enlarging the realm of  
collective memory (Pierre 1996). Claudia Sinatra in ‘Dynamic 
Reflections on Sarajevo: An Open Dialogue on Memory, 
Identity and The City’, argues that the threat held against the 
loss of  collective memory can equally generate the possibility 
of  new shared experience and reassert national identity. As 
this can lead to ‘relational changes’, alterations that occur on the 
dynamic relationships between polarities among memories 
and urban landscape, or history and habits (Kotzen and Garcia 
2014). These changes, when taken into consideration during 
the recovery and treatment of  collective memory, help in the 



preservation and rebuilding of  memory rather than its loss.

In conclusion, understanding the intricate relationship 
between memory and space, from the countless thousands 
individual memories of  citizens to the communal memory 
of  the city itself, is paramount in the reconstruction process. 
This relationship and the preservation and evolution thereof  
can be a key factor in healing the trauma suffered, through 
restoration and recreation of  important monuments which 
facilitate the reformation of  the mental map of  the city and 
in turn the sense of  security and belonging which may have 
been lost during the traumatic event.





IDENTITY

Every citizen has had long association with some part of his city, and his image 
is soaked in memories and meanings    (Lynch 1960, 1).
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Fig.43: Identity
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Identity has been a subject of  study over many disciplines; 
Philosophy, literature, anthropology, sociology, and even in 
architecture and urban context. The concept of  Identity and 
city gained interest of  architects and urban planners resulting 
in various representations and definitions informed by 
multiple points of  view. Some depended on physical structure 
and history, other depended on social life and culture while 
other considered emotional aspects and memory. How identity 
is perceived within urban environment? What is the role of  
place identity in the construction socio-spatial identity? In 
addition, how new interventions are perceived in the same 
context?

Lynch draws, in ‘The image of  the city’, the city as a 
powerful symbol of  a complex society where a legible 
mental map provides a framework of  communication and 
organization. A place where every day human experience 
exists, and when habitants construct a mental map of  their 
city it gives them a sense of  emotional security. This Mental 
map is constructed when people engage with their city in way-
finding, recognizing and organizing urban elements into a 
homogenous pattern. The physical attributes, in which mental 
map is created, are five elements; paths, edges, districts, nodes 
and landmarks (Lynch 1960).

“A good environmental image gives its possessor an important sense of  
emotional security. He can establish a harmonious relationship between 
himself  and the outside world. This is the obverse of  the fear that comes 
with disorientation; it means that the sweet sense of  home is strongest 
when home is not only familiar but distinctive as well.”(Lynch 1960, 4)

In the process of  way-finding an environmental image 
is formed, a product of  both immediate sensations and 
memories of  past experiences. A generalized mental picture 
of  the physical surroundings, perceived by an individual, 
is composed of  three components; identity, structure and 
meaning. Firstly, identity requires the recognition of  urban 
elements as separate entities; an object is clearly distinct from 
other surroundings elements. Secondly structure is the relation 
of  urban elements to the observer and other elements. And 



thirdly meaning is the emotional sentiment of  the observer 
(Lynch 1960). Thus, urban identity is recognized through the 
elements that build its reality, as the objects are understood not 
only through the citizen’s personal perception of  it, but also 
by its material characterization and sedimentation according 
to human action and interaction.

“A workable image requires first the identification of  an object, which 
implies its distinction from other things, its recognition as a separable 
entity. This is called identity, not the sense of  equality with something 
else, but with the meaning of  individuality or oneness.”(Lynch 1960, 8)

Robins and Morley in their book ‘Spaces of  identity’, 
discussing self-identity in socio-cultural context, argue that 
National identity or Cultural identity is built upon differences. 
A better understanding of  the argument can be reached not by 
analyzing national/cultural identities each one on its own, but 
by understanding how they are related to one another through 
their “relations of  alliance or opposition, domination or subordination” 
(Morley and Robins 1995, 45). 

“ Identity is as much about exclusion as it is about inclusion, and the 
critical factor for defining the ethnic group therefore becomes the social 
boundary which defines the group with respect to other groups …not the 
cultural reality within those borders.” (Schlesinger 1987, 235)

Adding to that, national identity is a form of  collective 
identity, since social groups identify themselves through a 
common past, retrieving their collective identity from shared 
memories, coupled with the ability to recompose and redefine 
their boundaries reaching a dynamic view of  identity (Morley 
and Robins 1995, 46).

“All identities are constituted within a system of  social relations 
and require the reciprocal recognition of  others. Identity…is not 
to be considered a ‘thing’ but rather a ‘system of  relations and 
representations’… the maintenance of  an agent’s identity is…a 
continual process of  recomposition rather than a given one, in which 
the two constitutive dimensions of  self-identification and affirmation of  
difference are continually locked…identity is seen as a dynamic, emergent 
aspect of  collective action.”(Schlesinger 1987, 236–37)
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Place identity is an essential part of  self-identity, expressed 
through ideas, believes, preferences, values and objectives that 
are related to a place in addition to how the place itself  is 
perceived. However, this relationship varies from one person 
to another because it depends on personal characteristics (i.e., 
gender, age, social condition, place of  birth) as well as past 
experiences and interactions with specific place (Casakin, 
Hernández, and Ruiz 2015). Reflecting the concept of  place 
identity into socio-spatial context, helps to understand it 
not only as a set of  meanings that people associated with a 
specific place and its personal identities, but also it is a way 
of  constructing social identities. According to Edward W. 
Soja, who asserts that identity be studied in social-spatial 
phenomenon, “we are becoming increasingly aware that we are, and 
always have been, intrinsically spatial beings, active participants in the 
social construction of  our embracing spatialities,”(Soja 1996, 1)

The reconstruction of  national identity in the context of  
postwar reconstruction although may seem complicated or 
difficult to address to begin with, due to the complexities of  
the concept of  identity itself, however, drawing from the work 
of  Morley and Robins, a particular sense of  identity can be 
produced. Social groups can hold power on defining national 
identity through the control and the ability to mobilize cultural 
institutions, considering traditions not as fixed set of  beliefs 
and practices but as a matter of  present day politics where 
institutions use values from past in contemporary practices. 
Therefore, through culture reproduction, a new version of  
collective memory can be formed which in return produce a 
new sense of  national identity. (Morley and Robins 1995, 47)

In addition to self-identity, several authors state that the 
construction of  spatial identity is a complex process for its 
relation between several factors; natural, morphological and 
socio-economic and cultural ones, while the physical elements, 
urban activities, and meanings are ways of  orientation within 
a place and helps to identify with it. Visar Hoxha, states that 
social construction of  space is a complicated transformation 



through social interactions, daily use of  physical setting of  
space, and actions of  meaning (Hoxha, Andrews, and Salaj 
2014). Similarly, a place might be transformed and improved 
through a thorough understanding of  how these places work 
and what contribute to their virtuous and vicious spirals 
(Seamon 2012).

Reflecting identity on the urban context, Linn Song 
describes the city as one cultural space where the physical 
environment is a manifestation of  one’s identity, a part of  a 
perceived collective/cultural narrative, and it is not the only 
objective evidence of  existence. And, when stereotyped, 
homogenous history is replaced in the present, it causes a 
resistance against the heterogeneity of  the reality of  physical 
space and the acceptance of  a new intervention. She adds that 
is precisely why new interventions in urban environments, and 
their intrinsic link to past, present, and future, are a force to 
a constant reassessment and interpretation of  understanding 
place and individual and cultural identity as a part of  it (Song 
2007). This is where collective/social memory could take a 
central and a vital role in perceiving new interventions since 
it is the continuous process that manages the creation and 
redefinition of  a shared cultural past of  a group. 

In this sense, Morley and robins address the relation 
between place and identity by discussing the concept of  
Heimat through the movie “Heimat” (1995) of  the German 
Director Edgar Reitz. They discuss how Heimat seeking is 
a kind of  fundamentalism. That to belong to a homeland is 
to sustain the cultural boundaries and bonds, as well as the 
protection of  one’s identity simultaneous to the exclusion 
of  identities that, seen as alien, triggers fear from ‘other’ 
that holds a threat to the security and integrity of  a shared 
home. However, if  “the national past is constantly reworked and 
represented within the historical experience of  a particular nation state”, 
therefore, it raises an issue concerning the idea of  a nation 
in one common sense of  Identity, where “identity is a question 
of  memory, and memories of  ‘home’ in particular.” In this sense, 



79

C
O
N
C
E
P
T
U
A
L
G
F
R
A
M
E
W
O
R
K

according to Reitz, every person considers the place where 
one was born as the center of  the world and that the idea of  
Heimat is not ‘simply territorial’ but rather brings out a ‘memory 
of  origin’ and includes the sense of  ‘impossible return’ to 
origins (Morley and Robins 1995, 91).

Kuvač and Schwai in their study of  construction of  spatial 
identities in two case studies of  “new” neighborhoods, Mađir 
(Banjaluka, Bosnia- Herzegovina) and Ilsvika (Trondheim, 
Norway), concluded that new urbanizations should have 
appropriate attitudes toward the meaning of  spatial identity, 
undoubtedly affected by new construction whether it is denied, 
changed or improved. It would be possible to construct 
valuable spatial identity through the real integration of  the 
various need of  urban activities and through considering 
the historical essential relationship between people and 
place (Kuvač and Schwai 2017). However According to 
William J.V. Neill, identity is like cities and individuals, it is 
always in a process of  development and is never finished or 
completed (Neill 2004), therefore identity construction is also 
in a continues process that neither starts nor finishes with the 
physical construction.

Proxemics theory was introduced by anthropologist Edward 
T. Hall in the 1960s, which addresses the perception and use 
of  space to achieve communication objectives. Since human 
beings are territorial beings by nature, the physical boundaries 
and the notion of  territories differ between Cultures. Hall 
focused on interpersonal spaces and split it between, intimate, 
personal, social and public. Stating that the distances of  these 
spaces are different between cultures and depends on the 
relationship held with others, also they are a valued barrier 
and when crossed can cause great discomfort or anxiety.“Every 
living thing has a visible physical boundary—its skin—separating it 
from its external environment.  This visible boundary is surrounded by a 
series of  invisible boundaries that are more difficult to define but are just 
as real.  These other boundaries begin with the individual’s personal space 
and terminate with her or his territory.”(Edward Twitchell Hall 1990, 



10). In addition, Hall states that the concept of  proxemics is 
not only valuable for the interaction between people but also 
it helps in“the organization of  space in [their] houses and buildings, 
and ultimately the layout of  [their] towns”.(Edward T. Hall 1963, 
1003).

In conclusion, Identity can be defined as a system of  relations 
and representations. A city’s identity is thus established by the 
greater sum of  the multiple identities contained within it; the 
individual identity of  a city’s citizens, their collective identity 
as a community, in addition to the identity of  the structures 
and landscape of  the city. Understanding this greater identity 
and the plethora of  connections it hosts is essential in the 
attempts of  its preservation in the aftermath of  a traumatic 
event.     
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CASE STUDIES

part 4



It is important to state that the two case studies presented in this 
chapter, Sarajevo and Nahr al-Bared, are both different in time, history, 
scale, the nature of  their conflict - although being both classified as 
“New Wars”- and the post-war strategies applied in the aftermath. The 
selection of  these cases was in order to explore how post-war strategies 
have handled each case concerning previously explored concepts.

Sarajevo, capital of  Bosnia and Herzegovina, is a historical city, 
that goes back to the medieval period composed of  multi ethnicities 
once unified under a national banner of  Yugo-Slavism identity who in 
1992 have suffered a civil war and endured a three years’ siege. While 
Nahr el-Bared is a refugee camp situated in Northern Lebanon that 
was established in the 1940’s due to Israel Palestinian conflict sustained 
in a temporary state with no urban legislations or plans for the last 60 
years. It was totally destroyed and then demolished to the ground after a 
military mission against a terrorist group. 

However, Sarajevo city is similar to the context of  Damascus. Both 
of  them are continuously inhabited cities that goes way back in time 
and history, share similarities in culture and social composition of  multi 
religions and ethnicities, dragged under a unified national identity. Even 
though Nahr el-Bared doesn’t share the same historic or even the same 
war background of  the previous cities but the applied strategy following 
the eradication of  the whole camp is unique in this discourse.

In this sense, the following part will explore the history, urban and 
social configuration of  these cases leading to the event of  war and its 
impacts on the city. Thus, they will help in setting the stage to better 
understand the post conflict strategies applied in these different contexts, 
their impacts on the socio-urban composition, whether are successes or 
failures, and how the concepts of  trauma, identity and memory were 
dealt with in the approaches of  the aftermath.



