38

ISSN 1822-119X
Mokytojy ugdymas. 2014. Nr. 22 (1), 38-55
Teacher Education. 2014. No. 22 (1), 3855

Manuel Jacinto SARMENTO, Natilia FERNANDES, Gabriela TREVISAN

Minho universitetas ® University of Minho, Institute of Education

Minho universiteto Svietimo instituto Vaikystés
studijy centras (CIEC)

Paulos Frassinetti aukstoji mokykla (ESEPF)
Paulos Frassinetti tyrimy centras (CIPAF)
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PORTUGALIJOJE IR
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Anotacija

Ivykiai ,,pasaulinéje ekonomikoje” pavei-
ké ir portugaly vaiky gyvenima, todél aktualu
tampa aiskintis, kaip $i visuotiné kulttira (ideo-
logija) formuoja portugaly vaikystés fenomeno-
logija ir kokios yra konkrecios minétos kulttiros
(ideologijos) pasekmés. Mat svarbu kalbéti ne
tik, kas formuoja vaikyste, kaip vaikai jg iSgy-
vena, bet ir kaip politinés-ekonominés salygos
veikia vaiky gyvenima ir vaikyste apskritai,
kartu aptariant vieSyjy politiniy programy po-
veik] visuomenei.

Straipsnio tikslas — apra8yti, kaip Portuga-
lijos ekonominé krizé, turéjusi didesnj ar ma-
zesnj poveikj visiems $ios Salies bendruomenés
nariams, paveiké vaikus, paskatino diskrimina-
cija vaikystéje ir sumazino vaiky galimybes.

Prasminiai Zodziai: vaikystés sociologija,
ekonominé krizé, vaiky pilietybé.

Ivadas

2008 m. Europa sukrétusi ekonominé ir po-
litiné krizé ypac skaudziai paveiké ekonomis-
kai pazeidziamiausig zemyno dalj — piety regi-
onus. Labai iSaugus skoloms, daugumai Piety
Europos valstybiy — Portugalijai, Ispanijai,
Graikijai, Italijai — ir netgi Airijai reikéjo prasy-
ti Europos Sajungos ir DaugiasSaliy investicijy
fondo pagalbos. Kiekviena $iy Saliy patyré eko-
nominiy sunkumy, sumazinusiy valstybés 1éSas
ir lémusiy didesnius mokescius dirbantiesiems.
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THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

IN PORTUGAL AND
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS TO NON-
DISCRIMINATION

Annotation

The consequences that arose from the ‘glo-
bal economy’ have been significant in Portuguese
children’s lives and we believe it is fundamental
to reflect on the ongoing structuring of childhood
through this global culture/ideology and the con-
crete implications that they have. It is also impor-
tant to understand how childhood is constructed
and experienced, as well as to consider the impacts
of political economic conditions on children’s lives
and in childhood in general, taking into account the
effects brought on by public policies.

The aim of this paper is to reflect on the ways
through which the economic crisis affecting the
general Portuguese population has impacted chil-
dren in particular and promoted discrimination and
a lack of opportunities in childhood.

We will focus on two dimensions: first, on gen-
eral data about the ongoing policies that have been
reducing social rights, increasing poverty rates and
threatening basic rights such as educational and
health rights, to show their impact on children’s
lives. Second, we will discuss some data collected
with children throughout different research projects
in order to characterize the meanings and impacts
of the crisis in their lives from their points of view

Keywords: sociology of childhood, economic
crisis, children’s citizenship.
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Siekdamos jveikti Siuos sunkumus ir sumazinti
valstybés skolas bei paskatinti ekonominj augi-
ma, vyriausybés ryzosi jvairioms struktiirinéms
reformoms, dél kuriy, deja, mazéjo algos (tai
apribojo Seimos nariy galimybes pirkti), didéjo
mokesciai ir buvo apribotos socialinés iSmokos
(teko sumazinti netgi specialiasias iSmokas Sei-
moms).

Kadangi visa portugaly bendruomeng su-
krétusi ekonominé krizé neaplenké ir Salies
vaiky gyvenimo, svarbu aptarti, kaip §i visuoti-
né kultira (ideologija) formuoja portugaly vai-
kystés fenomenologija ir kokios yra konkrecios
minétos kultiiros (ideologijos) pasekmés. Siam
tikslui jgyvendinti pasitelkti du tyrimo aspektai.
Pirmiausiai, siekiant parodyti valdzios vykdo-
mos politikos poveikj vaikams, pateikiama ben-
dro pobudzio informacija apie tebevykdoma
politika, kuri ir $iomis dienomis riboja sociali-
nes zmoniy teises, didina skurda ir kelia grésme
pagrindinéms zmoniy teiséms — teisei j Svietima
ir teisei | sveikatg. Antrojoje darbo dalyje ais-
kinamasi, kaip patys vaikai suvokia ekonoming
krizg ir iSgyvena jos padarinius.

Vaikystés sociologija ir vaikystés jvairové

,,Kol kas dar niekas i§samiai neiSanalizavo
naujos, sociologinés, vaikystés paradigmos, to-
dél tai toliau iSlieka pagrindine Sios srities moks-
lininky uzduotimi* (Prout and James, 1990, p.
2-3). Nors nuo Sios pastabos iSsakymo praéjo
daug laiko, kai kurie klausimai islicka aktualis.
Tai liudija Europos Salyse augantis vaiky studi-
ju centry bei vaikystés studijy srities moksliniy
laipsniy siekianciyjy skaicius, stipréjantis ben-
dradarbiavimas su Tarptautinés sociology aso-
ciacijos (angl. ISA — International Sociological
Association) Vaiky sociologijos tyrimy komite-
tu bei Tarptautinés pranctizy sociology asociaci-
jos (pranc. AISLF — Association Internationale
des Sociologues de Langue Frangaise) Vaiky
sociologijos tyrimy komitetu, organizuojamos
konferencijos ir seminarai vaiky sociologijos
klausimais ir t. t.!

! Cia galima paminéti ir kitus vaiky studijy centrus, pavyzdziui:
vaiky studijy centrai Jungtinés Karalystés universitetuose, kur
didziulg jtaka, be daugelio kity tyréjy, turi Alan Prout, Chris Jenks,
Pia Christensen, Allison James ir Virginia Morrow; pranctizy tyr-
imus, remiamus Tarptautinés pranciizy sociology asociacijos, akty-
viai vykdo Régine Sirota, Eric Plaisance, Patrick Rayou, Julie De-
lalande ir kt. Negalima nepaminéti ir Jens Qvortrup — Tarptautinés
sociology asociacijos vaiky sociologijos tyrimy komiteto nario.
Portugaly tyrimuose pasizymi Vaiky studijy institutas ir Manuel
Sarmento, kuris kartu su savo kolegomis Natalia Fernandes ir Cata-
rina Tomas gavo pirmajj vaikystés sociologijos magistro laipsnj.

Ekonomikos krizé Portugalijoje ir vaiky teisés j nediskriminavima

Introduction

Over the last 5 years (since 2008), Europe has
been under an economical and financial crisis that
has hit particularly the more vulnerable economies,
namely ones from the South. Facing major debt
scenarios, most of the Southern European Coun-
tries — Portugal, Spain, Greece, Italy and Ireland —
have needed the help of the Economic Union and
the MIF. Austerity has been the recipe followed in
every country with constraints on public money and
on tax increases of the working population. Along-
side these plans, structural reforms have been an-
nounced by governments to help sustain public debt
and increase economic growth. However, these
plans are also usually accompanied by heavy salary
costs reducing households financial capacities, tax
increases, and cuts on main social benefits as well
as specific family policy benefits.

The consequences that arose from this ‘glo-
bal economy’ have been significant in Portuguese
children’s lives and we believe it is fundamental
to reflect on the ongoing structuring of childhood
through this global culture/ideology and the con-
crete implications that they have in the conditions
of children’s lives. Reflections are made on the
ways in which the economic crisis affecting the
Portuguese population in general has been affecting
children in particular. Two dimensions appear to be
particularly significant: first, the ongoing policies
that have been reducing social rights, increasing
poverty rates and threatening basic rights such as
educational and health rights, while trying to show
their impact on children’s lives; the second data
collected with children tries to characterize from
their points of view the meanings and impacts of
the crisis in their lives.

The sociology of childhood and the di-
versity of childhoods

“The task of making this emergent paradigm
explicit is far from complete and remains the
major priority for those involved in the study of
childhood” (Prout and James, 1990, p. 2-3).

Even though a long way was made ever since
this observation by Prout and James, some ques-
tions remain pertinent particularly when we analyze
the main research areas followed and challenges
faced in the present times. One clear sign of these
advances has been the growth throughout different
European countries of Research Centers in Child-
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Ne maziau svarbi vaikystés studijy prie-
zastis yra siekis sukurti teorinj pamatg naujajai
paradigmai nagrinéti. ISryskinant ankstesniy te-
orijy spragas, sickiama sukurti naujy jzvalgy ir
sukaupti daugiau ziniy apie vaikus bei vaikyste.
Teorijos kiirimas neiSvengiamai susijes ir su ty-
rimo metodologijy bei priemoniy pasirinkimu.
Etika — pagrindinis aspektas $ioje tyrimy srity-
je (Christensen and James, 2000). Kita svarbi
diskusijos tema — metodai, kai moksliné tema
tiriama dalyvaujant ir patiems vaikams, taciau
iki $iol vaikystés studijy ekspertai nesutaria dél
tokiy metody taikymo moksliniuose darbuose
(Almeida, 2009; Soares, 2007).

