
In memory of Michael J. Bevis

Michael (Mike) Bevis was a real inspiration for anybody working in materials science. He started as a
metallurgist, working in topics that included phase transformations, electron microscopy and deformation
mechanisms. However, quite early in his career at the University of Liverpool, he began to move into what
would become his most well known research activities. These were closely related to the recycling of polymers
and especially to innovative approaches to the processing of polymers and composites.

In 1977, Mike moved from Liverpool to Brunel University in London as head of the Department of Non-Metallic
Materials and subsequently of the Department of Materials Technology. At Brunel, he founded, in 1987, the
rather successful Wolfson Centre for Materials Processing, with which he was closely involved as Director or
as a Consultant Director for around 20 years. The centre was an exemplar of effective applied research and of
collaboration with industry. After a founding grant from the Wolfson Foundation, the centre was almost wholly
reliant on industry funding and the fact that it continued to operate so successfully is a measure of its and
Mike’s reputation. Mike and his colleagues generated a whole range of patents and licensed several of those.
He is probably best known for the invention of the SCORIM process – shear controlled orientation in injection
moulding, as well as for some innovative extrusion processes. By developing preferred molecular orientation,
these technologies could substantially enhance the mechanical properties of specific polymers in a particular
direction, and were subsequently adapted for the processing of polymer matrix composites. SCORIM and
other technologies developed by Mike and his collaborators in Brunel continue to be used in plastics moulding
facilities throughout the world.

Mike was the UK Editor of International Materials Reviews from 1999 to 2007. He invited me to join the
Editorial Board and I was then able to follow how he acted forcefully to move the journal forward. I witnessed
how Mike led the meetings, and how his ideas for commissioning manuscripts in specific topics were informed
by his views on the need to broaden IMR ’s coverage to reflect evolving research trends and to increase its
impact. His efforts, working alongside Norm Stoloff and then Krish Chawla as US Editors, contributed greatly
to the journal’s current success. I remember well many meetings in London, at the Institute of Materials,
Minerals and Mining in Carlton House Terrace, and the leadership of Mike Bevis. If the journal has now an
impressive impact factor of 6?96, it is to a large extent because it has built rather well on the actions of Mike at
that time. Being today an Editor in Chief myself, and a member of several editorial boards, I still remember so
many times what I have learned from him during those years.

As a person, he was simply amazing. After being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis around 1980, and soon
afterwards (around 1987) being confined to a wheelchair, he continued his life with an extraordinary tenacity.
The way he fought this disease for 22 years, while continuing to move forward his professional and family life,
was a real example for all of us. He kept his scientific career and his extensive travelling commitments for
many years. He rapidly adapted to drive, move around campus, etc. Diana Holloway, his love and lovely wife,
whom he married in 1964, was always unique in her care and support for him. They formed a matchless
couple. In the later years, Diana dedicated most of her time to support Mike. That allowed him to continue with
an impressive professional activity.

I really have to add an even more personal note to this text. Mike was co-supervisor of my PhD, together with
António M. Cunha (presently the Rector of ‘my University of Minho’). I could not wish to work with a better team
in the beginnings of my career. I had always all the support needed, but recall especially an exceptional
atmosphere and relationship with Mike and Diana. I remember arriving at Heathrow, sometimes with my wife,
and to find Mike and Diana waiting for us. So many times I stayed in their Uxbridge house and received so
much support from them. We developed a real friendship. Stews, Sunday roasts and dining out in specific
places that Mike chose to show me that one could have good meals, sometimes British, in the UK! The fact
that he was a ‘southern guy’, born and raised on Jersey in the Channel Islands, might have influenced his
approach to certain things! I also cannot forget the many meetings we held together and the visits of Mike and
Diana to Porto and Minho. It was always a great pleasure to have them with us.

Mike was also instrumental in supporting the start of my independent career, for which the ISOBONE FP5
European project that involved him, me and Antonio was critical. This project formed the basis for the launch of
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my 3B’s Research Group. The three of us were also involved in the PhD of a jointly supervised student who
graduated from Brunel and is today the CEO of the spin-off company I have founded. Of the more than 200
publications Mike produced during his research activities I had the pleasure of being co-author of 21. It was a
real learning experience that has been so helpful to my entire forthcoming career. I think I also copy his unique
way of piling up documents all over his desks, in what seemed to be a complete mess, but always knowing
where the things were…

The photograph of the Innovation Award that he so proudly received from Lady Thatcher in 1994 will remain in
my office. From so many different awards, I am really sure Mike specially appreciated that one.

Mike is survived by Diana, and leaves three children and three grandchildren. His name is perpetuated at
Brunel University through the Michael Bevis Halls of Residence, and for sure also in the scientific and patents
literature. He will live forever in our memories.

Rui L. Reis

Director, 3B’s Research Group of the University of Minho, Portugal

Mike Bevis died earlier this year at the age of 72. Born on 25 April 1940, he attended De La Salle College in
Jersey then studied for a BSc in Physics at Battersea College of Technology, under the University of London,
before undertaking a PhD on twinning in metals. He moved to a lectureship in the Department of Metallurgy at
the University of Liverpool in 1965, where he subsequently founded the Polymer Research Group with Derek
Hull. In 1977, Mike was appointed head of the Department of Non-Metallic Materials at Brunel University and
then, in 1984, head of the Department of Materials Technology following a merger with the Department of
Metallurgy. He founded the Wolfson Centre for Materials Processing in 1987.

Mike was elected Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering in 1986; he received the A. A. Griffith Medal of
the Institute of Materials in 1987 and the Swinburne Medal of the Plastics and Rubber Institute in 1990. He
also served as Vice-President of the Institute of Materials from 1992 to 1995.
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