SARAJEVO





Fig.45: Therapy students play in the gutted National Library in Sarajevo.Warchild activity, Mostar and Sarajevo, Bosnia 1994-95. 
Source: photographer: Keith Brame Keith Brame

“To live in Sarajevo is to live on different planes. This collision of the past and present lends the city a hyperreal texture, 
as if you are walking through a postcard come to life. To visit Sarajevo is to witness both our modern civilization’s greatest 
sorrows and greatest triumphs.”        Reif Larsen, writer
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SARAJEVO SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

              FEDERATION OF BIH

LEGEND
Bosniak Canton
Croat Canton
Bosniak-Croat Canton
Republika Srpska
IEBL
Major Cities

1.Una Sana (Bosniak)
2.Posavina (Croat)
3.Tuzla Pdrinje (Bosniak)
4.Zenica Doboj (Bosniak)
5.Bosna Pdrinje (Bosniak)
6.Central Bosnia (Mixed)
7.Herzegovina Neretva (Mixed)
8.West Herzegovina (Croat)
9.Sarajevo (Bosniak)
10.Herceg Bosna (Croat)

Sarajevo
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THE COUNTRY OF BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA

EHTNIC COMPOSITION BEFORE 1991
Croats - more than 66%
Croats - 50-65%
Croats - up to 50%
Bosniaks - more than 66%
Bosniaks - 50-65%
Bosniaks - up to 50%

Serbs - more than 66%
Serbs - 50-65%
Serbs - up to 50%

DEMOGRAPHY
Total Population 2013

3.89million
Before the conflict the 
population was 4.37 million

Fig.46: Sarajevo Sequence of  Events
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Political Background
Ethnical meetings and Disagreements

The Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH) was constantly a contested territory 
between ethno-nationalist ideologies. As it gathered three major faiths 
Islam, Catholicism and Christian Orthodoxy each were fighting for their 
ethnicity along with territorial claims (Robinson, Engelstoft, and Pobric 
2001). Although, throughout history, Bosnia-Herzegovina had been 
able to maintain its autonomy since the ottoman rule from the 15th 
century till 19th century, and even during the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
However, after its fall at the end of  World War I (1918) (Fig.47), and 
the foundation of  the first Yugoslav state, the BiH was lost inside the 
administrative divisions undertaken under the Serbian influence. In the 
meantime, the Croats politicians were calling for a federal state structure 
to even their power.

The development of  the Yugo-Slavism identity was a part of  
winning the struggle for independence from Ottoman rule. Although 
it was formed of  Serbs, Croats and Slovenes but there were also ethno-
nationalist ideologies supporting the separation for a statehood of  
Slovenia, Croatia and Serbia (Ivo Banac 1984; Robinson, Engelstoft, and 
Pobric 2001). Contrary to the Croats and Serbs that each belonged to 
the greater state of  Croatia and of  Serbia, the Bosnian (and Kosovan, 
Albanian) Muslims were not considered as an entity inside The Yugo-
Slavism project. According to Robsinson, “Muslims defined their identity on 
shared environment and culture practices [. . .] it was an identity more closely tied to 
the routine of  daily life than to links with a common origin or shared blood”. (2001, 
962)

During the first version of  Yugoslav state since 1918, hatred and 
tensions grew stronger with the domination of  one identity over another; 
the exclusion of  Muslims was then catalyzed and became more evident 
with the formation of  the new Yugoslavia “kingdom of  the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes”. This further weakened the potential of  Muslim Bosnians 
(Bosniak) to take part in the nationalist project.

At the end of  World War II, the federal people’s republic of  Yugoslavia 
was formed under the communist party (Fig.48). The Federal was later 
renamed by the 1964 constitution to as Socialist Federal Republic of  
Yugoslavia (SFRY). Six republics constituted the Federation; BiH, Croatia, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia (including the regions of  Kosovo and 
Vojvodina) and Slovenia (Garcia and Kotzen 2014). The second version 
of  Yugoslav state operated under Tito’s Federal project “Yugo-Slavism”; 
unifying multiple countries under one political and cultural  ideology 

Fig.47: Serbian Army enters Zagreb at the 
Formation of  the New Kingdom, 1918. Source:  
Horvat, J. 1989 Politićka povijest Hrvatske, Zagreb

Fig.48: Josip Broz (1892-1980) signs 07 March 
1945 in Belgrade the declaration establishing the 
Federal People’s Republic of  Yugoslavia. Photo 
available at: https://www.gettyimages.es

Fig.49: The Croatian Spring, a political meeting in 
Zagreb, 1971. Photo available at: http://croatia.
eu/article.php?lang=2&id=23

Fig.50: Student protests in Zaghreb during the 
Croatian spring, 1971. Photo available at:https://
dgrbesic.wordpress.com/tag/yugoslavia/ 

Josip Broz Tito the commander of Yugoslav 
anti-Nazi forces, ruled the country as 
president from 1953 until his 1980.



which would unite the multiple ethnic identities together as Robinson 
says “the principle of  class rather that nationality was accorded priority”.

 In order to achieve this, a new federal system was implemented 
creating institutions that prevented the domination of  one national 
group even though there has been an attempt of  introducing a dual 
nationality system which would allow citizens to be identified by 
both their own nations and that of  the greater Yugoslavia (Robinson, 
Engelstoft, and Pobric 2001). The system however did not achieve any 
of  its goals, but it rather strengthened the existing tensions, it created 
what Roader (1991) referred to as a “bureaucratized nationalism” that 
followed the crisis of  legitimacy of  the federal state which happened in 
1974, when a new constitution gave more autonomy to the republics of  
Yugoslav as a result of  the demands placed during the Coroatian Spring 
(Fig.49, Fig.50). Paradoxically, those territorial divisions were designed 
for administrative purposes but were also based on a different ethnicity. 
The ethnic tensions remained and grew further after Tito’s death in 1980 
(Fig.51). The 1991 national census proved the federal project of  identity 
to be indefensible when only 7.6% of  the population declared itself  as 
Yugoslav.

 In 1991 Slovenia and Croatia declared their independence followed 
by Macedonia and BiH which resulted in the dissolution of  Yugoslavia. 
By 1992 only remaining entities were Serbia and Montenegro. (Garcia 
and Kotzen 2014).

The war between BiH and Serbia began in 1991 when the Bosnian 
Serbs held a referendum to form a Serbian republic within the borders 
of  BiH. The results were in favor which led the government of  BiH to 
declare it unconstitutional. Later in 1992, a national referendum was held 
for the independence of  Bosnia, even though the Bosnian Serbs refused 
to participate, the referendum resulted in the independence of  BiH from 
Yugoslavia in April, followed immediately by the Serbs declaring the 
independence of  Serbian Republic (Republika Srpska). Shortly afterward 
the war in BiH started.

Fig.51: President Josip Broz Tito of  Yugoslavia’s 
funeral at the Zagrab Yugoslavia, May 1980. Photo 
available at: https://www.gettyimages.es

Fig.52: Sarajevo Winter #Olympics opening 
ceremony, 1984. photo available at: https://www.
radiosarajevo.ba/metromahala/teme/lijepo-je-bilo-
u-sarajevu-olimpijada-je-najljepse-sto-se-dogodilo-
ovom-gradu/253054#lg=1&slide=0







Fig.53: Sarajevo building with mortar marks. Photo by: Fehim Demir, available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/
indepth/features/2012/04/2012458577395275.html
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Sarajevo, the capital of  Bosnia-Hercegovina and divided between the 
federation of  Bosnia-Hercegovina and the Serbian Republic (Republika 
Srprska) is located in the heart of  southeastern Europe and Balkans. The 
city is situated within the greater Sarajevo valley torn by the Miljacka river 
that runs through the city from the east to the west where it meets up 
with the Bosnia river while being surrounded by the Dinaric alps which 
are known as the Olympic Mountains when Sarajevo hosted the winter 
Olympics of  1984 (Fig.52). The city was once known as the Jerusalem of  
Europe as it was a multi ethnic city and the only major one in Europe to 
have a mosque, Catholic church, Orthodox church and a synagogue all 
in one neighborhood. The city has endured a four-year civil war, a major 
one in recent European history.

It was a small medieval settlement in the Bosnian kingdom that was 
established on the banks of  river Miljacka and grew along it from east to 
west during the ottoman rule till the 19th century. The Ottoman Empire 
developed the village of  Sarajevo into a city. They introduced public 
services, religious places, a central market, public fountains and bridges. 
By building the first bridge to connect the Careva Dzamija (the mosque 
of  the Tsar) to a market area, the river Miljacka was turned from being 
an edge of  city into its spine. Under the rule of  the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, Sarajevo was the first city in Europe to install a tram line after San 
Francisco in the United States. the empire also installed  electricity and 
sewage systems, and built city hall building (Fig.56), catholic churches, 
and numerous theaters (Fig.55) (Lamphere-Englund 2015). 

In 1914 the Archduke Franz Ferdinand of  Austria was assassinated in 
the city flaring the First World War (Fig.54). Between the beginning of  
the World War I and II, the city had an insignificant development of  its 
urban layout, but, the beginning of  the Second World War was marked 
by the rule of  Tito, and the beginning of  Yugoslavism and socialism. In 
this new context, the urban layout started to change with development 
of  two comprehensive plans for the city, introducing the iconic socialist 
apartment blocks (Fig.57), new sport facilities, public transportation 
systems and new schools. The second plan made a big extension to the 
city, which was implemented in 1960, developing new industrial areas on 
the city outskirts that led to an increase of  its population. The military 
industry grew during this period, being the iconic pair of  block towers in 
the center of  Sarajevo occupied by UNIS (United Armaments Industries 
Sarajevo). The peak of  the city’s prosperity was reached when it hosted 

History & Urban Background

Fig.54: A postcard image of  Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand and his wife, moments before the 
assassination. Photo available at: https://www.
thenation.com/article/june-28-1914-gavrilo-
princip-assassinates-archduke-franz-ferdinand-
in-sarajevo-sparking-world-war-i/

Fig.55: Sarajevo National Theatre. Photo 
available at: https://youthhistoryblog.wordpress.
com/2012/10/16/sarajevo-national-theatre/
konica-minolta-digital-camera-2/

Fig.56: Sarajevo City Hall, Julian Nitzsche 
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/bosnia-
herzegovina/articles/how-to-spend-48-hours-
in-sarajevo-bosnia/

Fig.57: Apartment blocks in the suburbs 
showing signs of  being shelled during the civil 
war Photo available at: http://mapio.net/
pic/p-7356505/



the Winter Olympics of  1984, being built Hotels, stadiums and housing 
(Lamphere-Englund 2015). 

Urban Development During The Ottoman Rule

After Kuliye mosque was built, a chain of  social municipal buildings 
were erected giving rise to the later city center. First a kitchen, to feed 
the travelers, then a college (madrasah), followed by hospital, public 
fountains, a guest house and tomb. During the 15th and 16th century 
each new governor enriched the city’s center with a public building and 
by the end of  the ottoman rule Sarajevo’s center had 16 mosques, 2 
minarets, three dervish lodges, one madrasah and several elementary 
school, 4 baths (Hammam), two large khans in the center of  Carsija 
(Carel Bertram 1998).

During the ottoman period the city’s growth did not departed from a 
centric point but rather from a series of  clusters of  independent Mahalas. 
Mahalas are neighborhoods formed around a mosque (Mesdzids) -which 
is the condition to settle into an uninhabited area – then forty households 
along with a group of  services like a hospital, a school (Madrasah), some 
service stores and a public fountain (Carel Bertram 1998). 

Unlike the Greeks or Romans, the streets would not lead to a theatric 
view of  an iconic building, but the sky would, by the use of  minarets 
as landmarks of  the city. Although the streets would eventually lead 
to the main social interaction spaces whether they are commercial or 
religious but it would go through undefined order or organic form of  
interconnected narrow streets that is the urban form of  ottoman cities 
(Carel Bertram 1998), (Fig.59).

Public spaces in old Sarajevo would vary and be used according to 
gender. Although streets were a public space, fountains were a meeting 
point for women and children while fetching for water or doing laundry, 
whereas men had more spaces to gather around the neighborhood like 
the misdzid or carsija but they would favor the Kafanas (Fig.60). Around 
the Turkish period, kafanas began to change and little by little they 
began to disappear. Around the 60’s they only existed in villages. The 
urban kafanas were later replaced by Citaonice (sing), or reading rooms. 
Whereas The predominant family recreational activity during this period 
was a picnic on the hills (Carel Bertram 1998).

Fig.58: Map from “Stanford’s Compendium 
of  Geography and Travel: Europe” Volume 
1, 1899. Photo available at: https://legacy.lib.
utexas.edu/maps/historical/history_balkans.
html

Fig.59: Sarajevo in 1697 during the Ottoman 
Empire, The Kriegsarchiv, historical archive. 
photo available at: http://www.oesta.gv.at/
site/6154/default.aspx

Fig.60: Old postcard Sarajevo Bosnien-
Herzegowina, Old Bazar Bascarsija. Photo 
available at: http://www.akpool.co.uk/
postcards/24060473-postcard-sarajevo-
bosnien-herzegowina-old-bazar-bascarsija
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The houses during the Ottoman era climbed and descended the 
streets, it was important to pick a good site for both ventilation and 
view. Privacy was important although not as much like as other cities, for 
example, most of  the houses are one story and windows open directly 
to the streets. Normally, a house’s entrance is through a gate into a front 
yard and then to the house where there is an inner courtyard. During 
the 1950s, the old type of  house started to be replaced by the socialist 
apartment block (Carel Bertram 1998).

Carsija is a market inside a Mahala. During the mid-16th century 
Gazi Hursev Beg was appointed as Vezier By Suleyman the Magnificent 
(Fig.60). He had a great interest in developing Sarajevo especially as 
a commercial center which is why all his projects were inside Carsija. 
He built a collage complex that still functions today, a covered market 
(Bezistan) (Fig.64). He also built a stone Khan for the increasing number 
of  foreign merchants as the Bascarsija became a center of  commerce and 
religious education surrounding the Hursev Beg’s Kulliye Mosque. Thus, 
new neighborhoods began to form like the Latinluk formed from Latin 
Christians from Dubrovnik that extend from the west side of  Hursev 
Beg’s Mosque till the river. Also, there was the Orthodox Christians and 
Jews neighborhoods building Synagogues, churches and Cathedrals. By 
late 16th century Sarajevo became an economic multi culture center 
(Carel Bertram 1998).

AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN RULE

The 40 years’ span from 1879 until 1918 under the Austro-Hungarian 
rule have made quite a change to the city (Fig.63). It changed the city plan 
into a grid system, joining private spaces with public ones, like apartment 
buildings with commercial shops beneath. Electricity was introduced, as 
well as a tram line and a new sewage system. Since the new rulers were 
Christians, new churches and cathedrals were built (Fig.65) and the old 
ones were repaired. They have also built Municipal buildings such as the 
Former palace of  justice, the national theater, the army headquarters and 
a gymnasium  (Carel Bertram 1998).