Dél $iy priezasciy vaikyste tyrinéti sociolo-
giniu pozitriu pradéta nuo dviejy priesybiy ana-
lizés, kuri musy dienas pasiekia i$ klasikiniy an-
tikos laiky, kai daznai kalbéta apie statiSkumo ir
dinamikos bei gamtos ir civilizacijos paraleles
(Prout, 2005). Vis délto dualistinis mastymas,
kuriuo nors ir buvo norima susisteminti zinias
apie vaikus, nebuvo specialiai sukurtas vaikys-
tés fenomenologijai analizuoti. Galima gana
drasiai teigti, kad tam tikras pranasumas buvo
suteikiamas mikropasaulio tyrinéjimui. Marchi
ir Sarmento (2008) taip pat jrodinéjo sagvokos
,Hkarta® atgimima ir kartu su tokiais autoriais,
kaip Mayall, Alanen bei Qvortrup, argumentavo
termino ,,metier d’éleve* vartojimag prancizis-
kai kalbanc¢iame pasaulyje ir pagrindé socialinio
konstrukcionizmo teorijos taikyma analizuojant
vaikystés fenomenologija. Tokiy jvairiy pers-
pektyvy suderinimas greiciausiai yra jmanomas
tik Siomis dienomis, kai jau praéjo pakankamai
laiko, kad biity galima kritiSkai ir neSaliSkai
jvertinti anksciau atliktus tyrimus. Tai padaryta
2005 m. isleistame Prouto darbe The Future of
Childhood (,,Vaikystés ateitis*).

Zinoma, reikia pabrézti, kad daug svar-
biy temy buvo placiai aptartos ir analizuotos.
Vadinasi, labiau suprantama darosi vaikystés
fenomenologija ir tai, kaip vaikai jsivaizduoja
savo gyvenima ir kaip ziliri j suaugusiuosius, t.
y. ar laiko save visiskai skirtingais nuo suaugu-
siy zmoniy, o gal prieSingai — jaucia, kad yra
priklausomi nuo suaugusiyjy, kurie savo ruoz-
tu yra priklausomi nuo vaiky. Vaiky zaidimas,
vaikystés kultiira, bendraamziy santykiai, vaiky
gebéjimai jvairiose srityse, draugystés ir t. t. yra
tik dalis ty svarbiy mokslininky jau placiai ap-
tarty temy. Lygiai taip pat galima buty jrodinéti
vaikystés diskursy ,radikalizacijg®, siekiant

hood Studies; on degrees in the field area; on the
inclusion of a Research Committee on the Sociol-
ogy of Childhood of the International Sociological
Association (ISA); of a Comitée de Recherche en
Sociologie de I’Enfance of the Association Interna-
tionale des Sociologues de Langue Frangaise (AIS-
LF), with permanent conferences and seminars on
sociology of childhood; etc.'.

A second reason, strongly related to the first one,
has to do with the effort made in order to provide
the theoretical framework to the new paradigm. This
concerned creating the conditions for these ruptures
to occur in order to build new insights and knowl-
edge on children and childhood. Alongside these
theoretical frameworks another concern emerges
regarding research methodologies and techniques
that needed to be critically requisitioned. Ethical
concerns were a main part (Christensen and James,
2000). Another important discussion theme was the
use of participatory research methodologies with
children, still not consensual amongst the field area
experts (Almeida, 2009; Soares, 2007).

Therefore, the sociological construction of
childhood started as more dichotomous by trans-
ferring into the study field classic debates such as
agency/structure or nature/culture (Prout, 2005).
The production of a theoretical framework of child-
hood was not immune to a dualistic thought that
struggles to reconcile different levels of knowledge
on children. It is still fair to claim that a certain
preference was given to the micro. Marchi and
Sarmento (2008) also argue the renewal of the
generation concept, with authors such as Mayall,
Alanen, Qvortrup, the work of the concept of the
metier d’éleve in the francophone world, and the
social constructionist theory applied to childhood.
Later, and perhaps because enough time has already
passed it is possible to look to all the production in
a more critical and distanced way, a reconciliation
of these perspectives is worked, namely with the
publication in 2005 of Prout’s The Future of Child-
hood.

' For instance, different Childhood Studies Centers in UK uni-
versities, with the strong impulse of authors such as Alan Prout,
Chris Jenks, Pia Christensen, Allison James, Virginia Morrow,
among others; on the French side, and through AISLF, Régine
Sirota, Eric Plaisance, Patrick Rayou, Julie Delalande, among
others; the Research Committee on Sociology of Childhood,
of the ISA, of Jens Qvortrup; on the Portuguese side with the
Institute Of Childhood Studies and the first master’s degree in
Sociology of childhood, with Manuel Sarmento and its research
team, namely, Natalia Fernandes and Catarina Tomas.
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sukurti vaiko jvaizdj, kuris remtysi vaiko gebé-
jimu save tinkamai jvertinti atsizvelgiant i tai,
ka jis daro ir kas jam yra nejprasta bei nauja,
ir kuris apimty vaiko rysj su kitomis kartomis,
blitent — suaugusiais zmonémis (Jenks, 1992;
Honig, 2009).

Kitas reik§mingas jvykis — Jungtiniy Tauty
vaiko teisiy konvencija (UN 1989), kurioje
vaikas suvokiamas kaip aktyvus teises ir par-
eigas turintis visuomenés narys, t. y. pilietis.
Vaikyste studijuojantys sociologai daugiausiai
dirba dviejose srityse: jie susitelkia ties vaiky
teisiy uztikrinimu sprendziant juos iStikusias
problemas ir siekia iSgirsti vaiky ,,Sauksma®.
Reikia pabrézti, kad sgvoka ,,Sauksmas® isliecka
problemiska (Christensen, 2009). Kritiskai ver-
tinant Vaiko teisiy konvencijg, galima pastebéti,
kad jos pritaikyti pasauliniu mastu yra tiesiog
nejmanoma, ypac turint omeny tam tikras vaiky
bendruomenes visame pasaulyje. Dabartiniame
politiniame kontekste akivaizdu, kad Vaiko tei-
siy konvencijos pazadai sumazinti vaiky skurda
ir bada, uztikrinti pagrinding sveikatos prieziu-
ra ir neleisti vaiky imti j kariuomeng yra sun-
kiai jgyvendinami. Vaiky pilietybés klausimas
ir toliau iSlieka diskutuotinas, ypa¢ vertinant
konkrecias vaiky gyvenimo salygas ir dalyvavi-
mo visuomenés veikloje galimybes (Sarmento,
2008; Cockburn, 2012 ir kt.).

Norédami paaiskinti vaikystg, mokslinin-
kai pasitelkia jvairiy teoriniy priemoniy, kurios
daro poveikj dabartinéms diskusijoms apie vai-
ky tapatybe ir jvairove. Diskusijos tampa dar ar-
Sesnés, kai anks¢iau minétoje prieSybiy analizé-
je taikomos skirtingos prieigos, pavyzdziui, kai
vieno vaiko tapatybé suprieSinama su vaiky ta-
patybiy jvairove. Siekiant iSspresti $ig problema
ir pagilinti zinias apie vaikus, tikslingiau buty
taikyti dialektinj metoda (Sarmento, 2013), uz-
tikrinantj abipusj ry$j tarp socialinés vaiko ta-
patybés ir socialiniy vaiky praktiky jvairiuose
socialiniuose kontekstuose. Zvelgiant i§ struk-
tiirinés perspektyvos, vaikyste formuoja butent
visuomeng, todél jos jtaka vaikams yra vienoda:
visame pasaulyje vaikai neturi balsavimo teisés,
néra laikomi politiniais dalyviais, privalo mo-
kytis, o ne dirbti ir t. t. Ta¢iau visuomené daro ir
labai reikSminga poveikj vaiky gyvenimo saly-
goms, lyties suvokimui (t. y. buvimas mergaite
arba berniuku), socialiniam statusui (t. y. skir-
tingos turtingyjy ir vargsy privilegijos), kultiri-
niams ypatumams ir poelgiams.

Ekonomikos krizé Portugalijoje ir vaiky teisés j nediskriminavima

Still a set of important themes were widely
debated and explored bringing in new insights on
children and the ways in which they build their own
forms of being and thinking as distinct and interde-
pendent of adults. Themes such as children’s play,
childhood cultures, peer relationships, children’s
competences in different areas of their lives, friend-
ships, etc., were explored. In the same sense we
could also argue of a certain “radicalization” of dis-
courses on childhood. To a degree it appears to be
necessary to create an image of the child capable of
defining it for what it is, what he does and what's
distinct and diverse for him and in relation to other
generations, namely, adulthood (Jenks, 1992; Ho-
nig, 2009).

Another turning point was the UNCRC (UN
1989), which promoted an image of children and
childhood as active and participant beings in their
own societies, as a subject of rights and duties; thus,
as citizens. Participation rights in issues affecting
them as well as the importance of their voices are
two of the main themes for the sociology of child-
hood researchers. Still, even the notion of “voice”
when discussing children remains problematic
(Christensen, 2009). The critical perspective of
the CRC in a global society can easily be seen as
deceptive in its impossible-to-fulfil promises when
we think of particular childhoods around the world.
Global indicators on child poverty, children’s star-
vation, the absence of basic medical care, and child
soldiers question the global promise of the CRC.
Children’s citizenship remains an ambiguous no-
tion particularly if we look at children’s concrete
life conditions and participation opportunities (Sar-
mento, 2008;Cockburn, 2012, amongst others).

