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This communication presents a specialized preventive career intervention — the Career Self-Management Seminar (CSMS; Taveira et al., 2006 — forms A and B). This intervention is designed to
promote graduate students’ transition to Master and PHD degtees and/or to the work-matket (version A); or the transition to a new job/position of PHD students and research grant holders
(version B). Both versions of the Seminar promote self-reflection and career exploration, and life-career decision-making and planning skills, in the context of group career counselling sessions.
Special attention is given to the building of a solid and strong helping relationship. The focus on the quality of the counselling relationship is associated with the concern of promoting positive
emotional attachment, necessary to students engagement in career exploration and change; and also, to prevent clients” drop out from the seminar (e.g., Taveira, 1997; Gelso & Carter, 1985; Horvath
& Luborsky, 1993; Horvath, 2000). The clients’ reactions to CSMS helping relationship were measured twice along the intervention A with 36 undergraduates (12 men and 24 women, mean
age=22,89), and the intervention B with 34 graduates (11 men and 23 women, mean age=27,59). The quality of the career exploration process of participants was also observed in both groups,
before and after the intervention (pre and post-test moments). A brief analysis and discussion of these results is presented.
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RODUCTION

The therapeutic relationship
The therapeutic relationship is not always a very clear defined concept in literature (Elvins & Green, 2008). Basically, it seems to be a complex, mutual and professional link established between client
and his/her psychologist and which involves a series of characteristics related to understanding, reinforcement, therapist’s adherence, competence, warmth and empathy, for instance, in order to
maximize the likelihood of gathering accurate and comprehensive information to help the client (Follette, Naugle & Callanghan, 1996; Ackerman & Hilsenroth, 2003).

Building a solid and a strong relation between client and psychologist involved in a therapy seems to be very important as it can promote security in exploration, among other desirable behaviours. In
fact, literature relates the therapeutic relationship to the declining of drop out and to client’s change results (in a 30 to 50% of the variation) (Gelso & Cirter, 1985; Horvath & Luborsky, 1993; Follette,
Naugle & Callaghan, 1996; Horvath, 2000; Crits-Christoph, Gibbons & Hearon, 2006).

SEMINAR’S CHARACTERISTICS

The Career Self-Management Seminar (CSMS, version A and B, Taveira et al., 2006)

CSMS-form A — CSMS-A creates opportunities for students to increase understanding about their life trajectory and work character, the ability of life-planning and decision-making, as well as, their
knowledge about opportunities for advanced training and employment in the preferred business sector. It is designed to all students of intermediate years of 1* and 2"¢ Bologna’s cycles. It comptises
a total of 9 weekly sessions of 120 minutes each. Participants are divided in sub-groups of 8 to 10.

CSMS-form B — CSMS-B invites patticipants to increase their self-knowledge and awareness about opportunities for advanced training and job creation and attainment. It also provides opportunity
to reflect about the ability of life-planning and decision-making, while maintaining a positive view towards future. It is designed for all students attending the intermediate years of the 3* Bologna’s
cycle. It consists of 6 weekly sessions of 120 minutes each, performed in small groups (4 to 7 participants).
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EVALUATION ME D

The CSMS (forms A and B) comprises a pre and post-test multidimensional career exploration assessment (CES; Career Exploration Survey, Stumpf, Collarelli & Hartman, 1983; see tables 3 and 4)
and a two-moment counselling process evaluation, during the seminar (CRS; Client Reactions System, Hill, Helms, Spiegel, & Tichenor, 1988; see table 7). In the first case, clients must complete a 53
likert type response items, measuring 12 different consistent career exploration dimensions. In the second case, clients read a list of 21 items, describing counselling affective reactions and are asked
to sign all of those which better translate the way they have felt during the seminar session under evaluation.
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MAIN CONCLUSION

As table 4 and 5 stands, generally, students improve the exploration results from a pre to pos test moment. The main and significant changes are related to Employment Outlook, Certainty of
Exploration Outcomes, External Search Instrumentality, Self-Exploration, Environment Exploration, Intended-Systematic Exploration (in CSMS-A), Internal Search Instrumentality (in CSMS-B),
Amount of acquited Information, Satisfaction with Information and Decision Stress (which decreases in CSMS-A).

In client’s reaction system, understood (in CSMS-A) and hopeful (in CSMS-B) are the reactions that changed in a way that is significant. However, most positive reactions increased from session 2 to
session 8 or 5 (CSMS-A or B) and the negative reactions diminished or vanished from time A to time B.

Therefore, it seems possible to conclude that during the seminar clients increase their relaxation, appreciation, security, self-knowledge, knowledge of specific and important information
and strategies relating to the practical solution of their career problem(s), among other things. Results of this study evidence the co-existence of positive career counselling

relationship and construtive change in universitry students career exploration.
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