The economic value of  Bascarsija declined, and new large buildings 
were allowed to replace the small wooden shops that were caught in a 
huge fire on the west side. They have regularized the buildings in the 
south, and built a road and stone wall on the river side leaving no room 
for Carsija near the river. Inside Carsija, they widened streets and paved 

Carsija holds 6 types of commercial units.
• Han, accommodation.
• Bezistan, covered bazaar, usually cloth 

trade.
• Daira, communal stone storage area
• Kafana, coffee house.
• Magaza, stone store house.
• Ducan, wooden shops usually where 

goods are made and sold, doors open 
horizontally.

Fig.61: Gazi Hursev Beg -Careva Dzamija, first 
built 1462-rebuilt 1566, Sarajevo. Photo available 
at: http://www.turkishculture.org/picture_shower.
php?ImageID=3306

Fig.62: Map from “Stanford’s Compendium of  
Geography and Travel: Europe” Volume 1, 1899. 
Photo available at: https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/
maps/historical/history_balkans.html

Fig.63: A view of  Sarajevo , the capital of  
Bosnia , from northeast 1914 Photo available at: 
http://www.flickriver.com/photos/94791180@
N06/12118276464/



the stone roads with asphalt and gradually shops became bigger with 
glass windows and standard doors (Carel Bertram 1998).

The city was built under different architectural styles; gothic, neo 
renaissance, byzantine and Moorish or neo Arabic. In some cases 
it reveals an attempt by western architects to respect the vernacular 
architecture, without paying a full attention to the concepts of  the 
ottoman and Islamic architecture like its decorations, plan and scale. The 
city hall and Gradska Vijecnica, which endured bombing during the war 
1992, are famous examples since they were built at the entrance of  the 
city becoming one of  its landmarks along with the city museum that 
once was a Sheriat school for judges, Hotel Nertva, and Ashkenazi Jews 
synagogue (Fig.66) (Carel Bertram 1998).

The major impact on the city plan happened during the Yugoslav 
kingdom. The urban planners declared that their history should depart 
from Cepenk as they thought those small wooden shops had no cultural 
nor historical value. As such by 1950, a large amount of  Ducans were 
demolished. There was a plan, that never came to life due to lack of  
funds, to torn down the Carsija leaving only its stone monuments. The 
1970 urban plan of  the city was a development of  the previous plan 
dating from the 40s, and considered restoring what was left from Carsija 
and keeping roof  and street pattern according to the 1875’s plan. In 
time of  the winter Olympics, shops were reopened with traditional local 
crafts such as knitted cloths and copper dishes which took the touristic 
attention into the historic center (Carel Bertram 1998), (Fig.67, Fig.68).

Fig.64: Gazi Husrev-bey’s bezistan Grand 
Bazaar, Sarajevo, Photo available at: http://www.
tasteaway.pl/en/2014/09/14/bosnia-sarajevo-
20-years-war/

Fig.65: Sacred Heart Cathedral in Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzogovina. Photo available at: https://www.
dreamstime.com/stock-photo-sacred-heart-cathedral-
sarajevo-bosnia-herzogovina-image57836935

Fig.66: Ashkenazi Synagogue , Sarajevo. Photo 
available at: https://www.stevepinker.com/
keyword/Ashkenazi/

Fig.67: View of  Sarajevo and Olympic park. 
Eddie Gerald. Photo available at: https://www.
alamy.com/stock-photo-view-of-sarajevo-and-
olympic-park-in-bosnia-herzegovina-24176602.
html

Fig.68: Poster of  winter olympic games, Sarajevo, 
1984. Photo available at: https://social.shorthand.
com/_AleMary/32hfqDGes/the-atrocity-that-
shames-europe
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Fig.70: A beautiful girl mourns in the Lion Cemetery, Sarajevo. Source: Tom Stoddart archive

“I know that life after the war can sometimes be even more difficult than it was during the war. The enemy is more cunning, 
and a man wants to relax after he has exerted so much effort to survive. But you cannot. Because the name “Sarajevo” is a 
symbol of light and hope. The hope that courage and tolerance can prevail.”
           Kénizé Mourad, writer



The Event That Flared the Siege

During the 80s Yugoslavia unity was threatened by ethnic and political 
stress, the death of  Tito, economic decline, and the false front of  the 
communist unity. In 1992, Sarajevo participated in a peaceful protest 
against the nationalist parties, until the 6th of  April, when a gunman 
from the Yugoslav National Army, located on the hills surrounding 
Sarajevo, opened fire on the protest and artillery began bombarding the 
city (Lamphere-Englund 2015).

War Impacts

The war in Bosnia left the country in a devastating situation, the 
death toll was between 97.000 and 250.000 people were killed and almost 
as many were injured. 60% of  the pre-war population was affected or 
displaced around 1.1 million fled the country and 2 million internal 
displaced - during the war there was a huge movement from rural areas 
into the cities, for instance the population of  Tuzla increased by 50%. 
Infrastructures were strongly affected specially sewage system, leaking 
their effluent into water supply affecting public health and creating a 
water crisis. The country industries like Metallurgy, Mining and Forestry 
were either destroyed or shut down leading to the country economical 
drop down (Lindsay Cordall 1998).

In Sarajevo, 11.000 civilians were dead, hundreds of  thousands 
between internally displaced and refugees, 60% of  city buildings were 
damaged or destroyed, including 70.000 damaged apartments (Fig.71). 
Infrastructure was heavily damaged; 80% of  utilities such as roads, 
transportation networks, telecommunication, electricity and water 
system were disabled, by the end of  war only one fifth of  the city had 
water and power. Many public buildings like governmental institutions 
were damaged even health care facilities were not spared, 30 to 35% of  
the country’s health buildings were damaged (Lamphere-Englund 2015).

The capital endured three years’ siege with devastating consequences. 
An estimation of  80.000 shells were dropped on the city damaging or 
destroying around 60% of  its physical structure and affecting the region’s 
economy. The parliament offices and the library, once considered a 
major library in Eastern Europe, were one of  the firsts to be destroyed. 
The city local industries, such as tobacco processing, car manufacturing, 
brewery and engine production, were shut down, one after the other 
due to attacks and, as people started to flee the area, the work labor 

12000 apartments were lightly damaged, 
35,000 heavily damaged, and 24,000 totally 
destroyed (Mehmed, 1999).

Fig.71: A panorama of  Sarajevo, Mark 
Milstein, 1996, Photo available at: https://www.
shutterstock.com/image-photo/sarajevo-bosnia-mar-
15-panorama-on-89982679?src=WmmZvn39Sk
ngjdsIyifcwQ-1-7

Fig.72: Sarajevo woman runs past sniper barricade,  
Sarajevo, 1993, Ron Haviv, Photo available at: 
http://photoarts.com/haviv/bosnia/runner.html

Fig.73: Sniper tunnel in Serb held Sarajevo, 1996, 
Ron Haviv, Photo available at: http://photoarts.
com/haviv/bosnia/sniper.html

Fig.74: A man walks home. Sarajevo 1993, Ron 
Haviv, Photo available at: http://photoarts.com/
haviv/bosnia/sniper.html

MODERN WARFARE
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decreased (Lindsay Cordall 1998).

The method of  shelling of  Sarajevo city was by targeting buildings 
that carried a cultural meaning and that are significant to its people. It 
was concentrated in the historic center, where many public and religious 
buildings were located. The popular Tito’s park and its cafes became 
dangerous areas due to artillery hostility. The Olympics facilities were 
not spared, the stadium was damaged by a fire, the rest suffered decay 
during the three years period of  no maintenance (Lindsay Cordall 
1998). Bogdan Bogdanović, a former mayor of  Belgrade, described this 
systematic attack as an urbicide, deliberately targeting the urban life of  
the city through both physical destruction and symbolic annihilation, 
strangling it through siege, and terrorizing it through constant sniper 
shootings (Fig.75, Fig.76) (Bogdanović 1993).

As the death toll grew and grave yards became crowded, the city green 
spaces were soon converted into grave yards as well as the Olympic 
sport fields (Fig.77) (18 to 30 people died each day). Snipers used to 
target civilians’ specially women and children in order to spread terror. 
Funerals were held only at night fearing being targeted during the day 
after an entire family had died in a daylight funeral (Lindsay Cordall 
1998).

The way of life under siege have changed 
completely from before, the daily life became 
all about a struggle for survival. Queues for 
bread and water began to emerge as supplies 
came short. Resources were controlled by the 
Serbs, reserved goods and materials inside the 
city ran out and people had to depend on the 
small amount that Serbs distributed. Even 
electricity was only available at night for 30 
minutes, when people would get up to recharge 
power generator or to cook rice for days to 
come. Walking the streets was about dodging 
bullets from snipers such as the principal road 
that linked the city center with the modern 
business and residential district, which was 
surrounded by high ground, became known 
as the Sniper Alley. Serbs had a good vantage 
point to assault people who wanted to cross 
the city’s plan, splitting it into two parts 
(Lindsay Cordall 1998).

Fig.75: Map of  the Siege of  Sarajevo in the British 
National Library. Photo available at: http://
www.sarajevotimes.com/map-siege-sarajevo-british-
national-library/siege-of-sarajevo-map/

Fig.76: Close up view of  Sniper Alley, Map of  the 
Siege of  Sarajevo in the British National Library.

Fig.77: The Olympic venues surrounded by 
gravestones, June 2012. Photo available at: http://
www.spokesman.com/stories/2014/feb/05/1984-
winter-olympics-a-lasting-bright-spot-in/#/0





SARAJEVO

Marijin Dvor
.Firstly developed during the austro hungarian rule mostly designed by a Czech 
architect Karal Parzik and named after“Maria’s Palace” a major residential building 
that now is a national monument. The neighboorhood is charecterised by buildings 
of  tow to three stories high between residential and commecrial buildings and 
houses many national buildings which were developed later under the Yugoslavia 
role such as the national parliament, executive council building, Momo and Uzeir 
skyscrapers and hotel Holiday. Became a well known district during the Sarajevo’s 
seige when its main street was nicknamed Sniper alley

Baščaršija
The name derives from Turkish 
which means crossroads or trading 
center. The area was mainly devel-
oped at the begining of  the 16th 
century by Isa-Beg Ishaković an 
Ottoman general who laid the 
foundations for Sarajevo on the 
right bank of  Miljaca river. He built 
several facilities Mosque, madresa, 
library, public bath and a covered 
bazzar. 
It is a cultural and historical nucle-
us for sarajevo  although it endured 
many transformatioons throu-
ought time that still evident on its 
urban layout. It houses an old 
Orthodox church and old Jewish 
tample in addition to ottoman 
architecture by its several bazars, 
mosuqes and baths .

 Asim Ferhatović Hase Stadium
A multi-purpose staduim located in Koševo a northen perphiri-
cal neighborhood of  Srajevo. It was built during the 40’s and 
was later renovated for winter olumpics in 1984 where it held 
the opening ceremony. The staduim was hugly damaged during 
the war and went under a thourough reconstruction afterwards 
and currently has a seating capacity of  36.500 .

Novo Sarajevo
An urbanized area developed in the 50’s during the socialist period 
in response to the city’s massive growth. Composed of  high rise 
residential blocks more than 30.000 residential units which formes 
25% of  the residential units of  the city. In addition to being 
considered  a comercial and a buisness center of  the city where 
major companies, cooporation and univeristy campus.

Informal housing
Due to city’s growth during SFRY 
in the 60’s and 70’s informal hous-
ing began to fill the slopes on both 
sides of  Miljacka river for its 
closnes to workplace and cheap 
land. It speacialy increased after the 
war, although local authority set 
several regulations and plans to 
control the urban sprawl of  the city 
however it didnt not stop the 
development of  illegal construc-
tions  

100500m

100500m
100500m

100500m

100500m

Fig.78: Sarajevo Urban Patterns
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Reconstruction Challenges & Details

The war officially ended with the signing of  DPA (The Dayton Peace 
Agreement) in December 1995. Signed between the presidents of  Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia in order to end hostilities and 
violence and build a peaceful country (Fig.79). Due to the complexity of  
the war as an ethnical conflict, Bosnia was divided between the Federation 
of  Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH) and the Republika Srpska, and the 
capital was split by a political boundary between the two entities. Radha 
Kumar, a specialist in ethnic conflicts recognized this decision as a way 
to end the violence and death that swamped the country (1997).

Despite the complex context of  Post war reconstruction, there 
is a general concord that the process needs to address the political 
and economic institutions and social conditions affected by the war. 
International aid organizations are main actors in the process, the set-
up strategies and programs. Among them, the world Bank is mainly 
responsible for economic recovery and normalization (World Bank 
1998) while the UN is more focused on the political reform (Barakat 
2010).

“post-conflict reconstruction supports the transition from conflict to peace in an 
affected country through the rebuilding of  socioeconomic framework of  society (...) 
Reconstruction does not refer only to reconstruction of  physical infrastructure. Nor 
does it necessarily signify rebuilding of  the socioeconomic framework that existed in a 
country prior to the onset of  the conflict” (World Bank 1998, 14).

In Bosnia, the World bank coordinated the Priority Reconstruction 
of  Recovery Program (PRRP) with a 5 billion USD fund for projects 
of  employment generation, demobilization, support, energy, landmine 
removals, telecommunications, agriculture and industry. Facing challenges 
along the way to restart the economic market in a new political and social 
framework (World Bank 1996). 