Different theoretical frameworks are mobilized
in order to understand childhood, which impact an
ongoing discussion: children’s identities and diver-
sities. Here, tensions are to be found when differ-
ent approaches are set into place in a dichotomist
way, for instance, the one of identity versus diver-
sity. However, and in order to amplify childhood’s
knowledge, a dialectic approach would be more
accurate (Sarmento, 2013), one that could capture
the relations of the mutual implication of childhood
social identity with the diversity of contexts and so-
cial practices of children.. Structural perspectives
argue exactly that childhood is socially constructed
and this affects children in similar ways: around the
world children are the ones not voting, not being
qualified as political actors, who follow compul-
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1ree tai, kg visi vaikai turi bendra, jie isgyvena
skirtingai priklausomai nuo jvairovés, kuri savo
ruoztu isplecia bendry dalyky spektrqg, j vaikys-
te jpindama socialiniy aspekty, kuriuos gali-
ma pamatyti tik remiantis ta pacia jvairove*
(Sarmento, 2013, p. 12).

Vadinasi, jeigu démesys bus fokusuojamas
tik i Zmoniy jvairove, o tapatybés svarba pa-
mirsta, susidarys klaidingas vaikystés kaip kate-
gorijos jvaizdis, ignoruojant vaiky gyvenima re-
guliuojancias struktiirines visuomenés salygas.
Remiantis struktiirine analize, visa vaiky kartg
galima laikyti paprasciausia klase, nejvertinant
paradoksaliy socialinés stratifikacijos salyguy,
kurios galiausiai nety¢ia suformuoja Europoje
paplitusj ir | suaugusius zmones orientuotg vai-
ko jvaizdj. Taigi tik dialektiné vaikystés analize,
apimanti ,,visuomenés nuskriausty“ (Sarmento,
2013), neturtingy, dirbanciy ir gatvéje gyvenan-
¢iy vaiky atvejus, gali padéti suprasti ir inter-
pretuoti socialinius procesus, kurie kelia daug
jtampos ir nesusipratimy tyrin¢jant vaikystés
kategorijos normatyvuma, karty jvairove ir tam
tikros kartos dominavima.

Europos ekonomikos poveikis vaikams ir

suaugusiesiems

2013 m. 25 milijonams vaiky Europoje, t. y.
vienam i$ keturiy vaiky, grésé skurdas ir socia-
lin¢ atskirtis (EAPN; Eurochild 2013).

Vaikai gyvena skurde, jeigu jy uzauginimui ski-
riamos lésos ir istekliai neatitinka standartiniy
Juy visuomenés gyvenimo sqlygy, uztikrinanciy
Zmoniy socialinj, emocinj ir fizinj tobuléjimg
bei gerove. Gyvendami skurde, vaikai ir jy Sei-
mos gali patirti jvairiy nepatogumy del mazy
pajamy, skurdaus gyvenamojo biisto ir aplinkos,
prastos sveikatos prieziiiros ir Svietimo kliiiciy.
Vaikai daznai nustumiami j salj, o kartais jy net
nekviecia j sporto, socialinius, pramoginius ir
kultarinius renginius, kurie kitiems vaikams
yra lengvai prieinami. Jy galimybé naudotis
pagrindinémis teisémis neretai apribojama, jie
daznai diskriminuojami ir niekinami, tad ne-
nuostabu kad jy pagalbos Sauksmas biina neis-
girstas (EAPN, Eurochild 2013, p. 9).

Beje, norint suvokti, kokj poveikj vaiky gy-
venimui turi skirtingi struktiriniai veiksniai ir
/ ar valstybés politika, reikia apibrézti gerovés
sgvoka. UNICEF (2010) nuostatomis, pagrin-

sory education, are forbidden to work, etc. But their
life conditions, being a girl or a boy, rich or poor,
are deeply affected as well as their cultures and ex-
pressions.

“...What is common in children is differentially
lived by them depending on their diversity that, on
its turn, amplifies notions of what is common, by
bringing structural dimensions to childhood that
can only be seen through that diversity” (Sarmento,
2013, p. 12).

Therefore, the mistake of focusing analysis
solely on diversity without identity factors dilutes
childhood as a category by ignoring the structural
conditions of societies that regulate them. The
mistake of the structural analysis is to consider the
childhood’s generational category as a class, under-
estimating paradoxical conditions of social stratifi-
cation that ultimately and unintentionally create a
hegemonic, adult-centred, European image of the
child. A dialectic analysis of childhood through di-
versity from “children at the margins” (Sarmento
2013), poor children, working children, and street
children, is a compulsory condition for understand-
ing and interpreting social processes that lead to
tensions and internal contradictions in childhood
normativity, on plural forms of generativity and
generational domination.

Global economies — impacts on children

and adults

In 2013, 25 million children were at risk of pov-
erty and social exclusion in Europe — one in every
four children (EAPN; Eurochild 2013).

Children are living in poverty if the income and
resources available for their upbringing are so in-
adequate as to preclude them from having a stand-
ard of living which is considered acceptable in the
society in which they live and which is sufficient
to ensure their social, emotional and physical well-
being and development. Because of growing up
in poverty they and their families may experience
multiple disadvantages through low income, poor
housing and environment, inadequate health care
and barriers to education. They are often excluded
and marginalized from social, sporting, recreation-
al and cultural activities that are the norm for other
children. Their access to their fundamental rights
may be restricted, they may experience discrimina-
tion and stigmatization and their voices may not be
heard (EAPN, Eurochild 2013, p. 9).
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diniai vaiky gerovés elementai yra §ie: mate-
rialinis turtas, sveikata ir saugumas, $vietimo
geroveé, santykiai Seimoje ir su bendraamziais,
elgesio buidas ir pavojai, individuali geroveé (t. y.
kaip jauciasi patys vaikai). Nors gerove apibi-
dina ne tik materialinés salygos, jos vis tiek yra
labai reikSmingos, nes leidzia iSnaudoti skirtin-
gus isteklius, ypac tuos, kurie suteikia galimy-
be¢ naudotis pagrindinémis zmogaus teisémis ir
mazina socialing atskirtj.

Taigi, remiantis EAPN ir Eurochild duome-
nimis, gyvenimas skurde vaikams gali reiksti
tai, kad jie: neturi pakankamai maisto ir nesi-
maitina sveikai; nepajégia jsigyti naujy tinkamy
drabuziy ir baty; neturi daikty, kurie vaikams
kitose Salyse yra savaime suprantamas dalykas,
pavyzdziui, knygos, mokyklinés prekés, laisva-
laikio priemonés (dviratis, riedlente ir t. t.); gy-
vena skurdziose arba ankstose patalpose, kurios
nepakankamai Sildomos, drégnos; vaikai netu-
ri pakankamai erdvios ir $viesios vietos namy
darbams atlikti; Seimoje stokojama pinigy su-
mokéti uz kokybiska vaiky sveikatos priezitirg,
mokslg ar tam tikru metu reikalinga / biiting pa-
galba; beveik neturi galimybés Zaisti padoriose
ir nenuniokotose zaidimy aikstelése arba daly-
vauti sporto bei kiirybiniuose ar kultiriniuose
renginiuose; 1§ esmés neturi jtakos jy kasdienj
gyvenimg lemiantiems sprendimams (EAPN,
Eurochild, 2013, p. 11).

Ekonominé krizé Portugalijoje ir

taupymo planu poveikis vaiky gyvenimui

Taupymo plany jgyvendinimas turi tiesio-
giniy ir netiesioginiy padariniy vaiky gyveni-
mui bei gerovei. Vaikai, kuriy gyvenimo saly-
gos tiesiogiai priklauso nuo tévy, pastebi, kad
ekonoming krizé juos veikia skirtingai, nes tai
lemia jvairGs veiksniai. Nedarbingumo rodi-
kliai — vienas stipriausiy ir svarbiausiy veiks-
niy. Pastaraisiais metais nedarbingumo rodikliai
Portugalijoje nuolat auga: nuo 2008 m. 25-54
mety Zmoniy nedarbingumo lygis nuo 7,3 proc.
Sokteléjo iki 14,8 proc., 0 55-64 mety zmoniy —
nuo 6,6 proc. iki 12,8 proc. (INE). DidZiausias
Suolis pastebimas analizuojant jaunimo situaci-
ja: jaunimo nedarbingumo lygis 2008 m. sieké
16,5 proc., o 2013 m. net 40 proc. (INE). Be
to, abiem tévams vienoje $eimoje netekus dar-
bo, visi Seimos nariai tampa priklausomi nuo
valstybés politikos ir socialiniy pasalpy, kurios
taip pat buvo sumazintos. Be to, Salyje maze-
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Additionally, well-being needs to be defined
in order to understand how different structural fac-
tors and/or public policies impact children’s lives.
Unicef (2010) has defined major aspects of child
well-being: material well-being, health and safety,
educational well-being, family and peer relation-
ships, behaviours and risks, and subjective well-be-
ing (i.e., how children feel about themselves). Even
though material conditions are not the sole deter-
minants of well-being, they play a large part, es-
pecially on providing conditions to access different
resources, namely those that help with accessing
fundamental rights and promoting social inclusion.

