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Letter to the Editor
Fungal mutants not solved by internal amplification controls

Dear Sir or Madam

I was interested to read Rodríguez et al. (2012) on PCR to detect
verrucosin producing fungi in food and cultures. However, their inter-
pretation regarding mutated strains and internal amplification con-
trols (IAC) appears to be incorrect, although they referred to our
papers on the issue. It is worth restating to the wider scientific com-
munity that fungi may be mutated by self produced mutagens and
enzyme inhibitors leading to false negative or positive results
(Paterson et al., 2008; Paterson and Lima 2009) for which an IAC is ir-
relevant. Finally, interpretations of PCR results from cultures or food
require to consider these possibilities.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours faithfully

R Russell M Paterson
0168-1605/$ – see front matter © 2012 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.ijfoodmicro.2012.01.001
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