In addition to economic development, another main goal of  
international strategies is eliminating the causes of  conflicts, establishing 
security for individuals, social groups and the state, and nurturing better 
conditions for a stable lasting peace (Morphet 2002). The mission of  
Peace building headed by the OHR (Office of  the High Representative) 
played a significant role in shaping BiH in post Dayton years. It was 
responsible for supervising and coordinating civil aspects of  the 
DPA, directly intervening in resettlement of  refugees and IDP’s, civil 

REBUILDING SARAJEVO

Fig.79: World leaders at the signing of  Dayton 
Peace Agreement December 14, 1995. Gerard 
Julien. Photo available at: https://www.britannica.
com/event/Dayton-Accords

Fig.80: Elektroprivreda Building under siege 
in 1992. Photo avaialabe at: https://dprbcn.
wordpress.com/2009/11/23/electroprivreda-
reconstruction-and-freespace-designed-by-lebbeus-
woods/

Fig.81: Before and After photograpgh of  The ‘Loris’ 
building, Sarajevo, 1996-2011, Jim Marshall. 
Photo available at: http://www.sarajevotimes.
com/jim-marshall-unable-accept-europeans-willing-
tolerate-barbarism-happening-europe/



administrations, economic reconstruction, and rebuilding political 
institutions (Timothy Donais 2005).

Physical Reconstruction
Infrastructure, Property & Demography

In 1994, in Sarajevo city before the DPA, a team of  seven action 
groups including locals was formed, called Special Coordinator for 
Sarajevo headed by William Eagleton, with objective to evaluate and to 
set a plan for restoring essential public services. Local authorities were 
in control of  urban governance where they set strategies to recreating 
market economy for the future development of  the city (Martín-Díaz 
2014). Despite their efforts and goals however there was no actual local 
cooperation for pushing the city forward; the ethno-national parties 
continued following wartime goals by political means (Leroux-Martin 
2013), as a result, international actors became ever more in control of  
the decision making in the governance of  the city and the country. 

Although reconstruction efforts in the city were focused on 
recovery programs, stabilizing the post conflict situation, restoring and 
repairing the damaged physical structure to provide basic housing and 
infrastructure needs. Nevertheless, the reconstruction process didn’t 
include a single vision of  sustainable integrated plan for the city. Due to 
the division of  the city between two entities and then dividing each to 
several municipalities, therefore separated planning offices were heading 
various reconstruction process funded by a variety of  donors which 
resulted in slow and punctual reconstruction process (Bădescu 2015). For 
example, the EU reconstruction was suffering from heavy bureaucracies, 
lack of  efficiency from several departments and dependency on Brussels 
(J. R. Yarwood et al. 1999).

The Main donors in Sarajevo were international organizations such 
as the world Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the European 
Union, U.S. Agency for International Development, along states and 
development agencies, like the Japanese government, the Turkish 
Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA), or even cities like 
Barcelona and Amsterdam (Lamphere-Englund 2015).

The main priority after the end of  siege was restoring the city’s 
infrastructure. Roads and transportation were the first to be restored 
within three years after siege. Till 1999, around $713 million were 
disbursed by international donors as well as governmental and private 

Fig.82: Before and After photograpgh of  holiday 
inn, Sarajevo, 1996 - 2011, Jim Marshall. Photo 
available at: http://www.sarajevotimes.com/jim-
marshall-unable-accept-europeans-willing-tolerate-
barbarism-happening-europe/

Fig.83: The Unis towers, Sarajevo, 1996 - 2011 
Jim Marshall. Photo available at: http://www.
sarajevotimes.com/jim-marshall-unable-accept-
europeans-willing-tolerate-barbarism-happening-
europe/
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investors which were able, almost completely, to restore the country’s 
basic supply infrastructure, water, and power. In 1998 the donors had 
allocated around $1.42 billion only for the restoration of  the country 
water system, but due to low payment rate and high maintenance costs 
private investors have drawn back from utilities; therefore, water supply 
was still in a bad shape, according to 2015 data. District heating program 
were in a bad state of  corrosion and cracking, by the end of  the siege only 
one third of  the city’s heating program function. Around $145 million 
were invested in removing illegal natural gas lines and restoring around 
90% of  apartments with district heating (Lamphere-Englund 2015, 5).

In the beginning of  the reconstruction process, repairing damaged or 
destroyed housing stock was a priority, despite the heavy shelling during 
the siege, only a small proportion of  housing stock was so damaged to be 
considered inhabitable. Around $1.2 billion were committed to housing 
nationwide till 1998, funded by various international organizations 
such as, OSCE, Sida, Catholic Relief  services. USAID and EBRD had 
supported housing repairs in the city, such as new roofs and elevators 
for apartment complexes in Sarajevo. OSCE provided limited funds and 
materials for people to rebuild their own space, they only supported 7 
m2 per person, due to concerns over the housing quality.

Although by 1998 the majority of  the housing stock was repaired, 
the city was facing problems with property restitution and ownership. 
After the DPA, the CRPC (Commission for Real Property Claims of  
Displaced Persons and Refugees) was heading the process but faced 
many difficulties because of  lost records during the war and dysfunctional 
land registries. Till 1999 only 3% were restituted, afterwards, PLIP (the 
Property Law Implementation Plan) was launched by joint efforts of  
international organizations (CPRC commission, OHR, OSCE, United 
Nations Mission in BiH, and UNHCR). The strategy was focusing upon 
individual property rights and the rule of  law, demanding to be respected 
by public officials, police, judges... when asked to evacuate an illegal 
occupied property as many of  them did so under the protection of  
local administration. The process faced a lot of  resistance, due to ethnic 
or political means obstructing its way, once it followed a strategy of  
institutionalizing returns through legal and administrative standardization 
rather than depending on local process which was dominated by a single 
ethnic group. By 2005, 93% of  the property restitution process was 
solved. However, the success in finally resolving property restitution 

Fig.84: Before and After photograpgh of  Skenderia 
square, 1993 - 2012. Source: Reuters/Danilo 
Krstanovic and Dado Ruvic

Fig.85: Before and After photograpgh of  The main 
post office, Sarajevo, 1996 - 2011,Jim Marshall.  
Photo available at: http://www.sarajevotimes.
com/jim-marshall-unable-accept-europeans-willing-
tolerate-barbarism-happening-europe/

Fig.86: Marshall Tito Street, the BBI centre, on 
the right. im Marshall.  Photo available at: http://
www.sarajevotimes.com/jim-marshall-unable-accept-
europeans-willing-tolerate-barbarism-happening-
europe/



after almost ten years of  the end of  war doesn’t really reflect the reality 
of  the situation, that displaced people and refugees actually returned to 
the city.  Many former owners sold their reclaimed properties to current 
occupants, and since no organization or government agency would 
actually keep track, which resulted in lack of  a reliable source of  actual 
returnees.

The returnees to the city were mostly Bosniaks, displaced within 
the city, and new comers, mostly from the villages around, were being 
stigmatized as peasants from the inhabitants of  the city because they 
were not a part of  the cosmopolitan life of  the capital. However, this 
stigmatization along with the ethnic tension after the war, did not 
actually affect that for people from a minority to return, especially that it 
accelerated between 1998 and 2000.

By 1997, Sarajevo city had an influx of  immigration from the countries 
inlands that made up 40% of  post war population. Bosniak population 
was doubled after the war, not only because the majority of  returnees 
were Bosniak but also because the majority of  Serbs left, around 62.000 
were driven out of  the city after the Dayton accords. The Sarajevo 
declaration (1998) stated the objective of  returning 20.000 minorities 
in that same year but it never succeeded because the restitution claims 
were blocked, many refused to evacuate, returnees would only return 
to resell their property and leave to where their ethnic group moved, 
and discrimination against the newcomers to the city was ignored. The 
return of  minorities accelerated in the following year but there was a lack 
of  planning and support to sustain it.

Urban Reconstruction

Martin diaz, in his study on Sarajevo as post socialist city, has divided 
the urban reconstruction and  transformation, since the war ended, 
into two periods: the first focused on main physical reconstruction 
in parallel to some symbolic projects led by local and international 
actors; and a second period, from 2003 onwards, where a new wave of  
urban renewal and real estate development emerged after the Law on 
Construction Land enacted by the OHR in May 2003, an act that allowed 
the privatization of  land transforming the private developers into key 
urban actors replicating new projects embodying foreign functional and 
aesthetical changes into the city. (Martín-Díaz 2014)

The City Development Institute cooperating in Sarajevo’s 

Educational Reconstruction
Following the war till 1998 all schools were 
restored but no new ones were built. Although 
physical structure of schools’ system was 
retained throughout the country, but not 
the actual education system, after Dayton 
accords the system was divided giving each 
of the country’s 10 cantons the freedom to set 
its own educational policy. That resulted in 
the disunity of the educational system, driven 
by ethnic policies and resulting in ethnic 
idealization and social suppression as well as 
division inside classrooms. Concerning this we 
may point out the attempt taken by OSCE to 
hold multi ethnic students under the same roof, 
because the policy was to separate each ethnic 
group  into a different classroom. According 
to the National Democratic Institute, polling 
data from 2013, citizens over 61 were rarely 
in support of inequality inside BiH while 
that was not the case of citizens between 
18 and 35 years old. This indicates that 
reconstruction plans needed to pay attention 
to the educational capacity development and 
not only to the physical structures.

Fig.87: Sarajevo’s Socijalno area with the 
Elektroprivreda (state electricity company) 
headquarters on the right, Sarajevo, 1996 - 2011 
Jim Marshall. Photo available at: http://www.
sarajevotimes.com/jim-marshall-unable-accept-
europeans-willing-tolerate-barbarism-happening-
europe/
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reconstruction process was financed by international donors such as U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID), Non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), Catholic Relief  Services and the International 
Rescue Committee. The city development planning office prioritized 
the restoration of  Governmental and office buildings at first but was 
shortly followed by residential buildings. The planning office move 
was “glassing”, top layering buildings with glass, like the twin towers, 
BiH Parliament Building and The Electrical Management Building 
(Elektroprivreda) (Lamphere-Englund 2015). Bringing an aesthetic 
component of  contemporary architecture that doesn’t relate to urban 
aesthetic components of  the city nor its culture or collective memory.

The lack of  vision for integrated urban plan into the reconstruction 
process was a center topic for critiques. The French architect Jean-Francois 
Daoulas criticized the reconstruction of  Dobrinja neighborhood located 
south west of  the city, adjacent to Sarajevo airport (Fig.89). The plan 
did not consider the airport expansion condemning it to remain a small 
facility (Bădescu 2017). The Displacement of  citizens during the war 
have left many apartments and for this reason Sarajevo city in BiH didn’t 
suffer of  shortage in housing, however property restitution took many 
years to be solved which led to many illegal constructions around the city 
invading the hills overlooking the valley (Bădescu 2015).

Based on Martin Diaz field work, there were 109 new urban projects 
identified in the post war period (Fig.88), most of  them in the central 
areas of  the city, especially in two municipalities, Novi grad and Novo 
Sarajevo. Most of  the projects are developed by private investors both 
local and international (mainly from Austria and Islamic states such as 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Malaysia). 39% of  the new developments are 
office buildings, followed by commercial projects (21%), in addition to 
mixed used developments such as Bosmal City Centar and Importanne 
Centar, the percentage of  all three would form around 75% of  post war 
projects. On the other side, multi-family housing (14%), is undertaken 
mainly by private investors, while Symbolic projects, such as temples,  
memorials and mostly mosques count together 15% funded by countries 
like Saudi Arabia, Turkey or Malaysia. Most of  them have been built 
since 2005 as a result of  liberalization policies which allowed the growth 
of  new urban projects changing and transforming the urban structure 
and landscape of  Sarajevo (Martín-Díaz 2014), leading to an increase 
in functional diversity in predominantly traditional neighborhoods, 

Cultural Reconstruction
Cultural spaces in Sarajevo were renovated 
like the National Museum, Sarajevo City 
Museum, theaters, the Olympic complex and 
the Public Library… but funds did not include 
supporting cultural agendas, musicians and 
artists. As a result, museums were shut down 
to be later reopened with a scarce cultural 
agenda. Reconstruction plans didn’t include, 
or gave any attention, to cultural aspects, even 
though the city resistance was played through 
art, music, theater and cinema. Development 
programs to support civil society were 
often funded but arts were mostly neglected, 
struggling to obtain funds and support.

Contemporary urban restructuring 
has been characterized by increasing 
internationalization both in terms of 
capital and labor; changing power relations 
between public and private sector; industrial 
restructuring and an increasing social and 
economic polarization or the emergence of 
post-modern urban landscapes characterized 
by new modes of urban culture and 
consumption. (Sýkora, L. 1994)

Fig.88: Location of  new urban projects in post-
war Sarajevo. Source: Martín-Díaz, Jordi. 2014. 
“Urban Restructuring in Post-War Contexts: 
The Case of  Sarajevo. P.312. https://doi.
org/10.15201/hungeobull.63.3.5

Fig.89: View of  Novi Sarajevo showing Debrijina 
Neighborhood. Photo available at: http://
visitsarajevo.ba/sarajevo-under-siege/?lang=en



densification of  central areas, and bringing significant aesthetic 
transformation (Fig.92).

Husukić and Zejnilović in their research in Aesthetic Singularity 
in present day Sarajevo stated that the new developments in Sarajevo 
changed the spatial configuration and landscape of  the city distorting 
its urban image and identity. “The invasion of  new and formless spaces 
demolishes all elements of  emotional safety with the riddle of  space produced by the 
inconsistencies of  spatial form.” Describing the Sarajevo skyline “nothing more 
but a sum of  vertical congestions” that have changed the cultural landscape.(Husukić 
and Zejnilović 2017) (Fig.90, Fig.92). In addition to introducing new 
aesthetics in the new constructions of  the city, Robert Bevan argues that 
unintentional monuments, describing places of  everyday life; houses of  
worship, fountains, and libraries, can become intentional monuments in 
the reconstruction period when charged with political meaning (2007).