Hence, as EAPN and Eurochild report, being
in poverty can mean different things for children,
namely: not having enough to eat or a healthy
diet; not being able to afford new clothes or decent
shoes; not having the equipment that other children
take for granted in their country such as books and
equipment for school or leisure equipment such
as a bicycle or skateboard; living in poor or over-
crowded housing: sharing rooms and living in a
cramped space; living with inadequate heating and
in a home suffering from dampness; lacking a quiet
place with enough room and light to do homework;
not being able to afford proper health care or high-
quality child care or to go to a good school or to get
help when needed; having little chance to play in
decent non-vandalized playgrounds or to take part
in sports and creative / cultural activities; or hav-
ing little say in the decisions that affect daily life
(EAPN, Eurochild, 2013, p. 11).

The Portuguese crisis and the austerity

plans — effects on children’s lives

As was previously stated, the aim of this paper
is to reflect on the ways through which the econom-
ic crisis affecting the general Portuguese population
has impacted children in particular and promoted
discrimination and a lack of opportunities in child-
hood. Right now we will focus on the first dimen-
sion: on general data about the ongoing policies
that have been reducing social rights, increasing
poverty rates and threatening basic rights such as
educational and health rights to show their impact
on children’s lives.

The implementation of austerity plans has direct
and indirect effects on children’s lives and well-be-
ing. As highly dependent also on the adult’s living
conditions, children find themselves being hit dif-
ferently by the crisis depending on a variety of fac-
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jant darbo pasitlai, iSaugo emigracijos, ypac

kvalifikuoty jauny darbuotojy, mastai — 2008

m. i$ Salies emigravo 20 357 portugalai, o 2012

m. —net 51 958 (Pordata, 2013).

Kitas svarus ekonominés krizés rodiklis —
Vaiky ir jaunimo apsaugos komisijos (angl.
CPCJ — Commission for Children and Youth
Protection) prane$imai. Si komisija kasmet
analizuoja vaiky bei jaunimo geroveés tendenci-
jas ir daugybe su vaikais bei jaunimu susijusiy
atvejy. Komisijos duomenimis, 2012 m. vaiky
apsaugos srityje pastebéti Sie pokydiai:

* komisija uZzfiksavo daugiau probleminiy
vaiky apsaugos atvejy;

* daugiau vaiky kentéjo nuo deviantinio suau-
gusiy Seimos nariy elgesio;

* komisija dirbo su vis jaunesniais vaikais;

» padaugéjo smurto Seimoje atvejy;

» daugéjo mokyklos nebaigusiy vaiky;

+ padaugéjo jaunimo, linkusio | rizikingas, t.
y. piktnaudziavimo narkotikais ir alkoholio
vartojimo, situacijas;

* apsaugos sistemos akiratin pateko dvigubai
daugiau vaiky ir jauny suaugusiy zmoniy
(15-21 mety);

* maziems vaikams iki penkeriy mety am-
Ziaus atstovauja kiti zmonés.

Be to, kaip pastebéjo mokykly direktoriai,
prasidéjus krizei | mokykla vaikai dazniau at-
vykdavo sociai nepapusryciave, ir tai neigiamai
veiké asmeninius ir akademinius vaiky pasieki-
mus mokykloje. Siai problemai spresti imtasi
tokiy politiniy priemoniy:

* 2012 m. Portugalijos vyriausybé patvirtino
specialig programg ,,Pusry¢iai mokykloje®,
kai vaikai pusryc¢iaudavo atvyke | mokykla.
2012 m. lapkri¢io mén. Sioje programoje da-
lyvavo apie 5 500 vaiky.

e 2011 m. kai kurios Porto pradinés mokyklos
per vaiky atostogas atidaré valgyklas, kad
mazesnes pajamas gaunanciy tévy vaikai
Siokiadieniais galéty papietauti mokykloje.

Pastaraisiais metais ziniasklaidoje daug dé-
mesio skiriama ekonominei krizei. Ji kone tapo
pagrindiniu zmoniy diskusijy objektu. I§ pra-
dziy informacijos pateikimas nebuvo diferenci-
juojamas — ir vaikai, ir suaugusieji ja priimdavo
i$ ty paciy $altiniy. Tadiau suaugusiesiems pra-
déjus nerimauti, kaip apie krizg reikéty kalbéti
su savo vaikais, imta svarstyti, ar vaikai pajégts
kaip ir suaugg zmongés suprasti teikiama infor-

tors. A strong and important indicator has to do with

unemployment rates. In Portugal unemployment

has been increasing over the last years — ever since

2008 it has gone from 7.3% to 14.8% in the 25-54

year olds; from 6.6% to 12.8% in the 55-64 year old

range; and finally, youth unemployment with the

highest score — from 16.5% in 2008 to 40% in 2013

(INE). Additionally, the rise in both parents unem-

ployed in the same household throws families into

a highly dependent relation with public policies and

social benefits that have also been reduced. At the

same time, emigration figures keep growing espe-
cially due to the lack of job offers in Portugal, and
notably from highly qualified youth generations.

In 2008, 20.357 Portuguese emigrated whereas in

2012 the number rose to 51.958 (Pordata, 2013).
Another strong indicator has to do with the

reports from the CPCJ (Commission for Children

and Youth Protection) that every year analyzes chil-
dren’s and young people’s patterns of well-being
and the number of cases submitted to this office. In

2012 a change of patterns on detected cases of child

protection was observed. As the report states:

* more cases were reported to the Commission;

* higher number of children were exposed to de-
viant behaviours of adult family members;

» younger children were reported to the system;

* higher number of domestic violence cases;

* increase of school dropout;

* increase in risk situations, namely drug abuse
and alcohol consumption in youth;

* twice as many children and young adults in the
system (aged 15 to 21);

» small children until the age of 5 remain as a rep-
resentative group.

Alongside these figures, over the last 2 years
school directors have been reporting cases of chil-
dren arriving to school without a proper breakfast.
In order to avoid this, some political measures were
taken into place:

* In 2012, school directors started to give notice
that a growing number of children were going
to school without having breakfast which af-
fected their personal and academic performance
at school. In order to solve the situation, the
Portuguese Government created a special pro-
gram — “Breakfast at school” — where children
could have breakfast as they arrived at school.
Around 5500 students were in the program in
November 2012.

*  Some elementary schools in Porto city, for ex-
ample, started in 2011 to open the cafeterias
on school holidays so that children from lower
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macija ekonominiais klausimais. Todél specia-

liai $iai problemai skirtuose laikraSc¢iuose, zur-

naluose, televizijos laidose ir knygose pradéjo
rastis diskusijy, patarimy, kaip krizés reiskinys
aiskintinas vaikams.

Portugalijos nacionalinis UNICEF komite-
tas bei Seimy ir §eimos politikos observatorija
neseniai atliko du vaiky ir vaikystés tyrimus,
kuriuose labai aiskiai iSanalizavo svarbiausius
taupymo politikos padariniy vaiky gerovei ir
gyvenimo salygoms aspektus. Zemiau pateikia-
mi pagrindiniai minéty tyrimy rezultatai (Wall
et al., 2014a; Wall et al., 2014b):

1. 2010-2014 m. valstybé gerokai apribojo
ekonoming pagalba Seimoms. Nuo 2010
m. sumazéjo net tik socialing pasalpa (pvz.,
vaiko islaikymo pinigai, socialinés lengva-
tos mokyklose, motinystés ir tévystés, soci-
alinés ir nedarbingumo i$mokos) gaunanciy
Seimy, bet ir ty pasalpy dydis. Situacija dar
labiau komplikavo sumazéje atlyginimai ir
iSauge mokesciai.

2. Situacija blogina ir tai, kad néra vaiky ir Sei-
mos politikos programy, nes valstybei sun-
kiu laikotarpiu su vaikais susije politiniai
klausimai nebelaikomi prioritetiniais, nors,
i$ kitos pusés, valstybés taupymo politikos
poveiki skaudZziausiai jaucia ekonomiskai
pazeidziamiausias visuomenés sluoksnis.

3. Dabarting portugaly vaiky situacijg galima
apibiidinti remiantis Sia nerima keliancia
statistika: nuo 2008 m. vaikai yra ta visuo-
menés grandis, kuriai gresia didziausias pa-
vojus atsidurti skurde; vienas i§ keturiy vai-
ky kencia didziulj materialinj nepritekliy;
dideléms (41 proc.), vienos motinos arba
vieno tévo (31 proc.) ir bedarbiy Seimoms
gresia didziausias pavojus atsidurti skurde;
didZiausia tikimybé atsidurti skurde yra vie-
nos bedarbés motinos arba vieno bedarbio
tévo Seimoje (90 proc.); per trejus metus
(2009-2012 m.) 30 proc. portugaly vaiky
neteko pasalpy; atsizvelgiant j aptariamos
situacijos rimtuma, valstybés Seimos politi-
ka yra nepakankamai i§vystyta, neapimanti
visy bendruomenés nariy ir neadekvati.

Apibendrinant galima pasakyti, kad: nuo
krizés pradzios vaiky rizikos veiksniai tik pa-
didéjo, todel kyla grésmé jy socialinei gerovei;
kadangi daugéja rizikos (t. y. smurto Seimo-
je bei zalingy jprociy) ir mokslo nutraukimy
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income families could have lunch during week
days.

