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On curriculum epistemicides 

• (…) epistemological fascism because it is a violent 
relation of destruction or suppression of other 
knowledges […]. Epistemological fascism exists 
under the form of epistemicide, whose most 
violent form was the forced conversion and 
suppression of non-western knowledges carried 
out by European colonialism and that are still in 
place today under not always subtle forms. (Santos, 

2008, para. 36, translated from the Portuguese).  



Curriculum epistemicides as 

• … a capital crime in a society that claims social 
and cognitive justice (…) a crime against 
humanity. (Paraskeva, 2016, p. 162)  



Linguicism(s) 

• (…) ideologies and structures which are used 
to legitimate, effectuate and reproduce an 
unequal distribution of power and resources 
(both material and non-material) between 
groups which are defined on the basis of 
language (on the basis of their mother 
tongue). (Skutnabb-Kangas, 1988, p. 13).  



On epistemic colonization 

• … the official language has been imposed on 
the whole population as the only legitimate 
language that is maintained by the dominant 
curriculum forces that codify it, and the 
teachers whose task is to teach based on that 
language. (Bourdieu, 2001, cit. in Paraskeva, 2011, p. 175)  
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