There has been International religious influence on BiH since the end 
of  war, increased during the following years. Many organizations began 
to incorporate religious elements in their work. Islamic donors like Saudi 
Arabia, Malaysia and Indonesia invested significant amount in building 
new mosques and renovating old ones. 

While most of  the religious buildings in Sarajevo were restored to 
their original state, some elements stand out distinctly in the city as it 
did not follow the traditional characteristics that are found in mosques 
specially during the ottoman rules; for instance, the wooden and square 
minaret as in the king Fahd Mosque in Novi grad (Fig.93) that stands 
clearly among the social apartment blocks (Lamphere-Englund 2015). 
Bringing new atheistic alterations the cityscape, as well as new symbolic 
meaning, the cityscape of  Sarajevo now is fuller of  mosques with taller 
minarets than before.

The restoration of  Gazi Husrev Mosque in Sarajevo, funded by the 
Saudi Arabia government, was hugely criticized by locals and researchers 
as well, for bringing another form of  Islam Salafi (Wahhabi). The 
restoration was whitewashing all the decorations that mosque had, 
that are characteristics of  the Balkan Islamic design. However later in 
2015 the decoration returned, and the whitewashing was only a lack of  
funding (Fig.94, Fig.95) (Lamphere-Englund 2015). In addition to all new 
mosques constructions are equipped with extra space for educational 
purposes and teaching staff  in order raise new generation to practice a 
new form of  Islam that described by moderate Muslims as a radical form 

Fig.90: Sarajevo City Panorama, 2015. Source: 
Julian Nitzsche

Fig.91: Sarajevo City Center (SCC), Marijin dvor, 
Sarajevo. Photo available at: http://novovrijeme.
ba/otvaranje-sarajevo-city-centra-13-marta/

Fig.92: BiH Parliament Building, left, Avaz 
twist tower, center, Unis tower, right, 2008, Photo 
available at: http://zarka.ba/projekat/avaz-twist-
tower/

 
Fig.93: King`s Fahd Mosque, Alipasino Polje 
neighborhood, Sarajevo. 2011, Jasmin Brutus. 
Photo available at: https://www.alamy.com/stock-
photo-king%60s-fahd-mosque-in-alipasino-polje-
neighborhood-in-sarajevo-bosnia-38235527.html

Fig.94: Inside view of  one the domes at the Gazi 
Husrev Bey Mosque, 1981. Source: MIT Libraries, 
Aga Khan Visual Archive. Photo available 
at:https://archnet.or g/sites/3674/media_
contents/9255
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of  Islam different from the traditional form of  Bosnia (Bevan 2007).

Another example concerns the development of  new projects where 
new social habits are introduced as in the case of  new commercial 
centers or hotels, funded by Islamic states where many included free-
alcohol facilities. Such as the BBI center had a new space for prayer on 
its top floors in addition to restaurants and bars that don’t serve alcohol 
(Bădescu 2015).

While reconstruction plans in eastern Sarajevo had a vision of  
reshaping the city into a Serbian Sarajevo, to compensate the loss of  urban 
elements of  the city center; new Spatial components reshape part of  the 
urban livelihood of  dwellers. Local authorities in east Sarajevo created a 
central pedestrian area from east Novi Grad to Pale, as a replacement for 
the traditional walk(the Korzo) that takes place in ottoman quarter of  old 
Sarajevo (Fig.97, Fig.98). Another example is the life size checkers board 
(Fig.96) that stands in front of  a monument of  the victims of  war and 
next to Saint Vasilje Ostroski church located on the boundary between 
Republica Sperska and the federation, the chess board is a reminder to 
the one in the independence square in Sarajevo, a recognizable feature in 
the city center that east Sarajevo has lost (Bădescu 2015).

In conclusion, the physical reconstruction of  Sarajevo is universally 
positive, while on the one hand the new modern construction projects 
indicate that the city is moving forward and expresses a sense of  normality 
to its residents, on the other hand many are discontent with the new 
constructions describing them as aggressions on the city’s landscape and 
culture. The integrated urban plan was described as lacking of  vision 
and sustainability, as it changed the urban landscape without regard to 
its previous identity and aesthetics. The state took no consideration 
of  city’s residents opinions and needs during reconstruction, differing 
instead to the influence of  multiple outsider financial backers who 
inserted their own consumerist and religious agendas into the urban 
landscape, which led to a rupture in the city’s urban characteristics 
and social habits. Progress was further marred by poor execution and 
hindrances to property restitution which led to a boom in illegal housing. 
This lack of  consideration for the socio-spatial factors, coupled with 
the city’s fragmentation between two entities further asserted the trauma 
experienced by the urban dwellers and deformed city’s image inscribed 
in the collective memory of  its citizens. 

Fig.95: Inside view of  one the domes at the Gazi 
Husrev Bey Mosque, 2013. Photo available at: 
http://cannundrum.blogspot.pt/2013/09/gazi-
husrev-beg-mosque-sarajevo.html

Fig.96: Checkers board extension –in Republika 
Srpska- of  an orthodox church that sits in the 
Federation of  BiH. Image © Sobia Rafiq 2014

Fig.97: The korzo walk, Ferhadija street, 
Sarajevo.  Photo available at: http://davidsbeenhere.
com/2015/04/16/video-what-to-see-and-eat-in-
sarajevo/

Fig.98: Korzo walk, Subotica, Serbia. 
Photo available at: http://fenteslent.blog.
hu/2013/01/03/legszebb_var osaink_a_
szazadfordulon_ii_szabadka_es_palicsfurdo





NAHR EL-BARED CAMP





Fig.99: Palestinian refugees walk through the Nahr el-Bared refugee camp in Lebanon in 1952 (AP Photo/S.Madver, UNRWA Photo Archives) 
Photograph: S.Madver/AP

"I am from there. I am from here. I am not there and I am not here. I have two names, which meet and part, and I have two 
languages. I forget which of them I dream in."
          Mahmoud Darwish
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Post-War
The reconstruction strategy of  the camp was done 
by UNRWA, local architects and community 
particpation. It aimed to improve the previous state 
of  thei households by deducting the built area, 
increase the hight of  building in order to reach at 
least 35% of  open space. The reconstruction 
process faced many challenges, political, economi-
cal and implemention which heavily delayed the 
projected timeline.

Pre-War
NBRC urban fabric is charecterized to be hugly 
densed with few open spaces. It suffered lack 
of  light, ventilation, and proper public public 
spaces. The area of  the camp barly reachs two 
kilometers with a huge population density of  
around 1.160 person per 10.000 sq.m, where 
open unbuilt areas only forms 12% of  the 
whole camp. Buildings hight is around 3 to 4 
stories high and differs between residential and 
comercial use. It’s main artiery is an interna-
tional high way that cross right in it’s center

Master Plan
The master plan some basic design concepts 
such as maintaining the previous circulation 
pattern and routs and preserved familial 
clusters that are based of  the villages of  origin 
in order to conserve the memory, social practic-
es and different identities. It merged old blocks 
depending on how circulation and light would 
function. In addition to distrubuting plazas 
along the axises, placing public buildings and 
widning main comercial roads and souqs.

War
In 2006, the lebanees army held an eradication operation 
onto the camp in it’s fight agains an Islamist fundamilist 
group. the camp wasdeclared a war zone that led, it was 
heavily bombarded indescrimently to homes schools or 
mosques which led to a total exodus of  its population. After 
four months of  battle it was reduced to rubble and the army 
emerged victourios in its battle against global terrorism.
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Fig.100: Nahr el-Bared Sequence of  Events And Urban Patterns
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In 1947 a UN Decision resulted in the division of  the Palestinian 
territory, and its occupation by the newly formed Jewish state of  Israel 
in 1948. This resulted in the displacement of  more than half  of  the 
Palestinian population into neighboring countries (Fig.101). In addition 
to their expulsion from their homes, lands, and cities, their culture was 
also eradicated, as the new state promptly demolished more than 4000 
villages of  the historic Palestinian territories.

Although Palestinians have been dispersed all over the world, a 
significant portion reside in the 50 contemporary Palestinian Camps 
near their country, waiting for the legal right of  return by UN resolution 
194. At the same time, displaced Palestinian citizens struggle to achieve 
civic rights in their host countries. As Isame’l Sheikh Hassan, architect 
and co-founder of  NBRC, describes the consequences of  the Palestinian 
space being composed by a collection of  changing territories, camps, and 
occupied zones characterized by their transitional and spatially divided 
character however they remained socially linked.

Nahr el-Bared (NBC) is a Palestinian refugee camp situated in northern 
Lebanon 16kms away from Tripoli, on the shores of  Mediterranean Sea 
and Al bared river, and is located on a main axis that connects Syria with 
northern Lebanon. It was the second most populated Palestinian refugee 
camp in Lebanon, with a population of  32.726 civilians registered with 
the United Nations Relief  and Works Agency (UNRWA), with residents 
mostly originating from villages around the Lake Huleh area in northern 
Palestine. The camp stayed under the control of  the Lebanese army 
forces until their withdrawal in 1969. NBC was overcrowded and lacked 
public spaces, due to its expansion within a limited area of  no more 
than 190.000 sq.m. Due to the density of  1.160 person per 10.000 sq.m 
Housing 22.000 refugees in 1700 buildings, many resided in an adjacent 
area next to the camp called the (New Camp) which was shared with a 
minority of  Lebanese citizens (Barakat 2013), (Fig.100).

NBC households suffered from harsh conditions due its density. 
Unbuilt open space was just 11% of  the plot, composed only of  tight 
alleys 1.5 meters wide. Buildings went up to four stories high and because 
of  the wall-to-wall and back-to-back construction that meant many 
rooms in the first and second floor had no windows, or the windows 
were closely facing other buildings. Houses were dark and damp and 
suffered from poor natural light and lack of  fresh air. 

History & Political Background

Resolution 194: The United Nations 
General Assembly adopts resolution 194 
(III), resolving that “refugees wishing to 
return to their homes and live at peace with 
their neighbors should be permitted to do 
so at the earliest practicable date, and that 
compensation should be paid for the property 
of those choosing not to return and for loss of 
or damage to property which, under principles 
of international law or equity, should be 
made good by the Governments or authorities 
responsible.”(UNRWA n.d.)

Fig.101: Map of  Palestinian Refugee Camps in 
Lebanon and the erased palestinian villages Source: 
(Ismae’l Sheikh Hassan 2009).

Fig.102: Palestinian refugees flee the 1948 Arab-
Israeli war. Photo by: Bettmann/Corbis, available 
at: https://www.city-journal.org/html/nakba-
obsession-13303.html



Before its destruction, the camp was an important commercial center 
due to its strategic location on a principle highway that connects Lebanon 
with Syria and major road that cut right through the camp where most 
retail commerce was concentrated. Additionally, having cheap business 
markets combined with the absence of  state made it a significant asset; it 
attracted people from the neighboring city of  Tripoli and other northern 
ones, as they were suffering from extremely soaring prices. Many 
Lebanese farmers used to come to the camp to sell their goods and buy 
merchandise for competitive prices. The camp took advantage of  the 
exceptions and capitalized the local context (Sheikh Hassan 2009).

In summer of  2006, Fateh al Islam, an Islamic Salafist group set a 
base near the camp. A year later, a police raid followed a bank robbery 
committed by the group in an attempt of  arrest, and which later caused 
an attack on the Lebanese army force. This consequently sparked a war by 
the Lebanese army against Fateh al Islam, leading to various urban battles 
that quickly moved to the camp, where the army extensively bombed the 
camp and its adjacent area for three months (Ramadan 2009), (Fig.104). 
This event resulted in the displacement of  around 26.000 individuals 
(5.000 families, both residents from old “official camp” and the new 
camp) as well as the destruction of  95% of  the camp along with the 
surrounding area and the UNRWA compound (Barakat 2013), (Fig.105). 
Around 17.000 residents were displaced to the camp’s adjacent area while 
around 8.000 were relocated to the Beddawi Palestinian refugee camp 
and the rest were dispersed between Tripoli and throughout Lebanon 
(UNRWA 2012).

UNRWA, is a United Nation agency 
established in 1949 to provide assistance and 
protection to Palestinian refugees in Palestine 
and neighboring countries, whose mission is 
to help Palestinian refugees achieve their full 
human development potential, pending a just 
and lasting solution to their plight. UNRWA 
services encompass education, health care, 
relief and social services, in addition to camp 
infrastructure and improvement, protection 
and microfinance. UNRWA received funding 
through a flash appeal and Emergency appeal 
in 2007 in response to NBC crisis to provide 
food, cloths, emergency schooling health 
service and psychosocial activities for NBC 
refugees. (UNRWA n.d.)

Fateh al Islam, a fundamentalist Islamic 
Salafist group formed of Islamists militants 
returning from Afghanistan and Iraq.

Fig.103: Aerial view of  the refugee camp before the 
conflict in 2007. Source: (Barakat 2013, 27)

Fig.104: Smoke rises from Nahr el-Bared Camp 
due to the heavy shelling, 2007, Photo by: Nasser 
Nasser. available at: https://khazen.org/index.
php/component/content/article?id=1489

Fig.105: 95% of  NBRC is found desytroyed. 
Source: (Barakat 2013, 27)
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In 2009, the Nahr el Bared reconstruction was facing difficulties 
due to the unstable political context in Lebanon. The main issue is the 
Refugee camp itself, the irony of  being sustained in a temporary state 
for the last 60 years. As Sheikh Hassan describes it “They seem to inherit 
complexity of  the Palestinian refugee camp issue itself  and the ironic circumstances 
under which they have been sustained in a temporary condition for the past 60 years.” 
(Sheikh Hassan 2009).