The crisis has been debated over the last years
on a daily basis and is reported on different media
channels. It has also become a major topic of family
discussions, coffee shops, etc. Children listen and
take in different information from the same source
as adults do. Still, some parents and families started
to question themselves on how they should be talk-
ing to children about the crisis and whether or not
this was a topic in which the children should be as
involved as the adults are. Debates, tips and books
on how to explain the crisis to children have been
emerging in the media. Some of the examples can
be found in different press media, TV and books
specifically designed for this purpose.

Two very recent reports on children and child-
hood — from Unicef’s Portuguese Committee and
the Observatory of Families and Family Policies —
analyze in a very clear way the most important as-
pects of the effects of austerity policies in children’s
well-being and life conditions. From indicators in
both reports (Wall et al., 2014a; Wall et al., 2014b),
the following synthesis can be presented:

1. Between 2010 and 2014, there was a significant
reduction in the economic support provided to
families by the State. From 2010 on, access to
social benefits that depend directly on family
income — e.g., child support benefits, social
action in schools, parental benefits, Social
Income, and social unemployment benefits —
were restricted not only in the amount of fami-
lies that can benefit from them but also from
the value of the benefits. The situation is even
more serious when considering salary cuts and
tax increases.

2. The absence of childhood and family policies
makes it more serious since childhood is not
a priority in the most urgent times and since
regulation instruments on the effects of auster-
ity policies on more vulnerable populations are
inadequate.

3. Asaresult, the current situation of childhood in
Portugal can be characterized by some alarm-
ing figures: since 2008 children have been the
generational group with a higher risk of pov-
erty; one in 4 children lives in severe material
deprivation; the risk of poverty is higher in big-
ger families (41%), in single-parent families
(31%) and in unemployed people; single-parent
families with an unemployed parent present an
almost absolute risk of poverty (90%); 30% of
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atvejy, vaikai vis aktyviau dalyvauja jvairiose
apsaugos programose; dél valstybés aplaidumo
padaugéjo ankstyvosios intervencijos pirmai-
siais gyvenimo metais, ypac iki penkeriy mety,
atvejy; dél rizikos veiksniy Seimoje vis dau-
giau vaiky gyvena institucijose (plg. CNPCIR,
2014). Vadinasi, visi socialinés krizés rodikliai
tik pablogéjo!

Eurochild, UNICEF ir Uzsienio plétros
instituto (plg. Frazer, 2014; De Neubourg et
al., 2012; Harper et al., 2009) tyrimai, kuriuo-
se buvo analizuojami ekonominés krizés pa-
dariniai vaikams i§ istorinés ir sinchroninés
perspektyvos, priéjo prie bendros i§vados: dél
ekonomings krizés ,,padaugéjo vaiky mirtingu-
mo ir sergamumo, vaiky darbo ir iSnaudojimo,
smurto prie§ vaikus bei moteris ir kito Siurks-
taus elgesio atvejy, suprastéjus Svietimo koky-
bei vis daugiau vaiky nutrauké mokslus, pablo-
géjo maisto kokybe, socialiné apsauga ir vaiky
emocinis stabilumas (gera savijauta)” (Harper
et al., 2009).

Be to, skurdas lemia ir tai, kad vaikai ma-
ziau atspariis ligoms, suaugusieji patiria emo-
ciniy ir neuropsichologiniy sutrikimy (Alves
and Rodrigues, 2010). Todél nenuostabu, kad
ekonoming ir socialiné krizé kasdieniam vaiky
gyvenimui suteiké nestabilumo, papildomy sun-
kumy, o tévus netgi paskatino imtis smurto bei
prievartos prie§ savo atzalas. Zinoma, vaikai,
susidiire su tokiomis emocinémis problemomis
ir tokiu elgesiu §eimoje, nepaprastai kencia.

Be Siurkstaus ir netinkamo elgesio, mate-
rialinis nepriteklius daznai trukdo Zmonéms
dalyvauti visuomeningje veikloje. Skurdas ir
socialiné atskirtis — nuo jvairiy veiksniy pri-
klausantys daugialypiai reiskiniai (plg. Bastos
et al., 2008), naikinantys visuomenés rysius ir
skatinantys atsiskirti nuo bendruomenes, o tai
nei§vengiamai mazina zmogaus nora dalyvauti
visuomeningje veikloje. Keletas mazai uzdir-
banciy Seimy tyrimy rodo, kad vaiky galimybes
dalyvauti socialiniuose uzsiémimuose riboja pi-
nigai. Ne maziau vaikai kencia, negalédami jsi-
traukti j kolektyving veikla: jie retai dalyvauja
arba apskritai nedalyvauja svarstant kolektyvui
aktualius klausimus ir priimant sprendimus, jy
nuomonés nelabai paisoma. Apskritai vaikai
yra retai pastebimi ir iSgirstami, nes dazniausiai
akcentuojama vieSoji nuomoné apie krizg ir Sei-
mos kasdienius poreikius.

Portuguese children have lost their children’s
benefits in three years (2009 to 2012); public
policies drawn for families are clearly insuffi-
cient, non-integrated and inadequate regarding
the severity of the situation.

Therefore, since the beginning of the crisis all
indicators of children’s exposure to risk situations
have been aggravated in strict relation with their
social situation; children entering the protection
system have increased due to the exposure to de-
viant behaviours (that is, family violence and ad-
diction behaviour) and by school dropout; children
with early intervention in the first years of life, es-
pecially those until five years old, have had a sig-
nificant increase, especially due to “negligence”;
the number of children living in institutions (that is,
the ones that demand a higher protection interven-
tion regarding family risks) has also increased (cf.
CNPCIJR, 2014). Hence, the clearest indicators of
social crisis have all increased!

Several international reports from Eurochild,
Unicef, Overseas Development Institute (cf, re-
spectively, Frazer, 2014; De Neubourg et al., 2012;
Harper et al., 2019), that analyze a historical and
synchronic perspective of the effects of the eco-
nomic crisis in childhood all converge into the
same idea: the impacts of the crisis are seen in the
“increase of childhood mortality and morbidity, of
child labour, of children’s exploitation, of violence
against children and women and other forms of
abuse, on the decline of the quality of education and
increase of school dropout and on the loss of nutri-
tional quality, of social protection and of emotional
wellbeing” (Harper et al., 2009).

The higher exposure of children to disease and
the emotional and neuropsychological disturbance
of adults is one of the identified effects emerging
from poverty situations (Alves and Rodrigues,
2010). These factors have been intensified in con-
sequence of the economic and social crisis with
particular impacts in children’s daily life contexts
characterized by instability, disruption and even
violence and abuse from parents. It is natural that
children would suffer in a particular way with this
exposure to emotional problems and disease inside
the family.

Besides this exposure to disruptive and even
behaviours, economic deprivation frequently leads
to lower real possibilities to participate in social ac-
tivities. Poverty and social exclusion are multifac-
torial and multidimensional phenomena (cf. Bastos
et al., 2008), having one of its manifestations in the
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Ka vaikai galvoja apie ,,krize“

Nagrinéjamos problemos kontekste biitina
aptarti, kaip krizés padarinius kasdieniame gy-
venime suvokia patys vaikai. Tam analizuoti jy
pasisakymai apie kriz¢. Kad vaikai supranta to-
kias sudétingas problemas kaip ekonominé kri-
z¢, liudija dviejy moksliniy tyrimy pavyzdziai.

Ekonomistams j vaikus reikia Zitiréti kaip j akty-
vius veikéjus, turincius tam tikry poreikiy, kuriy
Jjie siekia netgi jausdami suvarZymus is suaugu-
siy Zmoniy. Si situacija ne tik teisinga vaiky at-
zvilgiu, bet ir patenkina tikslumo reikalaujanciy
Zmoniy poreikius bei praturtina supratimg apie
Zmogaus elgesj. Apsvarstydami vaiky realias, o
ne tariamas arba idealizuojamas veiklas bei pa-
sirinkimus ir jy gebéjimg, kiek tai yra jmanoma,
veikti savarankiskai, griauname tradicinj mgqs-
tymgq ir galbit net tam tikvos politikos rekomen-
dacijas daugeliui gyvenimo sriciy (Levinson,
2000, p. 127).

Viename i§ dviejy minéty moksliniy tyrimy,
siekiant spresti vaiky pilietybés ir politinio ak-
tyvumo klausimus, buvo stebimi vienos mies-
to pradinés mokyklos trecios klasés mokiniai.
Tyrime naudotos jvairios steb¢jimo technikos
ir vaiky savaitinio susirinkimo pastabos bei jra-
Sai. Tiksliné tyrimo grupé — dvideSimt 8—-9 mety
vaiky (12 mergaiciy ir 8 berniukai) i§ skirtingy
socialiniy sluoksniy. Siekiant aptarti vaikams
kylancias problemas ir issiaiskinti, kuriose sri-
tyse jie noréty turéti zodzio teisg, buvo organi-
zuojami klasés susirinkimai. 2010 m. gruodzio
mén., kai ekonominé krizé jau pradéjo skaudziai
smogti portugaly vaiky namiskiams, du vaikai
sugalvojo tema klasés susirinkimui. Jie specialiai
klausési kalby apie kriz¢ namuose bei per Ziniy
televizijg ir pradéjo svarstyti, kg jie, kaip vaikai,
galéty padaryti, kad padéty savo Seimoms. Dvi
mergaités atliko tyrimg su tévais namuose ir su-
galvojo krizés jveikimo buidy, kuriuos galéty ap-
tarti su savo bendraamziais. Pirmasis sitilymas
buvo pirkti daugiau portugaliSky produkty. Ant
jvairiy produkty bruksniniy kody, prasidedan-
¢iy skaiciais 560, atsirado simbolis ,,Pagaminta
Portugalijoje®. Taigi vaikai, norédami padéti sa-
lies ekonomikai, diskutavo, kodél reikéty pirk-
ti produktus, kuriy briik$ninis kodas prasideda
560. Mergai¢iy doméjimasi biitent $ia sritimi pa-
skatino vienos i§ mergaiciy teta, kuri turéjo savo
parduotuve ir nerimavo, kad dél krizés zmonés
émeé pirkti maziau produkty.