Palestinian camps got under the attention of  urban studies concerning 
spaces of  exception, exclusion and transition. Within these discourses 
and along being classified as “Camp Cities”, they turned into a symbol of  
the most widespread example of  the 20th century, “State of  exception”, 
a result of  normalizing the suspension of  law and the extreme strategies 
of  global war on terror. However, this exceptionality is not a temporary 
status but a permanent system where urban entity and national identity 
are created and transformed (Sheikh Hassan 2009).

According to Ismael, the urban form of  the Palestinian camp 
integrates ideas such as exceptionality, extremity and acceleration. 
First, Exceptionality, since any kind of  accident could happen in the 
camp, no action would be taken because the application of  law is often 
disregarded. Subsequently, destruction, erasure and exclusion are very 
dominant matters for a Palestinian refugee. Secondly, extremity in the 
sense that the human condition has been sustained permanently by a 
temporary state for the past 60 years, fostered by a condensed urban 
environment in which 120.000 inhabitants per square kilometer, from 
which only 12 % are open spaces due to the camp’s limitation. Lastly, 
acceleration refers to how the camp’s urban form changed so rapidly 
during those past 60 years (Sheikh Hassan 2009).

What characterizes the socio-spatial context of  a Palestinian camp is 
its spontaneous/organic form established by the refugees themselves. 
Following the footprints of  the first established tents in the camp 
(Fig.107), its form was forged and transformed under social and political 
circumstances. One of  the circumstances is the attempt and desire of  
returning into Palestine; but, on the other hand there is the question 
of  the refugee resettlement outside Palestine inside an alien political 
entity, and the system of  camps in the 40’s was based on scattered village 
communities. The urbanization was a result of  the 60’s, 70’s liberation 
movement that made the refugee camps as its center. Therefore, NBC’s 
reconstruction is in a new transformation phase (Sheikh Hassan 2009).

Lebanon Political crisis: On July 12, 2006 
the Israel-Hezbollah War commenced, severe 
airstrikes and bombardment led to hundreds 
of deaths, thousands of injuries, and around 
1 million citizens displaced. It destabilized 
the country’s economy and tourism fueled 
industry, and severely damaged southern 
Lebanon’s and southern Beirut’s main 
infrastructure. It also led to a political crisis 
specifically after the assassination of former 
prime minister Rafic Hariri along other key 
figures.

War on terror or war on terrorism was 
a military campaign launched by Bush 
administration after 9/11 terrorist attack 
which began by America war in Afghanistan 
against Al-Qaida. Later the term became 
prominent in political discourses when 
addressing governments struggle against 
terrorism. (washingtonpost.com 2001)

Urban Fabric Intertwined with Social 
Configuration.

Fig.106: Aerial view of  the refugee camp after the 
conflict in 2007. Source: (Barakat 2013, 27)

Fig.107: Nahr el Bared camp, 1952. UNRWA 
Photo available at: http://www.platform-ad.com/
ngg_tag/nahr-el-bared/



Fig.108: Interior view of  the alleys of  
the first constructed package. (two images 
on the right) Source: (Barakat 2013, 65, 
76)

Fig.109: Paronamic view of  the first 
constructed package. Source: (Barakat 
2013, 65, 66)

Fig.110: Reamians of  detroyed building 
behind a newly constructed one. Source: 
(Barakat 2013, 77)
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Reconstruction Challenges & Details

Planning practices were never applied on camps outside of  the 
emergency perspective that undertook these camps as temporary 
settlements. As such, the urban form of  the camp was generated by the 
refugees themselves, and in the sequence of  the 2006 events, refugees 
were apprehensive of  the state’s new vision for a new camp’s construction 
that didn’t imply consulting the community. Consequently, the refugees 
held a demonstration in order to demand their return to the camp despite 
the ongoing war, in response, Lebanese security forces opened fire, 
which unfortunately caused two deaths and stopped the demonstration. 
This event kept the community longing to return to the camp that led 
to a local grassroots initiative to form the Nahr el-Bared Reconstruction 
Commission for Civil Action and Studies (NBRC), which consequently 
began to prepare a counter vision for reconstruction.

During destruction, a community consultation and consensus building 
process began working on principles generated by the community; first, 
reconstruction of  NBC should be intended as a camp not as a city. 
Secondly, preservation of  the original social fabric and neighborhoods 
location, should be followed. And lastly the preservation of  extended 
family building typology. A process that required extensive mapping 
and documentation in order to understand the families’ locations, socio 
economic data, the current location of  displaced people, and support 
the new urban structure and architectural layout of  the 170 buildings 
that formed the camp’s fabric (Barakat 2013; Sheikh Hassan 2009).

Upon the end of  the war, the UNRWA’s Camp Improvement 
Program/Unite assumed responsibility to document, plan, design and 
negotiate the reconstruction of  the camp, which the NBRC was already 
in process. UNRWA partnered with NBRC to include community 
participation and in 2008 both signed a Memorandum Understanding 
(MoU) that provided a framework plan (Barakat 2013). Subsequently, 
both organizations effected a nine-month process of  recording and 
mapping the spatial configuration of  the layout before its destruction 
based on a map that identified block sizes, produced by UNRWA before 
2007 war. This process was carried through family interviews, community 
workshops, property surveys, and desk studies (Sheikh Hassan 2009), 
(Fig.111).

Nahr el-Bared Reconstruction Commission 
for Civil Action and Studies (NBRC) was 
formed, composed of activists and volunteers 
from the camp that thought it is very essential 
for the reconstruction of the camp to reflect 
its social, cultural, economic system and its 
dynamics. Most of the work was done during 
the war, while UNRWA and other agencies 
were focusing with relief work and emergency 
programs (Barakat 2013).

Fig.111: The two images above shows the 
participatory mechanisms included individual family 
consultations, workshops and open days.Source: 
(Barakat 2013, 28) 

Fig.112: Temporary housing at the old in Nahr 
Al Bared refugee camp, 2017, David Enders / 
The National. Photo available at: https://www.
thenational.ae/world/mena/ten-years-on-lebanon-s-
nahr-al-bared-camp-still-not-fully-rebuilt-1.626234
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Fig.113: The urban Pattern of  Nahr el-Bared Camp before and after reconstrucion. 



Fig.114: Two elevations of  the 
reconstruction project of  Nahr el-Bared. 
Showing topograpghy next to the sea 
(above). Source: (Barakat 2013, 29)

Fig.115: Proposed plans of  NBRC, 
1st floor, 2ed flor, 3ed floor, 4th floor (order 
right to left). Source: (Barakat 2013, 
59-62)

Fig.116: The 2nd package before and 
after the reconstruction, with circulation 
plan and public spaces. Source: (Barakat 
2013, 29)



This is considered a major leap from the UNRWA’s work as a provision 
of  relief, social services and limited shelter improvements. Meanwhile, 
many civil campaigns were launched to place pressure on Lebanon’s 
representatives in order to approve the community’s vision of  the camp 
and prevent its militarization, an aspect that delayed the reconstruction 
process for around three years (Sheikh Hassan 2009).

The UNRWA followed some general objectives that were based upon 
the NBRC reconstruction guidelines (Barakat 2013);

•	 Reconstructing both NBC and UNRWA compound in its 
original locations.

•	 Reconstructing both residential and non-residential units in the 
same neighborhood, as before, although with improvements to 
public space and infrastructure.

•	 Improving households lighting and ventilation.
•	 Re-housing all refugees from the camp prior to its destruction 

in 2007.
Before the destruction of  the camp, its spatial configuration was so 

dense that its community was living in precarious conditions (Fig.117). 
Reconstruction efforts faced the challenge of  rebuilding on the same 
limited area, housing the same population but in better conditions, while 
preserving the previous socio-spatial fabric. The NBC plot land is just 
196.303 sqm, the challenge was to construct 1.700 individual buildings 
(5.223 homes), that housed 22.000 refugees and 1.696 commercial units, 
without trespassing the perimeter set by the Lebanese government while 
obtaining more open space in order to improve day light and ventilation 
conditions (Barakat 2013).

In order to achieve these improvements, the buildings’ footprint 
needed to be smaller to enlarge public space. A condition achieved by 
deducting land from 1700 buildings and adding them to public space but 
preserving the total built area by increasing number of  floors. Around 
23% was deducted from the pre-destruction layout which resulted a total 
ground floor built area of  118.697 sqm (Barakat 2013). 

Public space did increase to 35% of  the total plot area, allowing the 
introduction of  different types of  open spaces such as pockets and 
plazas and by widening main pedestrian’ streets (Fig.118), while still 
preserving the small alleys pattern found before. The old urban blocks 
were combined together to form new bigger ones surrounded by 4.2 

 Materials
The primary materials used are:
• Crushed and compacted rock aggregate 

(for backfilling);
• Reinforced concrete.
• Steel beams.
• Cement blocks
• Concrete slabs.
• Bitumen (roofing).
• Local granite to pave staircases.
• Ceramic tiles for kitchens and 

bathrooms.

Fig.117: Narrow alleyway in Burj Barajneh 
refugee camp demonstrats the density of  refugee 
camps, Lebanon / Ismail Sheikh Hassan. Photo 
availabe at: https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/
press-releases/space-time-dignity-rights-improving-
palestine-refugee-camps

Fig.118: a view of  the pockets created in the newly 
constructed package. Source: (Barakat 2013, 32) 
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m wide pedestrian streets. Old alleys were retained within the new big 
blocks and complemented by scattered open spaces called Pockets 
placed at right angles inside the blocks. These pockets allowed light to 
enter to almost every room, improved ventilation, and created a semi-
public space for two or three houses. Plazas were placed along the main 
axis and in front of  public buildings which created public open spaces 
for the neighborhoods (Sheikh Hassan 2009)(Fig.113).

Since the camp was a commercial hub, souks and commercial roads 
were given a larger urban profile similar to the main axes. The road was 
widened to 12 meters for heavy traffic, and parallel streets were given 6 
meters which would facilitate free movement for shoppers and suppliers. 
The narrow alleys profile was preserved and memorialized through the 
new street paving. Simultaneously, the option of  re-creating terraces on 
rooftops preserved the social habit of  this dense environment to use 
these spaces as extensions of  the house for family gatherings, children to 
play, and even to hold ceremonies (Fig.114, Fig.115, Fig.116). 

Construction was carried out using traditional low technology methods 
in order to create job opportunities for refugees since the camp’s economy 
was severely affected and unemployment rate was high. The UNRWA’s 
target was to link socio-economic recovery with reconstruction, and 
until 2013, around 80% of  the laborers involved in the reconstruction 
were Palestinians from the NBC community. Although opting for low 
construction technology would mean the absence of  isolation materials 
and central heating systems, the architecture itself  helped in obtaining 
moderate temperatures, both in summer and winter, by designing the 
pockets, preserving small alleys within blocks, and building with double 
brick walls creating natural insolation (Barakat 2013).

The Infrastructure of  NBC before its destruction was in poor 
condition; it lacked storm water drainage and adequate water supply, 
and suffered from poor electricity and communication connections. 
Reconstructing the infrastructure was vital for the project specially for 
including it in the early phases in parallel with the first packages. The 
camp’s reconstruction was divided into 8 geographical areas “packages” 
to be built in phases (Fig.119). This allowed the rapid relocation of  
refugees and ensured them of  the intentions of  the UNRWA and 
Lebanese government in the reconstruction. It also reduced the 
UNRWA’s costs of  rental support of  displaced refugees (Barakat 2013). 

NBC Overview (as of Oct 2016) (“Germany 
Provides EUR 18 Million to Support 
Reconstruction of Nahr El-Bared Camp and 
Displaced Palestine Refugees from Syria in 
Lebanon | UNRWA” 2016)

• Cost of NBC Reconstruction: $ 345 
million

• Amount Received to date: $ 239.4 million 
(69%)

• No. residents displaced from NBC: 6,164 
families (28,672 residents)

• No. residents to be accommodated in 
NBC:4,939 families (20,878 residents)

• No. residents returned to October 
2016:2,193 families (8,858 residents) 
44.5%

• No. residents remaining displaced 
October 2016: 2,746 families (12,020 
residents) 55.5%

• No. residents to return to blocks under 
construction:477 families (2,224 
residents) 

• No. residents to return with recently 
announced donations:692 families 
(2,854 residents) 

• Total no. residents to return by 2019: 
3,362 families (13,936 residents) 68%

• No. residents displaced if no more 
funding: 1,577 families (6,942 residents) 
32%

Fig.119: NBC package distrucbutions, (Barakat 
2013, 58). 



Various international donors contributed to the NBC’s reconstruction, 
funds were channeled through a Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) 
administrated by the World Bank (UNRWA 2008). Major donors to the 
project were USA, Saudi Arabia (Saudi Fund for Development (SFD), 
European Union, Spain (MDTF) and OPEC Fund for International 
Development (OFID) (Barakat 2013). Total contributions by all donors 
in 2011 reached 171.154.001 USD; in 2016, 69% of  the total cost ($ 345 
million) was received. To that date, almost half  of  displaced families have 
returned to their homes, and according to UNRWA current funding, the 
return of  70% of  population is expected by 2019.(“Germany Provides 
Funds, UNRWA” 2016)

In conclusion, the forcibly deported Palestinians of  NBRC were 
subjugated to even further degradation, as their camp was a victim of  
urbicide due to reasons unrelated to their cause. The justification of  the 
Lebanese army was to eradicate the urban form that hosts a terrorist 
group. However, they destroyed homes and assets accumulated through 
the past 60 years by the refugee population living in exile, it destroyed 
a spatial form that embodied social practices and values, as well as 
abolishing identities, memories, meanings, and hopes of  a stable future, 
setting back an already marginalized community to the same state of  
when they arrived.

The efforts held by NBRC commission towards remapping the camp, 
relying upon the memories of  the community through its mobilization 
and participation, have shaped a unique and a powerful reconstruction 
plan that preserved the social characteristics and their reverberation 
upon the physical form. It revived the memory of  the destroyed camp 
in a sustainable manner which was more adapted to the citizenry’s needs, 
thus, a new identity was forged out of  the remnants of  destruction and 
trauma. In other words, and as Ismael described from what has been 
excavated from the previous destroyed form of  Nahr-el Bared, the 
action is taken upon, not through remains of  physical materials, but 
actually from the work upon social relations and locations, the sense of  
community, recalling their original Palestinian villages and maintaining 
their identity as a society in a temporary refugee camp. 

Fig.121: Alleyways in the old camp of  Nahr el-
Bared. Source: (Ismae’l Sheikh Hassan 2009, 20)

Fig.120: Alleyways in the old camp of  Nahr el-
Bared. Source: (Ismae’l Sheikh Hassan 2009, 20)
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“The reconstruction of  any completely destroyed urban fabric is the creation of  
its first physical layer of  form and meaning- the canvas upon with the future layers, 
meaning and forms will appear. The challenge is to embed within the first layer the 
strategic and essential values extracted from the destroyed context.”(Sheikh Hassan 
2009). 

Therefore, NBRC could be considered a successful attempt at post 
traumatic treatment of  a displaced populace and through studying 
the methods used in this case, much can be learned and applied when 
attempting such a reconstruction strategy on a larger scale such as the 
proposed project.





Fig.122: A Palestinian woman hangs laundry at her home in front of  destroyed buildings in the devastated Nahr al-Bared Reugee camp in north 
Lebanon, 07 January 2008. (AFP - Ramzi Haidar)

“I don’t decide to represent anything except myself. But that self is full of collective memory.”
          Mahmoud Darwish





SAMPLE AREA

part 5





Fig.123: Soldiers in Jobar at iftar, the meal to break the fast during Ramadan. Photo by: Mohammed Badra



Jobar was selected as the sample area to be studied in this research 
for the its peculiar location, urban configuration, and its situation during 
the war. Being situated between the city and the rural periphery, where 
its social composition is characterized by its closed community that 
identifies itself  being rural despite being inside Damascus governorate 
and very close to the city center. For this reason, during the conflict, 
Jobar is considered an important battlefront between the rebels and the 
regime, in which it suffered immense physical destruction and is found 
almost empty of  its inhabitants. Thus the following part will explore the 
socio-urban configuration of  the chosen sample area in order to reach a 
set of  recommendation and a possibility of  a restart that is not exclusive 
and could be applied to other cases around Syria.
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Rural Damascus is an independent governorate since the 1970s that 
consists of  the eastern and southern Ghouta. The area extends directly 
to the border with Jordan and Iraq to the east and Lebanon to the west 
and north-west, being located between the Homs province, to the east, 
and Dar’aa, to the south. It was the second governorate to join the revolt 
against the regime a few weeks after the first demonstration in Dar’aa. 

It is considered an essential battlefront of  the Syrian conflict for 
its strategic location and its enormous influence on the capital’s daily 
life. The area has been heavily contested by both the Regime and 
rebel armed forces as the fall of  Capital means the fall of  the regime. 
The Government’s air force and artillery relentlessly and constantly 
bombarded the area. One of  the biggest and most heinous attacks 
was the chemical attack of  sarin gas on the 21st August 2013, killing 
nearly 1.500 victims. Damascus governorate was reported to be hit by 
armed groups and FSA targeting pro-government locations, at the same 
time, it was also the government itself  accusing opposition forces to be 
responsible for the attacks to create further chaos in the Syrian conflict. 
This misdirection is a prominent war tactic used by the regime to avert 
civilian support of  the rebel armed groups.

Damascus governorate was also the target of  several bombings 
and shelling. With the regime falsely accusing Rebel forces of  being 
responsible in an attempt to further sow chaos and garner support 
among the populace. This prominent tactic was used several times by 
the regime in order to avert civilian support of  the rebels.

The situation in rural Damascus is in constant deterioration. According 
to Siege Watch’s latest report on besieged areas (February -April 2017), 
there are at least 22 communities in the Eastern Ghouta area of  Rural 
Damascus governorate besieged by pro-government forces. The sieging 
has stopped in many areas and communities were forced to evacuate to 
other areas, mainly to the northern Syria (Fig.127). After seven years of  
conflict, infrastructure and services are destroyed or have suffered from 
severe damage (Fig.124). The region suffers from lack of  health care 
facilities and medical supplies, once field hospitals and mobile clinics 
are main targets for Regime’s attacks. In addition, the local population 
faces a lack of  food problem due to significant losses in local agriculture 
workers and infrastructures, which was the main production area of  
rural Damascus.  

Overview of  Rural Damascus 

Fig.124: A boy uses a public hand-pump to 
collect water from a well, Douma, besieged Eastern 
al-Ghouta, Syria, 2017. Mohammed Badra 
available at: http://www.news4europe.eu/6350_
world/4903067_life-in-eastern-al-ghouta-besieged-
by-syrian-forces.html

Fig.125: Ghazwet Badr Mosque, Jobar, 2014. 
Photo available at: http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.
com/

Fig.126: Old ottoman bath, Jobar, 2018. Photo 
available at: http://jobarnews.net/2018/04/20/
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Urban Layout

The specific area targeted by this research as a sample zone is Jobar. 
A suburban area and a municipality of  Damascus governorate situated 
on the east side between Eastern Ghouta and the Capital. Jobar is one 
of  the oldest neighborhoods outside the old city walls, once home of  the 
biggest Jewish communities outside old Damascus. It was a destination 
for Jewish pilgrimage because of  the biblical prophet Eliyahu Hanabi 
Synagogue and shrine (Fig.128). Even so, the Jewish population in Jobar 
was gradually reduced and nowadays the area is inhabited mostly by 
conservative Muslim communities and a few Christian families. The area 
also houses several historic landmarks such as the Grand Jobar mosque, 
the ottoman baths, and several shrines although only the synagogue is 
listed by the Syrian department of  antiquities. 

The evolution of  the urban layout of  the area has not been surveyed, 
and its actual configuration is not publicly released or could be obtained 
from the government. However, some main changes are identifiable such 
as the western residential section, around the Abbassiyyin Square, which 
was erected during the 80’s. Also, from the observation of  aerial maps 
(since 2004) we can watch the introduction of  the western highway in 
2009. Also observed is the beginning of  the construction of  a new road 
that crosses the area vertically from the west side, with the intention of  
connecting northern and southern rural Damascus without the need of  
going into the highly congested roads of  eastern Damascus. The 2011 
aerial map of  the area, the same year the revolution started and just before 
the shelling and bombardments began, show the mix between planned, 
organized areas and random neighborhoods that evolved throughout the 
years. In addition, different building typologies were introduced as well 
as new residential patterns, although the lack of  green and public spaces 
still shows. The neighborhood has 24 educational centers, 23 mosques, 3 
health centers, a hospital and 25 private clinics. 

Jobar is considered an important portal to Damascus from Eastern 
Ghouta, playing an important economic role for the city as it includes 
numerous commercial and industrial hubs. Most important of  these 
hubs is Souq al hal (Fig.130), a fruit and vegetable market built in the 80s 
that occupies an area around 500 sqm; it contains around 750 shops that 
sell at a lower price from other markets and local stores and is one of  
the main suppliers of  fresh products for Damascus. Another important 
hub is a factory that produces traditional coats and cloaks which are 

Jobar

Fig.128: View of  the Jobar synagogue. 
Photo by: Robert Lyons / World Monument 
Fund (1995). Available at: http://
samgr ub e r s j ew i sha r tmonumen t s . b l og s p o t .
pt/2013/04/syria-fate-of-jobar-synagogues-and.
html

Fig.129: View of  Al-Asma’ie street, Jobar, 2014.
Photo available at: http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.
com/

Fig.130: Al-Hal Market, Damascus, 2017. 
Photo available at: http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.
com/
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Fig.131: Map of  Jobar.
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worn by conservative Muslim women. This factory is considered one of  
the biggest cloak manufacturers in the city and is the supplier of  such 
garments for many Arab and European countries. 

Historically, the architectural pattern of  the area was similar to the 
one that existed in the Ghouta, houses built out of  wood and mud with 
stone arc openings. Organized under a typological scheme similar to the 
one used at the old historic center, it is, however, extended horizontally 
instead of  vertically and most often accompanied by barns, baking kilns, 
and storage for agricultural products. In time, Jobar’s expansion leaned 
towards the Ghouta rather than the city due to the strong socio-cultural 
relationships with the adjacent rural areas based on common grounds of  
religious beliefs, sectarian values, heritage, and traditions. In addition to 
the shared trades between its citizens and those of  the surrounding areas 
like carpentry, construction crafts, and agriculture. The rural identity 
of  Jobar was maintained even after being added to the administrative 
boundaries of  the capital in 1986.

In 1968, the plan designed by Michel Echochard saw the area as a 
mere extension of  the Damascus since it occupies a 2 km area adjacent 
to almost the entire eastern part of  the city. As such, its implementation 
process resulted into mono-zoning, treating several local features under 
the same consideration. The plan did not differentiate between land uses 
and typologies between neighborhoods (most prominent of  which are 
the Bustans area in the east, the Valley area in the south and the central 
area where the village used to be). It didn’t take into consideration any 
sort of  identity of  the place nor it was sensitive to pre-existing buildings. 
Even the Ghouta was treated as an empty land suitable for the concrete 
expansion and neglected the need of  farmers for suitable workshops, 
stores, and storage areas. 

In 1979, resolution No.60 was issued with intention of  rehabilitating 
urbanization and the construction of  the market. However, all 
construction plans were halted and Jobar became a hybrid urban pattern. 
From 1979 until 2000 the area was left with no urban legislations, the 
once rural scene was invaded by popular architecture and housing blocks 
intersected with some mud houses that survived previous urban plans 
and resolutions. The streets were confused between the old traditional 
allies and the new geometrical grids. 

Fig.132: View from Jobar that shows different 
building form, 2014. Photo available at: http://
lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Fig.133: View from Jobar that shows different 
building form, 2012. Photo available at: http://
lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Fig.134: View from Jobar that shows different 
building form, 2014.Photo available at: http://
lensdimashqi.tumblr.com/

Fig.135: Arial view of  the sample area in Jobar, 
before and after the conflict. 2011-2017. google maps



Between 2000 and 2010, new urban legislations were issued to modify 
resolution No.60 and what was left of  the remaining old urban fabric was 
replaced by four story buildings that would supposedly solve housing 
problems and even increase occupancy. However, it only affected the 
old constructions as many of  them were abandoned because their 
inhabitants felt exposed, losing their privacy, and under the constant 
scrutiny of  the new housing blocks inhabitants. These urbanization 
transformations also changed the economic vocation of  the area and its 
population once craft and market occupations were taken over by real 
estate trade, and the opening of  the two highways that separated the area 
from both the city and the Ghouta caused the loss of  many agricultural 
lands. In addition, the urban spaces lacked many services resulting from 
waiting for infrastructure to be completed. The constant disregard by the 
officials and their haphazard responses and measures to treat the area’s 
problems served only to further deteriorate the conditions of  Jobar. 
both socially and physically, and only added to the mounting displeasure 
of  its inhabitants. 

In early 2011, when demonstrations against the regime began in Jobar, 
the citizens main demands were for better services, urgency to issue a 
plan for the area, lack of  pedestrian sidewalks, and the most surprising 
of  them all is more care for the small public parks in the area. Tragically 
however, after 7 years of  conflict, The Grand Jobar mosque (Fig.140), 
ottoman baths (Fig.126), and the Eliyahu synagogue (Fig.139) are now 
destroyed, laying among the ruins of  Jobar neighborhood where 90% of  
its buildings are reported as destroyed and damaged, according to Jobar 
news network and to observation of  the latest aerial map in comparison 
with the 2011 map (Fig.145). 

Fig.136: Abbani Mosque, Jobar, 2017. Photo 
available at: http://jobarnews.net/2018/04/20/

Fig.137: Asma’i Street, Jobar, Damascus, 2016. 
Photo available at: http://lensdimashqi.tumblr.
com/

Fig.138: Drone footage over Jobar, shot by a 
VGTRK team. 2015. Photo available at: http://
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3281647/
Dramatic-drone-footage-shows-Syrian-forces-
attacking-rebels.html

Fig.139: Jobar synagogue. Photo available at: 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/exclusive-pictures-
syrias-oldest-synagogue-destroyed-by-assad

Fig.140: The Grand Jobar mosque. Photo available 
at: http://jobarnews.net/2017/05/10
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Urban Resiliance

Jobar’s pre-conflict population reached 300.000 civilians, most of  
whom worked in commerce and industry. During the war, this population 
lost 2500 martyrs with more than 500 people imprisoned. After 7 years, 
few families remain in the neighborhood alongside rebels and fighting 
groups that have fought to hold the area since the beginning of  the 
armed conflict.

Being situated on a 2 kilometer area close to the center of  the capital, 
its proximity to a major square Abbassiyyin, borders from the east the 
Eastern Ghouta separated by a main highway (Almotahalik Aljanobi) 
made Jobar a strategic area during the conflict. A fact not lost on the 
Regime, whose forces constantly subjected it to shelling, barrel bombs, 
airstrikes, and siege an attempt to take it over.

“War of  moles and hornets”, a phrase used by a Syrian businessman in 
describing the war in Syria (Sammy Ketz 2013), the hornets refer to aerial 
bombardment by the Syrian Army and moles referring to the tunnels 
constructed by the armed groups. The Syrian army’s aerial superiority 
and intentional destruction of  the urban landscape have pushed life 
to go below ground. Several reports talk about how the conflict was 
transferred to the underground by constructing tunnels that spread all 
over Syria (Sweid 2014; Lucas Winter 2014). Many even hold operating 
rooms and schools as they have been constantly targeted on the surface. 