Ekonomikos krizé Portugalijoje ir vaiky teisés j nediskriminavima

degradation of social ties and provoked self-mar-
ginalization which can be seen in the loss of par-
ticipative capacities. Several studies on low income
families suggest that with limited available money
children’s social activities could be diminished.
Furthermore, children also suffer from not being
part of a collective life: their participation in col-
lective decision processes is very limited or absent,
and the possibility for them to express their opinion
is highly unlikely. With these circumstances, the
effect of childhood’s invisibility is intensified in a
moment where public opinion on the crisis and the
attention to families in response to daily needs is
sharply focused.

Children’s perspectives on the “crisis”

Following what was argued, we aim to discuss
also how children are capable of perceiving crisis
effects in daily life contexts by analyzing their dis-
courses on the matter. Two examples from two re-
search projects are presented in order to maintain
the idea that children are capable of understanding
complex issues such as economic issues.

Economists need to consider children as agents
with preferences, upon which they act to the extent
possible given the constraints of adult restrictions.
This is not only fair to children, it is also appropri-
ate in the interests of accuracy and an enhanced
understanding of human behaviour. Considering
children's actual (rather than assumed or idealized)
activities and preferences and, insofar as possible,
children s agency, is likely to challenge convention-
al conclusions and, perhaps, policy recommenda-
tions in many arenas (Levinson, 2000, p. 127).

From the research conducted by one of the au-
thors, children’s citizenship and political participa-
tion was observed at a primary school in an urban
area with a 3" year class, using observation tech-
niques, focus groups with children and observation
and transcripts of children’s weekly assembly. The
group was composed of 20 children, aged 8 and 9
years old, 12 girls and 8 boys from different so-
cial backgrounds. The teacher of the 3™ graders
used classroom assemblies to discuss matters that
concern children and where they believe that they
should have a say. In December 2010, when the cri-
sis was already starting to hit hard at Portuguese
households, two children presented a topic for
discussion during the assembly. Specifically, they
were hearing about the crisis both at home and on
TV and starting to wonder what their role as chil-
dren could be to help their families. The two girls
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Mokiniams taip pat pasidalijus pagrindiné-
mis ziniomis apie ekonomikg ir aptarus, kaip
pirkdami portugaliskus produktus jie galéty pa-
déti vietinéms parduotuvéléms ir Salies ekono-
mikai, diskusija pakrypo kita linkme. Kadangi
buvo gruodis, vaikai nekantriai lauké Kalédy
ir su tévais bei kitais Seimos nariais svarsté, ka
noréty gauti dovany. Zinoma, dauguma jy noré-
ty konkreciy brangiy zaisly. Vadinasi, jie turéjo
sugalvoti skirtingy buidy, kaip biity galima susi-
doroti su jy Kalédiniy dovany poreikiais.
Mokytojas: JUs taip pat paminéjote kaz-
ka apie Kalédy dovanas?

M: Taip, mes turétume prasyti sukuciy i§ savo
tévy.

Mokytojas: Tikrai taip, nes sukuciai yra...?
Vaikai: Pigesni!

Mokytojas: Puikus pasiiilymas!

M: Bet ka daryti, jeigu mes nemeégstame suku-
¢iy?

Mokytojas: Galbut pabandyti paprasyti kazko
uz tokia pat kaing. Apsvarstykime §j klausi-
ma...

M: Kg daryti, jeigu mums nepatinka sukuéiai?
P: Tuomet prasykime I¢lés!

Vaikai: Lélés?

Berniukas: O ka daryti mums? Kam mums
lele?

Mokytojas: Taigi ka tu tuomet galvoji?

S (mergaité): Na, tuomet galétume pagalvoti
apie paveikslus. Vienas paveikslas kainuoja... 8
eurus ir 99 centus... Tiek pat, kiek sukutis.

P: Léle!

Mokytojas: Lélé kainuoja labai brangiai. Apie
70 eury... Gal net daugiau?

M (berniukas): AS zinau kai ka tikrai pigaus!
Mazas sukutis kainuoja vos 3 eurus!
Mokytojas: Gerai, bet ji nemégta sukuciy, ji
mergaité... Jeigu jai sukuciai nepatinka, mums
reikia kito sprendimo. Viena idéja turiu omeny-
je, bet noriu, kad jg man pasakytuméte js...

C (berniukas): Na, mes juk turime Zzaislinius
automobilius ,,Hot wheels“. Jie kainuoja tik 1
eura...

M: Taip, bet joms tie automobiliai nepatinka!
<...>

M: Jie galéty nupirkti zaislines parduotuves!

P: Naminiy gyviinéliy parduotuviy Zaislus!
<...>

did some research with the parents at home and pre-
sented possibilities to discuss with their peers. The
first proposal that was presented was the possibility
of people buying more Portuguese products. The
“made in Portugal” symbol was marked in differ-
ent products on the bar codes starting at 560. Thus,
in order to help the national economy children dis-
cussed why they should buy the 560 products. What
triggered the curiosity was the fact that one of the
girls had an aunt that owns a store and was con-
cerned with people buying fewer things because of
the crisis.

Following a debate where teacher and students
also discussed why buying Portuguese products
could actually help stores and local economies —
where basic economic knowledge was shared with
the children — they also took the discussion to a
different level. Since it was December, they were
already excited about Christmas and were already
talking to their parents and families about what
they would like to get. Most of them would ask for
specific toys that are expensive, meaning that they
needed to think about different solutions for their
Christmas gifts.

T — You also said something about Christmas
gifts?

M — Yeah, we should buy Beyblades to help our
parents.

T — Yes, because Beyblades are...?

Children — cheaper!

T — Excellent suggestion!

M — But what if we don’t like Beyblades?

T — Maybe you try to get something at the same
price. Listen to a pertinent question from M...

M — What if we don’t like Beyblades?

P — You buy a Barbie!

Children — A Barbie?

Boy — What about us? A Barbie?

T — So, what do you think?

S (girl) — Well, we could buy a set of paintings
which is like... 8 Euros and 99... the same as the
Beyblade...

P — A Barbie!

T — A Barbie is really expensive. It’s around 70
Euros... more?

M (boy) — I know something really cheap! There’s
a little Beyblade that only costs 3 euro!

T — Ok but she does not like Beyblades, she’s a
girl... If she doesn't like them we need a different
suggestion. I think there is one but [ would like
you to be the ones pointing it out...

C (boy) — Well, we have the Hot Wheels that only
cost 1 Euro....
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Si diskusijos istrauka atspindi, kad vaikai
suvokia tam tikrus ekonominés krizés padari-
nius jy gyvenimui ir apriboja jy tévy galimybes
lukes¢iams patenkinti. Taciau greiCiausiai dar
svarbiau tai, kad $i diskusijos iStrauka rodo, jog
vaikai turi pakankamai ziniy, kad bandyty ies-
koti jy ekonomiskai sudétingai situacijai palan-
kiy sprendimy.

Panasiai ir kitame moksliniame tyrime, at-
liktame vienoje Bragos valstybinéje mokykloje,
vaiky buvo teirautasi apie jvairius krizés aspek-
tus.? Kokybin¢je analizéje dalyvavo penkiolika
9-10 mety vaiky. 12 vaiky buvo i$ Seimy, ku-
riose gyveno su abiem tévais, du vaikai — vienos
motinos / vieno tévo Seimoje, o vienas tyrime
dalyvaves vaikas — be abiejy tévy.

Vaikams buvo uzduota daug jvairiy klau-
simy apie krizés kre¢iama jy Salj. Tyrimas at-
skleidé priestaringus rezultatus. Beveik 93 proc.
vaiky mano, kad jy Salies ekonomin¢ situacija
yra prasta. Mateus (9 metai) teigia, kad ,,mes
girdime, jog gyvename didziulés krizés laikais...
kad situacija yra bloga, nes neturime pinigy®,
o Sara (10 mety), — kad ,,mes girdime, jog gy-
vename krizés laikais... todél turime taupyti.”
Taciau yra ir vaiky, kurie Portugalija laiko eko-
nomiskai saugia Salimi. Pavyzdziui, Marco yra
isitikings, kad ,,Portugalija yra saugi, néra jo-
kios ekonominés krizés ar kazko panasSaus...”,
o Jodo (10 mety) tvirtina, kad Portugalija yra
,,labai sveika.*

Beveik pusé tyrime dalyvavusiy vaiky jsiti-
king, kad jy Salis ,,serga“. Vadinasi, jie visiSkai
supranta, kas vyksta jy salyje ir kokiy kyla soci-
aliniy problemy. Kai kurie vaikai labai atsargiai
vertina situacijg savo Salyje. Mateus (9 metai)
teigimu, visuomengje ,,vieSpatauja skurdas ir
litdesys®. Marco (9 metai) neslepia, kad ,,kar-
tais pasitaiko kritiniy situacijy®, kurias sunku
nuspéti ir kontroliuoti. Eva (10 mety) kalba
apie mirtinai pavojingg socialing realybe: ,,Yra
labai, labai blogai®, o Rui (9 metai), kalbédama
apie padét] Salyje, uzsimena apie ,,labai prasta
Salies bukle®. Galiausiai Tiago (9 metai) paste-
bi, kad salis ,,labai serga“.

Vaiky taip pat buvo paprasyta pakalbéti apie
ekonominés krizés padarinius jy kasdieniame
gyvenime. Analizuojant vaiky pasisakymus,
buvo nustatytos dvi kategorijos: savo gyveni-
me patirti krizés padariniai ir apmastytini kri-

2 Vaikystés sociologijos magistrinio darbo tyrima atliko
Natalia Machado (2013). Darbo vadové — Natalia Fernandes.
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M — Yeah, but they don’t like it!!

(...

M — They could buy the pretend play stores!
P — Pet shops toys!

(..)

From the transcripts it is possible to understand
how children are not only able to understand spe-
cific implications of the economic crisis in their
own lives and on adult’s abilities to fulfil specific
demands but also, and maybe more importantly,
they show how they are competent enough to ques-
tion their own role in finding solutions adequate to
their position.

Another research conducted in a public school
in Braga also inquired children on different aspects
on the crisis®. The qualitative study was conducted
with a group of 15 children aged 9 to 10 years old.
12 belonged to nuclear families living with par-
ents, 2 to one parent families and 1 without both
parents.

Children were asked a variety of questions and
the results show an ambivalent portrait from chil-
dren on a “country in crisis”. Almost 93% of chil-
dren consider that the country is in a bad economic
condition / situation: as Mateus says (9 years old),
“We hear that there is a huge crisis...we are in a
bad situation, there is no money”, or Sara, (10 years
old) “We heard that we are in crisis and that...we
must save money”’. Meanwhile there are other chil-
dren that consider that Portugal is a safe country;
namely Marco, who states, “I think that (Portugal)
is protected, there no accidents or stuff like that...”
or Jodo (10 years old) that considers that Portugal
“is very well”.

Almost half of the children will state that the
country is “bad” which leads to the belief they are
fully aware of what’s going on in the country and
of social problems. Some children are very careful
when analyzing the situation. As Mateus (9 years
old) suggested: “There is poverty, sadness” in so-
ciety. Marco (9 years old) doesn’t hide that “some-
times there are emergencies” hard to predict and
control. Eva (10 years) thinks of social reality as
fatal: “it’s really, really bad”, and Rui (9 years old)
that identifies the country’s situation as “in really
bad shape”. Finally, Tiago (9 years old) observes
that the country “is very sick”. Children were also
asked to discuss the implications of the economic
crisis in their everyday lives. From the content
analysis we found two categories: lived implica-

2 Master’s dissertation in Sociology of Childhood, conducted
by Natalia Machado (2013) and supervised by Natalia Fer-
nandes.
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zés padariniai. Kalbédami apie patirtus krizés
padarinius, vaikai rémési realiomis gyveni-
miskomis situacijomis. Pedro (10 mety) kalba:
,,Kasdieniame gyvenime man kartais pritruksta
daikty, kuriy a$ noriu... Kadangi neturiu dribs-
niy, turiu paprasciausiai valgyti duona...* Vaikai
supranta namiskius uzklupusius sunkumus. Sara
(10 mety) sako: ,,Gyvename krizés laikais, tad
neturime daug pinigy...

Kalbédami apie apmastytinus krizés pada-
rinius, vaikai svarste, kaip krizé gali paveikti
ju gerove ateityje. Mateus (9 mety), jausdamas,
kad ateityje gali turéti maziau galimybiy, neri-
mavo, jog ,,viena dieng krizé pasieks ir mano
Seima, o tada mes neturésime pinigy maistui.*
Beje, kai mastoma apie Zzmogaus gyvenimo sa-
lygas, daznai btina daug lengviau kalbéti apie
kitus zmones, o ne apie save. Hainsworth’as
(2012) pastebi, kad vaikai ir jaunuoliai, kai yra
klausinéjami apie gyvenimga skurde, labai retai
susieja savo situacijg su nepritekliumi.

Vaikai, paklausti, kas labiausiai nukentéty
nuo krizés, i§skyré Sias zmoniy grupes:

* suauge Zmones — 53 proc.;

* neturtingi Zmonés — 46 proc.;

« vaikai — 33 proc.

Vadinasi, dauguma vaiky yra jsitiking, jog
ekonominé krizé stipriausiai smogia suaugu-
siems zmonéms, tuomet — neturtingiems zZmo-
néms ir bedarbiams (46 proc.), o maziausiai nu-
kencia vaikai. Mariana (9) galvoja, kad ,krizé
labiau paveikia miisy tévus, o ne mus, nes tai
susij¢ su pinigais“. Evos (10) nuomone, ,,tévai
per krize nukencia labiau, nes jie turi pirkti pre-
kes savo atzaloms®, o Anos (10) teigimu, ,,su-
auge zmonés yra subrendg, tad geriau nusimano
apie krize, o vaikai neturi né menkiausio supra-
timo Sioje srityje. Gilinantis j vaiky pasisaky-
mus, svarbu pastebéti, kad jy suvokimu, krizé
paveikia kitus, t. y. ne vaikus, o suaugusiuosius.
Tai leidzia daryti prielaidg, kad taip elgdamiesi
vaikai bando apsaugoti save nuo nemaloniy kri-
z¢€s paveikty Zzmoniy vaizdiniy.

Vis délto kiti vaikai jaucia tiesioging krizés
jtaka jy gyvenimo gerovei. Rui (9) sako, kad
jaucia krizés padarinius, Jodo (10) susimasto
apie vaikus, ,,nes jie badauja ir kyla kity pro-
blemy...“, o Tiago (9) Saukia: ,,Krizé daro jtaka
mano gyvenimui!*“ Almeida (2009, p. 122) tvir-
tina, kad jeigu vaiky gerove yra tévy prioritetas,
,,dabartiné kriz¢, nors yra nematoma ir nenuspé-
jama, s€ja visuomen¢je nezinomybés jausmg ir

tions and cogitated implications. On lived implica-
tions children identified real situations in their daily
lives.

Pedro (10 years old): “In my day life, some-
times I don’t have some stuff that I want... I don’t
have cereal and I have to eat bread...” Some chil-
dren can clearly identify difficulties in their house-
holds as Sara (10 years old) states: “Now we are in
a crisis and do not have much money...”

On cogitated implications children identified
future consequences on their well-being. Mateus (9
years old) stated that, “I’m worried that someday
the crisis affects my family and then we have no
money to buy food”, feeling the pressure of living
in the future with fewer possibilities. We should
also take into account that theory indicates that it
is easier to talk about others than ourselves when
the theme is our living conditions. As Hainsworth
argues (2012), children and young people hardly
associated their situation as one of living in poverty
when interviewed about it.

Children were also asked on who would be
more affected by the crisis and identified the fol-
lowing groups:

* Adults in general — 53%.

* Poor people — 46%.

¢ Children — 33%.

Analyzing data globally, we can argue that most
children referred to adults as the ones most affected
by the economic crisis, followed by poor people
and unemployed (46%) and last, the generational
group “children”. Mariana (9) considers that, “The
crisis affects more our parents than us because of
the money...” Eva (10) believes, “The adults are
more affected because they have to buy the goods
for children” and Ana (10) states, “The adults are
grownup and know more about the crisis and chil-
dren no, they don’t have any idea”. An important
issue from children’s discourses is that the crisis
affects others — the adults. In this sense, we could
argue that children protect themselves from the im-
age of being affected by the crisis.

Another group of children, however, considered
that the crisis interferes directly with their well-be-
ing. As Rui (9) says, “The crisis affects me”, Tiago
(9), “(The crisis) is affecting me!” and Jodo (10),
“Children... they became starved and other prob-
lems....” Assuming that children’s well-being is a
parent’s priority, Almeida (2009:122) argues that
“contemporary risk, invisible and unpredictable,
origins a society of uncertainty where parent’s an-
guish seems to grow”. Freeman (1992) argues that
“children who are not protected, whose wellbeing



Manuel Jacinto SARMENTO, Natilia FERNANDES, Gabriela TREVISAN

didina tévy sielvartg”. Kaip teigia Freeman‘as
(1992), ,,neapsaugoti vaikai, kuriy gerové néra
uztikrinama, negalés buti savarankiski® (cit.
Fernandes, 2007, p. 4).

Galiausiai vaiky paprasyta sugalvoti budy
krizei sustabdyti. Dauguma vaiky (88 proc.)
neabejoja, kad norint nebijoti krizes ir ja jveik-
ti, reikia taupyti. Rui (9) sako, kad ,,turiu bati
atidesnis ir neiSsipurvinti... taip sutaupysime
pinigy pirkdami skalbimo priemones®, o Sofija
(9) pasisako uz ,,vandens, Sviesos, dujy... dra-
buziy ir kity ne tokiy svarbiy daikty taupyma“.
Daugelio vaiky nuomone, taupymas yra ge-
riausias buidas krizei jveikti. Du vaikai paminé-
jo, kad turéty ,,leisti maziau pinigy™ (tai ir vél
kalba apie taupyma), o kitas vaikas tvirtino, kad
noréty padéti, bet nezino, kaip tai padaryti.