In the Jobar context, according to armed groups, the vast network of  
tunnels that they constructed allows them to move freely underground, 
transporting food and supplies, and is essential in holding the area. 
A documentary directed by director Maher Jamous (Jamous, 2017) 
talks about the tunnels and their importance during the fight and for 
the populace. They explain how they are constructing a wider tunnel 
that could accommodate cars, especially ambulances to facilitate 
transportation of  the wounded while avoiding the bombardments above 
the ground.

Fig.141: Tunnel of  (4m wide, 6m hight)
links between Erbin and Misraba, Eastern 
Ghouta, Damascus. Photo avaialable at: https://
syrianownews.com/index.php?d=7&id=186916

Fig.142: An opposition forces member breaks 
through in a tunnel, Eastern Ghouta, Damascus, 
2017. Photo by: Ammar al Bushy, available 
at: https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/the-
business-of-smuggling-supplies-in-besieged-eastern-
ghouta_us_590a4887e4b0bb2d0874fd24

Fig.143: A Syrian army soldier makes his 
way in a tunnel reportedly previously used 
by rebel fighters in Jobar, Eastern Ghouta, 
Damascus, 2014. Photo available at: https://
www.gettyimages.com.au/detail/news-photo/
syrian-army-soldier-makes-his-way-in-a-tunnel-
reportedly-news-photo/495311029#syrian-army-
soldier-makes-his-way-in-a-tunnel-reportedly-
previously-picture-id495311029

Fig.144: A young man walks through a tunnel 
used for military operations in Daraya, Damascus 
countryside. Photo available at: http://lensdimashqi.
tumblr.com/
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In the Syrian conflict reconstructions plans, strategies, and projects 
have already begun concerning various cities around the country, 
especially in Aleppo and Homs. In 2016, a conference discussion titled 
as “Urbicide Syria” that was held at the University of  IUAV of  Venice, 
released a list of  recommendation in a document called “Venice charter 
on Reconstruction” whose model was based on The Venice Charter of  
1964 concerning heritage conservation and restoration of  monuments 
and sites. The intention brought here is to merge the recommendations 
listed in the 2016 document with the conclusions drawn from the ideas 
and the reconstructions methods followed in both cases of  Sarajevo and 
Nahr el-Bared, analyzed in this research. 

In order to be taken as a guideline, not only applicable to the intended 
sample area but also to be considered in other similar scenarios, the 
established recommendations reflect the holistic approach that needs to 
be considered in post-war reconstruction context. As such it can be used 
as a milestone, although open to a dynamic and continuous review, for 
the vision of  a future restart of  Jobar. 

Addressing post war strategies must be framed in a broader aspect 
with a generalized objective to obtain a sustainable development in all 
levels of  human organization. Combining between multi and trans-
disciplinary professionals, relief  agencies, international organizations, 
and governmental institutions in order to face and manage the complex 
components of  the process such as the risks and probabilities that 
emerges accordingly to each case. Aiming for setting general guidelines 
and local solutions while dividing them between the long-term and short-
term objectives that help in restoring peace in a troubled environment 
and a worn out society.

The reconstruction process must be able to adapt to future changes 
and circumstances, although the main long-term objective is the aim for 
a high quality of  life for the community based on principles of  social 
cohesion and wise use of  resources. In this sense, the process must be 
an open strategic plan where it aims to improve pre-conflict conditions 
by defining weak and vulnerable factors. In addition to encouraging the 
search for ecological and sustainable construction aspects found in local 
culture, habits, and daily activities coupled with themes of  alternative 
energy production, water management, and adaptation to climate 
change, which are the keys for future development. At the same time, 
the process needs to contribute in the revival of  the economic and social 

QUALITY OF LIFE

SOCIAL COHESION 

WISE USE OF RESOURCES

SUSTAINABLE  CONSTRUCTION 

CULTURE 

HABITS 



sustainability. Through infrastructural reconstruction and rehabilitation 
of  services such as health and education services, water, sanitation and 
irrigation systems, roads and telecommunications facilities in addition to 
power generation facilities and market places, as they form a necessary 
base for urban reconstruction and are the motors of  economic revival 
and development. In addition to the removal, reuse or recycle of  debris 
and materials left by the war by supporting and financing the installation 
of  transformation facilities that allows the use of  the leftovers as 
raw materials which in return would minimize transports during the 
emergency period, and would be able to empower inhabitants during the 
first phase of  the reconstruction.

If  postwar reconstruction is a chance to construct a sustainable 
urban development, then it must face the obstacle of  land ownership 
since the loss of  property rights is a main casualty of  war. Drawing 
from the Sarajevo case, property restitution was poorly executed, filled 
with ethnical divisions and political impositions that halted the process 
of  returning refugees and displaced citizens. Therefore, the Venice 
charter recommends the protection of  property rights being preserved 
by specific international legislation that would guarantee the return of  
refugees and the displaced. Where the process could be driven by the 
community and not by individual owners, modifying it from a land hold 
system to a landless one. In addition, instead of  allocating financial aid to 
big companies it could be allocated to small groups through a bottom up 
approach that would help to return the public space back to community.

The reconstruction process is also an opportunity for an unexpected 
improvement of  cities and urban textures. Aiming towards the 
enhancement and enlargement of  urban density that would achieve 
a rich urban quality with maximized energy efficiency and minimized 
waste, through the evaluation of  the existent urban texture and the 
assessment of  the damage and destruction level left by the conflict. In 
addition, the search for new centralities and the development of  public 
spaces adapted to contemporary needs would help in enlarging the urban 
density that would prevent land consumption and would improve quality 
of  life in the future.

The Venice charter calls architects to find social conscious practices 
to be included into an adaptive modifiable reconstruction plan. 
Rather than forcing a fixed plan, the reconstruction process could be 
done through micro interventions and bottom-up approaches, where 
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the community is the protagonist, under a general agenda for future 
development. Therefore, it would help in avoiding impositions of  culture 
and radical modernization agendas in addition to maximum flexibility 
and adaptability to future changes, allowing continuous testing results 
of  the process.

On one hand, looking at post-war Sarajevo, although being universally 
a positive outcome in terms of  physical reconstruction, however, the 
top down approach and the punctual reconstruction projects of  foreign 
backers has deformed the collective memory and ruptured the urban 
characteristics and social habits. While on the other hand, in the case of  
Nahr el-Bared, the integration of  the community in the process, civilian 
participation, was an effective tool that have helped healing the trauma 
of  the community. It created a powerful plan that preserved social 
characteristics, improved the pre-urbicide state of  the camp, and have 
maintained their identity as a society in a temporary refugee camp.

In the end, attention must be paid to the fact that each case is unique 
and needs to be addressed in a fully comprehensive matter where factors 
such as history and culture, historic centers and monumental buildings, 
social fabric and its dynamics, and configuration of  urban texture are 
important and to be taken into consideration in the reconstruction 
process. These factors form a part of  the identity of  the place, and 
in return, to the collective identity, in addition to the individual and 
collective memory of  the affected community. Although, the affected 
community is suffering of  traumatic event, however, drawing from the 
analysis of  the concept, understanding trauma could play a major role 
in reshaping the future of  the affected population. Thus it is important 
to find a balance between conservation and aspiration, between memory 
and identity and the newly, creative spaces, functions, and unexpected 
uses of  the future.
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RESTART

part 7

“Look at what lies at your feet!... a crack in the ground, sparkling gravel, a tuft of grass, some 
crushed debris offer equally worthy subjects for your applause and admiration.” 
       Jean Dubuffet, Painter
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After looking through Jobar’s urban pattern, we found that this sample 
area constitutes a case of  a hybrid city that was exhausted from mixed 
legislations and lack of  attention for its socio-urban fabric. Dragged 
between its rural identity and popular architecture, that unsustainably 
changed its socio-urban space into an incohesive tangle of  unfinished 
projects and a confused identity. After seven years of  conflict Jobar is 
almost completely abandoned by its people and most of  its physical 
structure is found destroyed or damaged. 

The reconstruction approach for Jobar, based upon the establishment 
and articulation of  basic recommendations to the process of  design 
and community involvement, and whose principles, seem to us, able 
to be replicable in other places under the same circumstance, focusing 
on the memory and identity of  the place. Although we must take into 
consideration that the purpose is not to imitate the pre-urbicide urban 
scape but rather to understand its previous composition and relations (the 
built form, its community, their habits and social activities) as foundations 
at the very basis of  the planning and design process. A process not based 
upon form, or blind imposition of  alien models, but rather rooted on 
previous social and spatial dynamics, gathering the understanding of  the 
urban complexity whether at a public, private, residential, commercial, 
leisure, and religious level, expressing and materializing desires, demands 
and needs of  its inhabitants. A reconstruction approach that discourages 
both imitation of  a previous state of  the area, reviving the old vernacular 
architecture and bringing a total new plan that does not relate to the area. 

According to the principles proposed by the present research, 
the intended approach is not to produce a plan or outline a project/
urban pattern to Jobar’s area, but rather to fully understand the drawn 
conclusions, along with the recommendations of  the latest Venice 
Charter, as corner stones to envision a restart to Jobar. Once this 
particular area is found almost completely deserted of  its inhabitants, 
once 90% of  its physical structure is destroyed and damaged, once its 
pre-urbicide pattern evidenced a  hybrid city, some question arise: What 
new society are we targeting? What kind of  a restart could this area have? 
How could we balance between its memory and the future? How could 
we value and reclaim its identity? How could we foster its hybridity as a 
potentiality?



In the aftermath of  the conflict and while this area is under 
reconstruction process and inhabitants start coming back, attending the 
physical infrastructure and services are a priority while attending public 
and green spaces are usually set aside for later development as they are 
often considered things of  comfort and luxury rather than necessities. 
However, in a bottom up approach where the community does get a 
role in the future of  their urban environment, public spaces would be 
an essential part of  the reconstruction process, both physical and social. 
Places where community could gather, socialize, and discuss the future 
of  their neighborhood and area. Thus, the proposed restart will focus 
upon small interventions and minor proposals in order to provide new 
layers of  public spaces and urban connectivity while the reconstruction 
process is happening. These small interventions under a general objective 
of  a broader aspect for reconstruction allows it to be flexible, adaptable 
and even changeable for future needs.

Jobar’s urban texture was found as a hybrid one. Although being 
hybrid is not something to discard but rather an opportunity, in terms 
of  future development, concerning pre-urbicide state it forms part of  
the mental map, memory and identity of  its inhabitants. However, and 
once the lack of  organization of  the urban pattern could be taken as 
an advantage, it may in fact be the catalyzer of  improvements allowing 
the creation of  new unexpected forms and uses in terms of  public and 
semi-public spaces.

In this sense, preserving land plots, their functions and the connection 
in between helps in preserving the memory and identity both for the 
place and its inhabitants. The concept of  the restart would respect the 
previous urban plots, functions (commerce, leisure, and residential), and 
its connections whether they are alleys, roads or high ways, though with 
some changes and improvements. Since the previous state of  the area 
lacked open spaces, reducing the plot area of  the buildings and adding 
the subtracted space on a vertical extension, similarly to Nar-al-Bahed 
strategy, could provide an increase of  the free space in order to respond 
to the needs of  gathering and leisure spaces. As well as broad network 
of  public spaces amplified by better accessibility and urban referencing 
for the movement of  pedestrians.
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While studying the state of  the area during the war, a prominent urban 
feature that was created, as a form of  resilience, are the tunnels. These 
tunnels have helped both the community and fighting groups taking 
shelter and move in a safer way. The extension and the quantity of  these 
tunnels are yet unknown. Discarding this feature could result in a big loss 
for the area and it would trivialize what Jobar and its residents have faced 
for at least the last 7 years. Thus, the existence of  a subterranean layer 
could be preserved and be used in the future for pedestrians and cyclists 
where it could serve as a connection between the public spaces. Thus it 
would provide free movement to the community in their area and would 
encourage the use of  the created green and open public areas. Through 
analyzing some pictures of  the tunnels during the war, we noticed 
differences in shape, scale and lighting of  the tunnels. These differences 
do actually create a dynamic in movement and do not necessarily need to 
be modified becoming equal in shape, scale and lighting.

Finding a solution for debris, whether by removal, recycle or reuse, 
in the aftermath of  war has always been a subject of  discussion. In the 
concept of  restart, debris would form a part in the future of  the urban 
space. Over the course of  7 years some pictures have emerged where 
greenery have grown over debris and ruins of  the conflict, one of  the 
captions of  these photos were “life grows among the ruins”. Departing 
from that phrase, debris of  concrete and steel, parts of  destroyed 
buildings, could be gathered, joined and molded to form structures were 
greenery and ivy could grow on. These structures would mark and serve 
as a canopy for the entries and exits of  the subterranean level in addition 
to be used, in green and public areas, as memorial landmarks.

The destruction of  infrastructure is one of  the prominent results of  
war, thus during the war, many forms of  survival have emerged in order 
to substitute of  lack of  electricity, water and gas. One of  the substitute 
for lack of  water services were the use of  manual water pumps. Thus, 
the concept for a public space is actually based on taking a resilience 
feature from the days of  war as the case of  the manual water pump to 
play a role in the future, situated in a park beneath a canopy made of  
ruins invaded and covered by ivy, offering drinkable water and a meeting 
point for the community while building a future



Fig.147: Tunnel Entrance



Fig.148: Tunnel Section 1



Fig.149: Tunnel View 1



Fig.150: Tunnel Section 2



Fig.151: Tunnel View 2



Fig.152: Tunnel Exit



Fig.153: Public Space
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