Vaiky jsitikinimu, atsakomybe dél krizés turi
prisiimti politikai. Biitent jy pareiga sugalvoti
tokiy politiniy priemoniy ir strategijy, kurios
leisty efektyviai susidoroti su krize. Pavyzdziui,
kaip si@ilo Rui (9), taupyti galima stengiantis
,,visg laikg neiSsitepti, kad sumazintume islai-
das skalbimo priemonéms... iSimtis galima tai-
kyti maistui, kurj reikia déti j Svarias 1ékstes®.
Sofia (9) jsitikinusi, kad taupyti galima net ir
paprasciausiose kasdienése situacijose, t. y.
,taupant vandenj, dujas ir elektrg... drabuzius ir
kitus maziau reikSmingus dalykus*. Gana kritis-
ki vaikai ir vyriausybés nariy atzvilgiu: Mateus
(9) isitikings, kad ,,reikia atleisti ministrg pirmi-
ninkg Pedro Passos Coelho, nes jis blogai valdo
Salj“; Pedro (9) isitikings, kad ,,Prezidentas ne-
gali meluoti zmonéms. Jis privalo sakyti tiesg ir
duoti zmonéms pinigy.*

Apibendrinant pristatyta diskusija, galima
i§skirti dvi pagrindines tendencijas: pirma, kie-
kvienas zmogus turéty stengtis uzkirsti kelia
panaSiems jvykiams ateityje ir, antra, dél socia-
linés bei ekonominés krizés, vaiky jsitikinimu,
kalti politikai. Vaikai pademonstravo, kad turi
pilietinio atsakingumo jausma, nes diskutavo
kaip samoningi pilieciai, iSreiSkiantys savo ne-
pasitenkinimg ir galvojantys apie vyriausybe,
pajégia susidoroti su krize.

ISvados — vaiky pilietybé pavojuje?

Analizuojant vaiky samprotavimus apie
krizg, pristatytame tyrime vertinti ir globaliis
ekonominiai krizés padariniai Portugalijos vi-
suomenei, ir diskursyviniai krizés padariniai
vaikams. ISskirtini trys pagrindiniai vaiky po-
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is not assured will not be able to exercise their au-
tonomy” (in Fernandes, 2007: 4).

Finally, children were asked to think about pro-
posals to solve the crisis. Almost every child, 88%,
uses the term “saving” as a way to crack and face
the crisis. Rui says (9), “I have to be more careful
and do not get dirty ... so we will save money in
detergent...” and Sofia says to (9) “save in water,
light, gas... clothes and other stuff with minor im-
portance...”. Saving was the solution presented by
the majority of children. Two children mentioned
they should “spend less”, which is, again, saving,
and another child said he would help but didn’t
know how. Children also showed some knowledge
of government members and were clear on blam-
ing politicians for the crisis. Therefore, the solution
would have to be on them coming up with policies
and strategies that could be effective in dealing with
the crisis. For instance, as Rui (9) suggests, a strat-
egy for saving is “not getting dirty all the time so
you can save on detergent... only put the food you
will eat on the plate”. As for Sofia (9), it’s in the
small things of daily life that we can save, “on wa-
ter, gas and electricity ... in clothing and also other
stuff not so important”

Another group of children considers that the
politicians have the main responsibilities to solve
the crisis. For Mateus (9), “The solution is to dis-
miss Passos Coelho (Prime Minister); he is running
the country badly” and for Pedro (9) “The President
can’t lie to people. He must tell the truth to people
and give money.”

This category reflects two main positions to
face the crisis: first, that each of us should have at-
titudes to prevent something like this from happen-
ing again and, second, politicians that, according to
children, are guilty for the social and economic cri-
sis. Children also showed a sense of civic duty by
acting as citizens in their discourses in voicing their
discontent and actively participating in wanting a
capable government.

Conclusions — children’s citizenship at

risk?

In this paper we looked both at the global eco-
nomic effects of the crisis in Portuguese reality and
at discursive effects of the crisis on children by try-
ing to identify the main features of childhood rep-
resentations on the crisis. We underline three main
aspects of these representations. Firstly, children’s
pursuit of a political meaning and political respon-
sibility for the crisis. This is a topic of high media
coverage and children are also induced in produc-
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zitirio | kriz¢ aspektai. Pirma, vaikai supranta,
kad atsakomybe uz krize turi prisiimti politikai.
Antra, vaikai pastebi krizés padarinius namy
aplinkoje, taciau susitelkia jie ne ties neprite-
kliaus situacija, bet svarsto apie galimas prie-
mones susidoroti su krize (pvz.: reCiau valgyti
ne namuose, trumpinti atostogas ir t. t.). Trecia,
vaikai sugalvoja jvairiy solidariy btdy, kaip
drauge Seimoje iSgyventi krizés laikotarpj (pvz.,
reikia labiau taupyti pinigus, mazinti kasdienes
i8laidas) ir galvoja, kaip reikty elgtis atsidairus
kritiSkoje padétyje, kai sunku patenkinti net
bitiniausius poreikius (vaikai svarsto galimybe
dalytis drabuziais, zaislais, knygomis, maistu ir
t.t.).

Valdzios sprendimai lémé ir Seimos gero-
vés standarty smukimg bei apribojima, ir vai-
ky teisiy suvarzyma. Deja, kritiSkoje padétyje
atsidiirusi visuomené ne tik nesusimasto apie
ekonomings krizés padarinius vaikams, bet ir
nepagalvoja apie vaiky tokiy teisiy, kaip daly-
vavimas, sprendziant Salj iStikusias problemas,
uztikrinimg. Vaiky pilietybés jgyvendinimui
trukdo nuskurdimo ir nesaugumo ,,nattiraliza-
vimas®. Krizé vaiky gyvenima veikia jvairiai,
ji ypac sustiprina vaiky priklausomybe nuo su-
augusiy zmoniy, todél plinta paternalistinés ir
autoritarinés paziiiros.

Vis délto vaikai, paprastai lydimi savo tévy,
dalyvauja skirtingose pilietinése ir politinése
demonstracijose. Siais protesty ir sukilimy lai-
kais ir vél iSkyla netikétas politinio vaiko jvaiz-
dis. Néra jokio pagrindo manyti, kad Sie politi-
niai veiksmai yra neteiséti ir nety¢iniai; juos pa-
prasciausiai sugalvoja kritiSka politinj mastyma
turintys vaikai. Vaikai aktyviausiai gina savo
pilietines teises tada, kai akivaizdZziai mato, jog
joms kyla grésmé.

Ekonominé kriz¢, skaudziausiai paveikian-
ti maZesnes bei vidutines pajamas gaunancias
Seimas ir akivaizdziai iSrySkinanti didéjancig
nelygybe tarp visuomeneés nariy, turi jtakos kie-
kvienam vaikui, ta¢iau juos veikia skirtingai.
Kalbant apie tokias pagrindines teises kaip teisé
} apsaugg ir apriipinima, reikia pabrézti, kad la-
biausiai suvarzomos neturtingiausiy vaiky tei-
sés. Siuo atveju galima paminéti net socialing
regresija. Sios i¥vados ver¢ia susimastyti, kad
vaikai — socialiné karta, kurios nariai yra kile i§
skirtingy socialiniy sluoksniy, o tai suprantama,
jeigu vaiky tapatybés klausimas nagrinéjamas
atsizvelgiant | jy gyvenimo salygy jvairove.

ing political opinions even if they do not stand out
of a mainstream public opinion. Secondly, children
tend to identify some effects from the crisis in their
households contexts; yet, dominant discourses are
not on pointing to deprivation but on referring to
daily life situations interpreted as behavioural
changes that are auto-induced in order to fight dif-
ficult times (eating out less, limited vacation time,
etc.). Thirdly, children express in multiple ways
solidarity ways to act on the crisis by trying to find
solutions in family life (for example, bigger sav-
ings, daily expenses cuts) as well as defining ac-
tion in emergency programs facing extreme need
(clothes sharing, toy sharing, books and food, etc.).

Public policies have contributed to reducing and
limiting a family’s well-being standards and have in
addition restricted children’s rights. However, the
general sense of social emergence has not only hid-
den the specific effects of the crisis in childhood on
public opinion, but it has also kept out of discussion
crucial issues on affirming children’s rights such as
participation. A “naturalization” of impoverishment
and precariousness is in place, limiting the possi-
bilities for a childhood citizenship. Children’s lives
conditions are affected in every dimension, namely
the dependence on adults, bringing back paternalis-
tic and authoritarian practices.

Nevertheless, multiple forms of resistance are
arising with children’s presence in different civic
and political demonstrations generally accompa-
nied by their parents. The unexpected picture of the
political child re-emerges in these moments of pro-
test and revolt. There is no reason to suppose that
this political action is not legitimate, intentional
and emerging from a political critical thought from
children. A children’s citizenship of resistance ap-
pears precisely when severe structural conditions of
its restriction emerge.

The economic crisis affecting particularly lower
income families and middle class families — there
are clear indicators of an aggravation of inequali-
ties — has effects on every child. However, it af-
fects them in a differentiated way. It is the poorest
children that suffer higher rights restrictions when
it comes to basic rights such as protection and pro-
vision. One could even claim a social regression on
this matter. This conclusion also urges us to the im-
portance of considering at the same time childhood
as a social generational category and the different
social backgrounds of children, by dialectally artic-
ulating the identity of childhood with the diversity
of their life conditions.
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